
Philosophy 11 
History of Modern and Contemporary Philosophy 
3 units; 3 hours lecture 
Recommended Preparation: eligibility for English 1A 
Credit, degree applicable Transfer CSU, UC 
 
This course is a survey of the development of modern and contemporary philosophical thought from the 
Renaissance to the 21st century. Topics will include secular humanism, the rise of modern science, empiricism, 
rationalism, idealism, pragmatism, logical positivism, existentialism, and analytic philosophy. 
 
Course Objectives: 

1. Identify and evaluate the roles of humanism, the Protestant Reformation, and the Scientific Revolution as 
precursors of modern thought.  
2. Identify and evaluate the role of 16th and 17th century methods of science in the development of 
philosophical method.  
3. Compare and contrast the ideas of philosophers such as Descartes, Spinoza, and Leibniz.  
4. Compare and contrast the empirical and materialistic philosophies of Bacon, Hobbes, Newton, and Locke.  
5. Compare and differentiate those ideas of Berkeley's philosophy and Hume's skepticism that paved the way 
for irrationalism and romanticism.  
6. Identify and analyze the ideas of the German philosophers who dominated 19th century philosophic thought 
in Germany.  
7. Identify and assess the thought of the British Utilitarians such as Bentham and Mill.  
8. Explain and analyze how the increasingly secular and materialistic beliefs of the Enlightenment influenced 
the thought of the central British thinkers of the nineteenth century.  
9. Identify and explain irrationalistic existentialism, 20th century non-metaphysical positivism, mysticism, and 
Neo-Realism.  
10. Analyze the ideas of the pragmatists, William James and John Dewey including the social, educational, and 
revolutionary implications of their philosophies.  
11. Assess the nature of reality as set forth by the various philosophers from the 15th to the 21st centuries. 

Student Learning Outcomes: 
 
SLO#1 Modern and Contemporary Philosophers- Students will be able to demonstrate knowledge of the 
major Modern and Contemporary philosophers, and how each philosopher builds on the ideas of the 
philosophers who came before them. 
 
SLO#2 Departure for Earlier Medieval Philosophy- Students will be able to demonstrate an understanding 
about how modern philosophy departs from earlier Medieval philosophy, with particular attention to the 
willingness to question past religious and other beliefs which were largely unquestioned in Medieval times.  
 
SLO#3 New Issues- Students will be able to describe how modern and contemporary philosophers such as 
Hume, Nietzsche, and Sarte, present new issues that philosophy had not faced before, such as if there is no God 
then what is the meaning of life and what can be the basis of morality.  
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
ADA Statement:  

El Camino College is committed to providing educational accommodations for students with disabilities upon 
the timely request by the student to the instructor. A student with a disability, who would like to request an 
academic accommodation, is responsible for identifying herself/himself to the instructor and to the Special 
Resource Center. To make arrangements for academic accommodations, contact the Special Resource Center. 

Student Code of Conduct 

http://www.elcamino.edu/administration/board/boarddocs/5500%20%20Academic%20Honesty.pdf 

Student Rights and Grievances Procedure 5530 

http://www.elcamino.edu/administration/board/policies.asp 
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