
1 

 

El Camino College 

Behavioral & Social Sciences 

Division Meeting Minutes 

August 23, 2012 

 
Present:  S. Allen, E. Antoine, F. Baker, S. Baxter, M. Braun, M. Brown, T. Carter, D. Considine, M. Cortez, H. Chu, K. Daniel-

DiGregorio, M. Din, S. Dowden, J. Farias, R. Firestone, E. Galvan, B. Gibson, C. Gold, X. Herrera, A. Himsel, L. Houske, B. 

Knapp, W. Lozano, A. Mannen, R. Mascolo, D. McPatchell, M. Moen, E. Munoz, K. Nguyen, R. Otero, S. Panski, A. Perlstein, E. 

Rader, E. Shadish, J. Soden, J. Suarez, J. Tucker, A. Verge, D. Walker, M. Waters,  

L. Widman, M. Wynne, J. Young 

Absent:  E. Cannon (excused), M. Inouye (excused), J. Montgomery (excused), A. Simon (excused)  

Guests:   

 

 

WELCOME 

 Division faculty members were welcomed back for the 2012-2013 academic year with special reference to 

Maria Brown and Amy Himsel.  New FT History faculty member Daniel Walker also was introduced.  The 

dean recognized Randy Firestone and Michele Moen who are beginning their first year as tenured instructors.  

Service awards were distributed to Janet Young for 15 years, Sue Dowden and Elaine Cannon for 10, and 

Kristie Daniel-DiGregorio and Juli Soden for five.  Current and new PT faculty members in attendance were 

also introduced. 

 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 Fall Enrollment 

 G. Miranda reported that all classes are full with the exception a few second 8-wk HDEV classes.  

 Admissions Changes 

The division was informed about new changes that will impact students.  For students who drop a course and 

receive a W notation on their transcripts, the withdrawal now will count towards the number of times a student 

can attempt to repeat a course.  Students are limited to three attempts at a course.  

 

A second change is the deadline for students to drop a course with no notation.  The deadline is the end of the 

second week of the semester which is also the last day to add a class.  This has a direct impact on faculty who 

are required to complete their No Show reports.  The Dean also noted that the Admissions Office is not 

accepting late add requests, underscoring that this is the only circumstance she will support.  

 

G. Miranda also alerted faculty to the possibility that some students on financial aid have not received their 

disbursements which may impact their ability to purchase textbooks and materials.  In order to serve these 

students, she asked instructors to place reserve textbooks in the Library.   

 

Clerical Assistant W. Lozano created a new PT instructor handbook which is available in the mailroom or in 

electronic form.  Hard copies are available by request.   

 

 Conference Funds/Student Help 

The dean informed faculty to request conference funds to attend a professional meeting one month prior to an 

anticipated conference; and, two weeks prior for field trip requests.  Faculty members were also informed that 

if they attend or travel to a conference fifty miles distant from ECC, these requests will require Vice President 

of Academic Affairs approval.  Lastly, it was announced that Student Help request forms will be distributed 

soon. 

 

 Equipment Update/Supplies 

The smart classroom modules for ARTB 350 and 354 have been completed which means that all third floor 

classrooms are fully technologically connected.   

 

The work on the anthropology museum will be completed by the end of next week.  B. Gibson reported they 

that this year’s exhibit will focus on, The Ancient Mideast Mediterranean.  B. Gibson also stated that the 

museum will need a new computer which students in ANTH 20A will use.   

 

Instructional supplies requests need to be directed to Maria. 
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 Payroll Schedule Changes 

Faculty paycheck distribution dates have been changed.  Full-timers will receive 11 warrants and adjuncts will 

have five.  PT faculty will be paid on the 5
th

 of each month and FT will receive theirs at the end of the month.   

If faculty have questions, they were directed to contact Payroll. 

  

 Retirement Update.   

Dr. Miranda reported that Michael Eula has relocated to Niagara Falls and will be teaching part-time at the 

state university in Buffalo.  Joan Thureson requested her retirement celebration be postponed until after she no 

longer teaches part-time. 

