
History 176 (formerly History 14B) 

History of Asian Civilizations from 1600 to the Present 

3 units; 3 hours lecture 

Recommended Preparation: eligibility for English 1A 

Credit, degree applicable Transfer CSU, UC 

 

This course surveys the political, economic, social, and cultural development of Asian civilizations from the 17th century to the 

present. Emphasis is placed on the experiences of India, China, Japan and Korea and their regional and global interactions. Topics 

include the impact of Western imperialism on these countries, the response to Western dominance and influence, and the emergence 

of these societies as modern nation-states. 

 

Course objectives: 

1. Assess the impact of location and geographical features on the development of Asian states.  

2. Analyze the political, religious, cultural and social divisions within 17th century Mughal India and discuss how they 

contributed to India's vulnerability to foreign rule.  

3. Discuss the impact of the East India Company and British Crown rule on Indian development and assess India's response 

to English dominance.  

4. Describe the emergence of nationalist movements and evaluate their significance in establishing the independent states of 

India and Pakistan.  

5. Identify and analyze the critical issues that have faced India and Pakistan since independence and evaluate the steps taken 

to resolve these problems.  

6. Analyze the regimes of the Ming and Qing Dynasties of 17th century China and explain the success of these governments 

in initially resisting Western incursion.  

7. Explain how the West succeeded in expanding its influence over Qing China, discuss the impact of the West on Chinese 

society and culture and assess the Chinese response to Western imperial policies.  

8. Discuss the emergence of nationalist movements in 20th century China and evaluate their successes or failures.  

9. Analyze the collapse of Dynastic government in China and the failure of the Nationalist regime of the Republic.  

10. Discuss the development of the communist regime of the Peoples Republic of China and identify and assess critical 

contemporary issues.  

11. Describe Japanese culture, society and shogunate regime in the 17th century, and evaluate Japan's response to early 

Western contacts.  

12. Assess the Meiji Restoration as a response to Western incursions in the 19th century.  

13. Discuss the development of Imperial Japan and analyze Japan's part in World War I and World War II.  

14. Explain the recovery of Post-War Japan and evaluate Japan's role in the Post-War world.  

15. Analyze the traditional culture and political regime of Korea and explain its vulnerability to Japanese invasion.  

16. Analyze the division of Korea after World War II and the failure of the Korean War to reunite the Korean Peninsula.  

17. Discuss the political regimes of Post-War Korea and evaluate their impact on the economic, cultural and social 

development of North and South Korea.  

18. Analyze the impact French colonization had on the traditional cultures and political regimes of Vietnam, Cambodia and 

Laos.  

19. Discuss the independence struggles of French dominated Southeast Asia and analyze the origins of the Vietnam War.  

20. Assess the impact of the Vietnam War on Vietnam, Cambodia and Laos and analyze the Post-War regimes of these states.  

21. Identify and analyze critical issues facing Asian societies in the 21st century.  

 

Student Learning Outcomes: Upon completion of History of Asian Civilizations from 1600 to the present, students will be able to 

develop and persuasively argue a historical thesis in a written assignment that identifies and explains major social, economic, political 

and/or cultural historical themes or patterns in Asian history from 1600 to the present and apply appropriate historical methods to 

analyze and use primary and/or secondary sources as evidence to support the thesis. 

 

ADA Statement: El Camino College is committed to providing educational accommodations for students with disabilities upon the 

timely request by the student to the instructor. A student with a disability, who would like to request an academic accommodation, is 

responsible for identifying herself/himself to the instructor and to the Special Resources Center. To make arrangements for academic 

accommodations, contact the Special Resources Center. 


