
Anthropology 20A 
Introduction to Museum Studies 

3 units; 2 hours lecture, 1 hour lab plus 2 hours to be arranged 

Recommended Preparation: Anthropology 2 

Credit, degree applicable Transfer CSU 

 
This course examines careers in museums, including curation, conservation, registration, the design of exhibits, collections 

management, and educational programs. Participants in the course will plan, design and install an exhibit in the Anthropology 

Museum involving two- and three-dimensional artifacts, and participate in all aspects of museum curation. 

 

Note: No background in Anthropology is required. 

 

Course Objectives: 

1. Describe the historical development of museums.  

2. Identify the differences among various categories of museums and discuss the effect of these differences in scale on museum 

organization.  

3. Evaluate the role played in museum operations by curators, conservators, exhibits designers, preparators, registrars, collections 

managers, and education staff in order to understand the training that is appropriate to enter these careers.  

4. Prepare drafts of various policies which govern museums in the areas of a museum's mission, object acquisition, and ethics.  

5. Recognize the environmental and physical factors which endanger an artifact and the safeguards and technology utilized in 

artifact conservation.  

6. Apply techniques of collections management including how to (1) pack valuable and delicate objects for transit, (2) recognize 

and document materials, problems, and damage in objects in a condition report, (3) make photographic records of artifacts and of 

damage and (4) handle and store objects with different environmental requirements.  

7. Identify how to conduct artifact registration including managing a collection database.  

8. Research and create an exhibit plan which would lay out the themes and organization of an exhibit.  

9. Prepare a scale design for a section of an exhibit with multiples views, and showing the position of objects, props, furniture, 

mounts, graphics, and labels by both traditional means and by using an autocad system.  

10. Install a section of an exhibit with objects, mounts, furniture, graphics, labels, and props.  

11. Research and write label copy for an exhibit that would organize and presents an exhibit’s themes, and which describes and 

explains the significance of objects on view.  

12. Identify current trends in museum exhibit type, planning, and design. 

Student Learning Outcomes:  Upon completion of this course the student will be able to competently handle and care for objects 

under the care of a museum. This includes being proficient in the techniques and safeguards for the movement of different categories 

of objects, and maintaining the optimum storage environment for an object. 

ADA Statement:  

El Camino College is committed to providing educational accommodations for students with disabilities upon the timely request by 

the student to the instructor. A student with a disability, who would like to request an academic accommodation, is responsible for 

identifying herself/himself to the instructor and to the Special Resource Center. To make arrangements for academic accommodations, 

contact the Special Resource Center. 

Student Code of Conduct 

http://www.elcamino.edu/administration/board/boarddocs/5500%20%20Academic%20Honesty.pdf 

Student Rights and Grievances Procedure 5530 

http://www.elcamino.edu/administration/board/policies.asp 

 

http://www.elcamino.edu/administration/board/boarddocs/5500%20%20Academic%20Honesty.pdf
http://www.elcamino.edu/administration/board/AP%20%205530%20STUDENT%20%20RIGHTS%20AND%20GRIEVANCES.doc
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