
History 178 

History of China 

3 units; 3 hours lecture 

Recommended Preparation: eligibility for English 1A 

Credit, degree applicable Transfer CSU, UC 

 

This course provides an introduction to the political, economic, social, and cultural development of China from earliest times to the present. Topics 

include Confucianism, Doaism, Buddhism, Western Imperialism, and the Republican and Communist Revolutions. 

 

Course objectives: 

1. Explain the origin of Chinese civilization, analyze the strengths and weaknesses of the Chinese decentralized kingdoms of the Shang and Zhou 

dynasties, and explain their dissolution.  

2. Assess the significance of early Chinese technological achievements in bronze metallurgy and agriculture as well as early religious beliefs and 

writing system.  

3. Discuss the philosophies of Confucius, Mencius, Xunzi, and Laozi and analyze their contributions to China’s development.  

4. Explain the role of the Qin and Han dynasties in creating a unified and centralized Chinese state.  

5. Discuss the evolution of the Chinese social order and gender relations during the Early Imperial Period.  

6. Identify the major technological innovations of the Han Dynasty and assess their contribution to China’s economic growth as well as the 

importance of the Silk Road to Chinese economic and cultural development.  

7. Analyze the reasons for the collapse of the Han Dynasty and the political disunity that followed and explain the role of political disruption in the 

adoption and evolution of Daoism and Buddhism in China.  

8. Discuss the artistic and literary achievements of the Six Dynasties Period in painting, poetry, and calligraphy.  

9. Describe the role of the Sui and Tang Dynasties in the reunification of China and its expansion into Central Asia, Korea, and Vietnam.  

10. Identify the important agricultural and technological innovations of the Sui and Tang Dynasties and explain how these innovations and the 

construction of the Grand Canal contributed to the expansion of trade and economic growth.  

11. Analyze the reasons for the collapse of Tang rule and the establishment of the Song Dynasty and evaluate the strengths and weaknesses in the 

political and social organization of the Song state and the influence of Neo-Confucian thought.  

12. Describe the process of urbanization and the new structures of city life that emerged and discuss the evolution of gender roles and the 

significance of foot binding in Chinese culture.  

13. Explain the origins of the Mongol Empire and the establishment and character of the Yuan Dynasty in China and identify the important 

innovations in painting, drama, and vernacular literature achieved under Mongol rule.  

14. Identify the origins of the Ming Dynasty, explain its role in the restoration of Chinese rule and reestablishment of the Confucian order, and assess 

the significance of the early Chinese explorations.  

15. Explain the origin of the Manchu state, its conquest of China, and the establishment and political organization of the Qing Dynasty.  

16. Describe the role of the early Qing emperors in furthering artistic and literary developments in painting, calligraphy, drama, and the novel and 

discuss the development of literati culture.  

17. Analyze the factors that contributed to the agricultural, economic, and demographic growth that occurred during the Ming and Qing Dynasties.  

18. Discuss the early establishment of Western traders and missionaries in China, and evaluate Imperial policies in limiting commercial activity and 

expelling the missionaries.  

19. Analyze the significance of the Opium War and subsequent Western and Japanese incursions and explain the failure of Chinese rebellions and 

reform movements in response.  

20. Explain the origin of the Nationalist Party and its role in the Republican Revolution of 1911 and the founding of the Chinese Republic.  

21. Discuss the founding of the Chinese Communist Party, its relationship with the Nationalist Party, and its subsequent expulsion and persecution.  

22. Examine the role of the Japanese invasion of China in the creation of the United Front, and analyze the victory of the Communists forces in the 

civil war that followed the Japanese defeat.  

23. Evaluate the evolution of China under Communist rule including the legacy of the Great Leap Forward and the Cultural Revolution.  

24. Discuss China’s development in the post-Mao era and assess the impact of market socialism on the political, economic, social, cultural, and 

environmental aspects of Chinese society.  

 

Student Learning Outcomes: Upon completion of History of China, students will be able to develop and persuasively argue a historical thesis in a 

written assignment that identifies and explains major social, economic, political and/or cultural historical themes or patterns in Chinese history and 

apply appropriate historical methods to analyze and use primary and/or secondary sources as evidence to support the thesis. 

 

ADA Statement: El Camino College is committed to providing educational accommodations for students with disabilities upon the timely request by 

the student to the instructor. A student with a disability, who would like to request an academic accommodation, is responsible for identifying 

herself/himself to the instructor and to the Special Resources Center. To make arrangements for academic accommodations, contact the Special 

Resources Center. 


