
Anthropology 10 
Medical Anthropology 

3 units; 3 hours lecture 

Recommended Preparation: English 1A 

Credit, degree applicable Transfer CSU 

 

This course introduces students to the biocultural study of health, illness and healing systems in traditional as 

well as modern societies.  Using a comparative, cross-cultural perspective, students will explore topics such as 

healers and healing roles, perceptions of the body, culture-specific syndromes, the impact of Western 

biomedicine on small-scale cultures and the role of culture in the spread of infectious disease.  The impact of 

globalization on health in communities around the world will also be explored.   

Course Objectives: 

1. Describe and discuss the history of the field of medical anthropology and how it is organized today. 

2. Identify and describe academic and professional careers in medical anthropology. 

3. Compare and contrast theories and methods utilized by researchers and practitioners within medical 

anthropology. 

4. Compare and contrast evolutionary and ecological perspectives of disease. 

5. Identify and describe the role of culture in the spread of infectious disease. 

6. Recognize and analyze the role of culture and ritual in the socio-cultural construction of illness and in 

the social production of health. 

7. Explain how the life course perspective is used by medical anthropologists to study disease and health 

problems. 

8. Compare and contrast cross-cultural perceptions of the body. 

9. Evaluate the roles of medical systems in determining symptoms, making diagnoses, and practicing 

therapies from a cross-cultural perspective. 

10. Examine the mind/body connection in ethnopsychiatry and delineate Western and non-Western 

categories of folk illnesses or culture-specific syndromes. 

11. Distinguish between the training, and contrast the authority of, non-Western and Western healing 

professionals. 

12. Compare and contrast epidemiological data in the United States with that of other developed countries 

and lesser-developed countries. 

13. Evaluate the role of medical anthropology in national and international health programs. 

14. Compare and contrast the ethics of Western biomedicine with those of folk healers. 

15. Recognize and evaluate the patterns of political and economic resource control in the organization and 

delivery of medicine. 

16. Discuss the role of medical anthropologists in the formulation of public policy. 

 

Student Learning Outcomes: In a written assignment drawn from the anthropological literature, student will 

demonstrate the ability to analyze the role of culture in shaping diagnosis, treatment, and evaluation of medical 

outcomes.   

ADA Statement:  

El Camino College is committed to providing educational accommodations for students with disabilities upon 

the timely request by the student to the instructor. A student with a disability, who would like to request an 

academic accommodation, is responsible for identifying herself/himself to the instructor and to the Special 

Resource Center. To make arrangements for academic accommodations, contact the Special Resource Center. 

 



Student Code of Conduct 

http://www.elcamino.edu/administration/board/boarddocs/5500%20%20Academic%20Honesty.pdf 

Student Rights and Grievances Procedure 5530 

http://www.elcamino.edu/administration/board/policies.asp 
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