
Philosophy 114 
Asian Philosophy 
3 units; 3 hours lecture 
Recommended Preparation: eligibility for English 1A 
Credit, degree applicable Transfer CSU 
 
This course examines the central concerns, historic contexts and foundational themes of the diverse 
philosophical traditions of South and East Asia, including Confucianism, Taoism, Hinduism, Buddhism and 
Shintoism. Although some attention is given to Western ideas to which Asian thinkers have responded, the main 
emphasis is given to the different kinds of questions that have engaged Asian thinkers. 
 
Course Objectives: 

1.Acquire, and be able to explain, an extended vocabulary of specific terms and concepts related to Asian 
thought. 
 
2.Analyze the philosophical ideas of Confucius as these relate to both the historical context of his thinking and 
the ideals of human flourishing that he espoused. 
 
3.Identify and analyze the key contributions of Mencius to classic Confucian ethics. 
 
4.Explain and evaluate the Taoist conceptions of reality and nature, especially as these relate to Taoist notions 
of the self and of human social life. 
 
5.Compare and contrast Confucianism and Taoism, in particular as these embody, respectively, the formalist 
and naturalist philosophical traditions of Asia. 
 
6.Analyze Hindu conceptions of existence as these relate to central questions and reflections of the Upanishads. 
 
7.Trace the historical development of the heterodox Hindu philosophies of Buddhism and Jainism from the 
mystic and ritualistic traditions of the early Vedas. 
 
8.Compare and contrast the Hindu notion of the ultimate self with Taoist and/or Buddhist notions of the self. 
 
9.Compare and contrast the philosophies of early Buddhism (India), Hua-yen and Zen Buddhism, especially as 
these relate to the concepts of self and freedom. 
 
10.Identify and analyze the Chinese and Western roots of Mao's theories of knowledge and of dialectics. 
 
11.Identify and assess particular concepts and concerns through which Asian and Western philosophy may be 
contrasted. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
Student Learning Outcomes: 
 
SLO#1 Competing Philosophies- Students will be able to explain the different approaches of the two major 
competing philosophies of China-Taoism and Confucianism.  
 
SLO#2 Ethical and Metaphysical Ideas- Students will be able to explain the major ethical and metaphysical 
ideas of the two major religions of India, Hinduism and Buddhism, and the ways that Buddhism departed from 
Hinduism. 
 
SLO#3 Contrasting Two Asian Philosophies- Students will be able to compare and contrast two of the 
philosophies/religions of Asia, with particular attention to how these differences will result in different 
lifestyles. 
 
ADA Statement: Students with disabilities who believe they may need accommodations in this class are encouraged to 
contact the Special Resource Center on campus as soon as possible to better ensure such accommodations are 
implemented in a timely fashion. As well, please contact me privately to discuss your specific needs. 

Student Code of Conduct 

http://www.elcamino.edu/administration/board/boarddocs/5500%20%20Academic%20Honesty.pdf 

Student Rights and Grievances Procedure 5530 

http://www.elcamino.edu/administration/board/policies.asp 

 

http://www.elcamino.edu/administration/board/boarddocs/5500%20%20Academic%20Honesty.pdf
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