
History 165 (formerly History 25) 

History of Modern Germany, 1866 to the Present 

3 units; 3 hours lecture 

Recommended Preparation: eligibility for English 1A 

Credit, degree applicable Transfer CSU, UC 

 

This course is a survey of the political, economic, social, and cultural development of Germany from the time of 

unification in the mid-nineteenth century through the reunification of the post-Cold War period. This course will also 

consider the problems and historical patterns that characterize contemporary Germany. 

 

Course objectives: 

1. Determine the significance of geographical factors in the development of Germany.  

2. Identify and assess the major historiographical trends in the study of modern German history.  

3. Describe the process of German unification and evaluate the role of warfare in achieving national unity.  

4. Analyze the major political, social and cultural challenges faced by the new German state and the measures taken to 

deal with these issues.  

5. Discuss the process of industrialization and assess its impact on German society.  

6. Identify and analyze the major cultural and intellectual trends of late nineteenth-century Germany.  

7. Compare and contrast the foreign policy goals and actions of Bismarck and William II, and assess their impact on 

European and global relations.  

8. Evaluate the role of Germany in the outbreak of World War I; discuss the course of the war and analyze the reasons for 

Germany's defeat.  

9. Assess the impact of World War I and the Versailles Treaty on the political development and economic conditions of 

Germany in the aftermath of World War I.  

10. Analyze the social and cultural changes that occurred under the Weimar Republic.  

11. Explain the intellectual foundation of Fascism and the role of Anti-Semitism in Nazi ideology.  

12. Analyze Hitler's rise to power and the impact of the Nazi Social Revolution on the economic, social and cultural 

institutions of Germany.  

13. Describe the treatment of the Jews and other persecuted minorities under the Nazi regime and identify the events that 

led to the Final Solution.  

14. Analyze Hitler's foreign policy objectives and the origins of World War II. Discuss the course of World War II and 

evaluate the reasons for Germany's defeat.  

15. Compare and contrast the goals and administrations of the occupying powers in the aftermath of World War II, and 

explain the events that led to the division of Germany into the Federal Republic of Germany and the German Democratic 

Republic.  

16. Assess the role of both German republics in the context of the Cold War, and compare and contrast their political, 

economic, social and cultural development.  

17. Analyze the events that led to the collapse of the German Democratic Republic and evaluate the impact of German 

unification on Europe and the World.  

18. Assess contemporary developments in Germany in the context of its recent history.  

 

Student Learning Outcomes: Upon completion of History of Modern Germany, 1866 to the Present, students will be 

able to develop and persuasively argue a historical thesis in a written assignment that identifies and explains major social, 

economic, political and/or cultural historical themes or patterns in the history of modern Germany and apply appropriate 

historical methods to analyze and use primary and/or secondary sources as evidence to support the thesis. 

 

ADA Statement: El Camino College is committed to providing educational accommodations for students with disabilities 

upon the timely request by the student to the instructor. A student with a disability, who would like to request an academic 

accommodation, is responsible for identifying herself/himself to the instructor and to the Special Resources Center. To 

make arrangements for academic accommodations, contact the Special Resources Center. 


