
History 177 (formerly History 30) 

History of Japan 

3 units; 3 hours lecture 

Recommended Preparation: eligibility for English 1A 

Credit, degree applicable Transfer CSU, UC 

 

This course surveys the history of Japan from earliest times to the present day. Focus will be placed on the origins and 

evolution of major cultural, social, economic, and political traditions and institutions. The influence of China and the West 

in the formation of Japanese values and politics will also be emphasized. 

 

Course objectives: 

1. Identify and describe the major geographical features of Japan and their impact on the evolution of 

Japanese society.  

2. Compare and contrast the cultural characteristics of the Yamato, Nara, and Heian periods in Japanese 

history.  

3. Discuss and evaluate the evolution of the emperor system in Japanese history.  

4. Analyze and distinguish cultural, social, economic, and political traditions of the different feudal eras 

of Japanese history.  

5. Analyze the influence of China on the formation of Japanese cultural traditions and institutions.  

6. Identify and discuss the principal forces that determined the roles of the Samurai tradition on ancient 

and modern Japanese history.  

7. Discuss and appraise the political influence of the shogunate on Japanese society from the Kamakura 

through the Tokugawa era.  

8. Evaluate the Western European impact on Japan from the mid-nineteenth century to the present.  

9. Assess the significance of the Meiji Restoration in transforming Japan into an international power.  

10. Discuss and evaluate the rise of democracy during the Taisho period.  

11. Assess the factors that contributed to Japan's emergence as an economic and political power in the 

twentieth century.  

12. Identify and analyze the factors that contributed to the rise of militarism during the modern period of 

Japanese history.  

13. Describe and examine the transformation of Japanese society after 1945 including the role of the 

United States during the post World War II occupation.  

14. Discuss Japan's role during the Korean Conflict.  

15. Identify the key factors that led Japan towards economic and political international prominence from 

1970s through 1990s.  

16. Identify and assess Japan's economic role in the international world today.  

17. Discuss the major political factors facing Japan today. 
 

Student Learning Outcomes: Upon completion of History of Japan, students will be able to develop and 

persuasively argue a historical thesis in a written assignment that identifies and explains major social, 

economic, political and/or cultural historical themes or patterns in Japanese history and apply appropriate 

historical methods to analyze and use primary and/or secondary sources as evidence to support the thesis. 

 

ADA Statement: El Camino College is committed to providing educational accommodations for students with 

disabilities upon the timely request by the student to the instructor. A student with a disability, who would like 

to request an academic accommodation, is responsible for identifying herself/himself to the instructor and to the 

Special Resources Center. To make arrangements for academic accommodations, contact the Special Resources 

Center.- 

 


