
History 162 (formerly History 5A) 

History of Early Britain 

3 units; 3 hours lecture 

Recommended Preparation: eligibility for English 1A 

Credit, degree applicable Transfer CSU, UC 

 

This course focuses on the political, economic, social, and cultural development of Britain from earliest times to 

the 17th century. 

Topics include the emergence of common law and representative government, the evolution of England as a 

major power based on maritime and commercial supremacy, and the foundations of the British Empire. Cultural 

development through the English Renaissance and Baroque periods will also be examined. 

 

Course objectives: 

1. Discuss the importance of geographical location and features to Great Britain's development.  

2. Identify the earliest inhabitants of the British Isles and discuss the significant characteristics of each culture.  

3. Evaluate the impact of the Roman occupation on the development of British culture and society.  

4. Discuss the contributions of the Anglo-Saxons, Vikings and Normans to the political, social and cultural 

development of Britain.  

5. Assess the significance of the Angevin (Plantagenet) monarchy to Britain's political development.  

6. Identify the Lancastrian and Yorkist monarchs and explain their roles in the Hundred Years War and the War 

of the Roses.  

7. Evaluate the successes and failures of the Tudor monarchs in establishing royal absolutism in England.  

8. Analyze the evolution of the Protestant Reformation in Tudor England.  

9. Compare and contrast the political and philosophical positions of the advocates of divine right absolutism and 

parliamentarianism during the Stuart period.  

10. Assess the main issues in the struggle between Anglican supremacists and Protestant dissenters in Stuart 

England.  

11. Analyze the impact of the English Civil War and Glorious Revolution on the political development of 

Britain.  

12. Discuss significant cultural developments through the English Renaissance and Baroque Period.  

13. Assess the motivations of and roles played by the government and private interests in the expansion of 

England's colonial and commercial empire in the sixteenth and seventeenth centuries.  

 

Student Learning Outcomes: Upon completion of History of Early Britain, students will be able to develop 

and persuasively argue a historical thesis in a written assignment that identifies and explains major social, 

economic, political and/or cultural historical themes or patterns in early British history and apply appropriate 

historical methods to analyze and use primary and/or secondary sources as evidence to support the thesis. 

 

ADA Statement: El Camino College is committed to providing educational accommodations for students with 

disabilities upon the timely request by the student to the instructor. A student with a disability, who would like 

to request an academic accommodation, is responsible for identifying herself/himself to the instructor and to the 

Special Resources Center. To make arrangements for academic accommodations, contact the Special Resources 

Center. 

 