 

GRANTS AND SCHOLARSHIPS 

 Katie Gleason and Kahea Kamahele from the Foundation Office gave faculty an overview of the scholarship 

application process and how faculty can serve as reviewers of applications.  They noted that the online 

application period runs from September 15 and closes mid-November.  

 

SLO REPORT 

 J. Young announced that the first Division SLO meeting will be on September 11th.  The old SLOs are being 

updated in CurricUNET.  Janet showed a promo clip for SLOs. 

 

CURRICULUM AND TRANSFER DEGREES 

 The dean thanked B. Knapp for her work in keeping the division curriculum process on schedule.  Five CDEV 

courses will be inactivated this semester and one HIST course as well.  TMCs for Sociology and Psychology 

have been approved by the Chancellor’s office.  Four additional TMCs are to be presented to the CCC this 

semester for approval: Child Development, History, Liberal Studies, and Political Science.  Anthropology and 

Philosophy will be the next programs to prepare TMCs. 

 

PROGRAM REVIEW 

 Program review for Anthropology, Political Science, and Sociology will have final discussion this semester.  

Economics, Human Development, and Psychology are the next in line. 

 The dean confirmed the appointment of Laurie Houske to the CCC as our division rep.  Vacancies for Division 

Council and the Division’s SLO Committee to replace Joan Thureson, Michael Eula, and Michael Braun were 

announced and volunteers solicited.  Eduardo Munoz will continue as Area Council on behalf of the division 

for his seventh year. 

MISCELLANEOUS 

 G. Miranda asked HTP instructors to consider attending the HTP reception to be held at 4:30pm and 

encouraged instructors to consider serving as mentors for Project Success.   

 In October the college will be visited by the accreditation team and underscored that a major emphasis of the 

site visit will be on program review, planning and budget, and SLOs.  

  Instructional Services plan to conduct a mandatory meeting for all online instructors to discuss new mandated 

policies in online instruction.   

ACADEMIC SENATE 

 C. Gold reported that the next meeting will be held on September 4th.  The Senate has been working on 

collegial consultation and has formed a task force.   

ECCFT 

 J. Farias reported the district has withdrawn the pay cut.  He introduced E. Galvan  as the PT representative for the 

union.   

 

DEPARTMENT REPORTS 

 Anthropology:  A. Mannen reported that next spring the department will be hosting their 10
th

 annual 

 Anthropology Symposium.   

 Childhood Education:  J. Young reported 47% of the degrees and certificates for 2010-2011 awarded were 

 from our division; 703 Child Development permits were awarded.  M. Moen announced that the “I Want to 

 Teach” workshop is scheduled for November 17th.  Jonathan Mooney will be the keynote speaker and all are 

 invited. 
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 History:  F. Baker distributed information about an organization that she co-organized, South-East Asia 

 Schools Project and which is an outgrowth of the Vietnam summer visit a few years ago.  M. Brown reported 

 plans for a Pop Culture exhibit in October as well as a visit to Comic-Con in November by her classes. 

 Human Development:  K. Daniel-DiGregorio and J. Soden reported that their students have put in over 8,000 

 hours of service learning since 2007.  Kristie requested that faculty refer students who are struggling to HDEV 

 classes.  Classes are now for letter grade, no longer credit/no credit. 

 Philosophy:  E. Shadish reported that the Philosophy club is going strong and is great for Philosophy majors.  

 Possible guest speaker on the role of technology this semester. 

 Political Science:  L. Widman announced planning a seminar concerning propositions on the November ballot. 

 Psychology:  R. Mascolo reported plans to have former students speak about their jobs at the “Careers in 

 Psychology” workshop scheduled for this semester. 

 Sociology:  S. Allen reported the department was excited about the new semester.  

  

 

Meeting adjourned at 2:20 p.m. 

 

 

 

 
cc:   T. Fallo   

        F. Arce (electronic version) 

        Division Counselor:  Y. Cooper 

        Division Faculty and Staff 


