
History 190 

History of the Middle East 

3 units; 3 hours lab 

Recommended Preparation: eligibility for 

English 1A 

Credit, degree applicable 

Transfer CSU 

 

This course provides an introduction to the political, economic, social, and cultural development of the Middle East from the earliest 

civilizations to the present. Topics include Muhammad and the origins of Islam, the early Islamic Empires, the development of Islamic 

civilization, and state building in the modern era. 

 

Course objectives: 

1. Identify the geographic characteristics and major ethnic groups of the Middle East.  

2. Assess the contributions of early civilizations to the political, economic, social and cultural development of the Middle East.  

3. Explain the origins of Islam and analyze Muhammad’s religious, political, and military role in the early Islamic community.  

4. Examine the establishment of the Umayyad Caliphate and the origins of the Sunni and Shia divisions within Islam.  

5. Discuss the expansion of Islam and analyze the origins and significance of the Abbasid Caliphate.  

6. Identify the Seljuk Turks, and examine the expansion of their empire and the origins of the Crusades.  

7. Analyze Al-Ghazi’s role in the development of Sufism.  

8. Explain the origins of the Mamaluk Dynasty and assess its role in the political and military development of Egypt.  

9. Evaluate the impact of the Mongol invasions and Tamerlane’s conquests on the development of the Middle East.  

10. Examine the origins and expansion of the Ottoman Empire, analyze its political, military and religious institutions, and assess their 

role in the Empire’s decline.  

11. Analyze the origins and collapse of the Safavid Dynasty, and explain its impact on the religious and cultural development of 

Persia.  

12. Compare the various interests of the European Powers in the Middle East in the nineteenth century.  

13. Assess the extent to which each of the following states succeeded in modernizing and resisting European incursions in the 

nineteenth century: Egypt, the Ottoman Empire and Persia.  

14. Explain the origin and analyze the impact of nationalist movements in each of the following during the nineteenth century: Egypt, 

the Ottoman Empire, Persia, and the Arab communities.  

15. Analyze the role of the Ottoman Empire in World War I and the War’s impact on the Middle East.  

16. Explain the Mandate system and assess the impact of British and French policies on the development of the Middle East.  

17. Evaluate the role of Mustafa Kemal Ataturk in the establishment of the Republic of Turkey and the impact of Ataturk’s political, 

economic and social reforms.  

18. Explain the origin the Pahlavi Dynasty, and evaluate how its political, economic and social policies contributed to the 1979 

Revolution and creation of the Islamic Republic of Iran.  

19. Discuss Wahhabism and the origins of the Sa’ud Dynasty and the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia and assess the impact of oil on the 

Kingdom’s development.  

20. Analyze Egypt’s struggle to free itself from British rule and occupation.  

21. Examine the origins of the state of Israel and the Israeli-Palestinian conflict and analyze the development of the conflict.  

22. Assess the impact of Israel’s creation and conflict with the Palestinians on the various states of the Middle East as well as the 

interests of the Western powers.  

23. Identify and analyze challenges posed to regional stability in the Middle East today arising from Islamist movements, terrorist 

activities, the Iraq war and Iran’s potential as a nuclear power. 

Student Learning Outcomes: Upon completion of History of the Middle East, students will be able to develop and persuasively 

argue a historical thesis in a written assignment that identifies and explains major social, economic, political and/or cultural historical 

themes or patterns in Middle Eastern history and apply appropriate historical methods to analyze and use primary and/or secondary 

sources as evidence to support the thesis. 

 

ADA Statement: El Camino College is committed to providing educational accommodations for students with disabilities upon the 

timely request by the student to the instructor. A student with a disability, who would like to request an academic accommodation, is 

responsible for identifying herself/himself to the instructor and to the Special Resources Center. To make arrangements for academic 

accommodations, contact the Special Resources Center. 


