
History 163 (formerly History 5B) 

History of Modern Britain 

3 units; 3 hours lecture 

Recommended Preparation: eligibility for English 1A 

Credit, degree applicable Transfer CSU, UC 

 

This course focuses on the political, social and cultural development of Great Britain from the 17th century to 

the present. Topics include the expansion and decline of the British empire, the evolution of democratic 

institutions and political thought, the Industrial Revolution, the World Wars, and Britain's relationship to the 

European community. Cultural development from the Neoclassical to the Victorian and contemporary periods 

also are examined. 

 

Course objectives: 

1. Discuss the importance of geographical location and physical features to Britain's development.  

2. Identify and analyze the major points of conflict in the struggle between divine right absolutism and 

parliamentarianism in the late 17th century.  

3. Assess the impact of the Glorious Revolution on the political development of Britain.  

4. Analyze the evolution of constitutional monarchy and parliamentary government in the reigns of the 

Georgian Hanoverian monarchs.  

5. Explain the causes for British imperial expansion in the 17th and 18th centuries and assess their impact on the 

development of Britain as well as their global consequences.  

6. Evaluate and discuss the significance of the French Revolution and the Napoleonic regime to Britain.  

7. Explain the prerequisites for and characteristics of the Industrial Revolution and analyze its consequences for 

British society.  

8. Discuss the circumstances prompting the reform movement of the Victorian period and evaluate the effects of 

that reform legislation on democratic evolution in Britain.  

9. Explain the nature of British Romanticism and Realism and discuss their impact on British cultural 

development in the 19th century.  

10. Identify and evaluate the causes, conduct and settlements of the two World Wars, and analyze their impact 

on Britain and its empire.  

11. Discuss the reasons for the decline of the British Empire in the 20th century.  

12. Analyze Britain's relationship with its former colonies.  

13. Assess Britain's role in the evolution of the European Union.  

14. Evaluate the changing relationship among the member states of Britain.  

15. Identify and discuss the major cultural movements that have impacted Britain since the beginning of the 

20th century. 

Student Learning Outcomes: Upon completion of History of Modern Britain, students will be able to develop 

and persuasively argue a historical thesis in a written assignment that identifies and explains major social, 

economic, political and/or cultural historical themes or patterns in modern British history and apply appropriate 

historical methods to analyze and use primary and/or secondary sources as evidence to support the thesis. 

 

ADA Statement: El Camino College is committed to providing educational accommodations for students with 

disabilities upon the timely request by the student to the instructor. A student with a disability, who would like 

to request an academic accommodation, is responsible for identifying herself/himself to the instructor and to the 

Special Resources Center. To make arrangements for academic accommodations, contact the Special Resources 

Center. 


