
Philosophy 7 
Philosophy of Relig ion 
3 units; 3 hours lecture 
Recommended Preparation: eligibility for English 1A 
Credit, degree applicable Transfer CSU, UC 
 
This course is an introduction to traditional philosophical problems connected with religious belief. Issues to be 
discussed are the existence and nature of God; the problems of evil; the nature of religious language; the existence of 
miracles; religious experience; and mysticism. The rationality of religious belief will also be examined. 
 
Course Objectives: 

1. Recognize and explain the difference between the literal and metaphorical use of language occurring in religious 
discourse and texts.  
2. Identify and discuss the main areas of philosophical conflict that presently exist between religion and science.  
3. State, analyze, and assess traditional arguments both for and against the existence of God.  
4. Analyze traditional arguments both for and against the existence of miracles.  
5. Evaluate the differing viewpoints concerning the appropriate interpretation of divine inspiration of scripture.  
6. Examine the problem of evil, and critique the various theodicies that have been offered in response to it.  
7. Explain and describe the phenomenon of mysticism, and recognize particular examples of it in various religious 
traditions and literary sources throughout the world.  
8. Discuss and evaluate proposed attempts to reconcile apparent differences between the doctrines, dogmas, and 
practices of major religions throughout the world.  
9. Evaluate the dominant themes and issues in religious philosophy.  
10. Analyze the philosophical problems relating to religion.  
11. Recognize and evaluate the degree of certainty that it is possible to achieve regarding religious metaphysical 
claims.  
12. Identify and discuss the metaphysical beliefs of the existence of God, souls, heaven and hell, reincarnation, 
karma, merging with the all, and another reality.  
13. Recognize and evaluate the motivations to believe in an all-good God, and distinguish these from arguments or 
reasons regarding why one should believe in God.  
14. Assess the concept of faith, distinguish faith from fact, and analyze how this understanding moves one toward an 
attitude of tolerance.  

Student Learning Outcomes:   
 
SLO#1 Distinguishing Foundations- Students will be able to distinguish the foundations of belief in physical 
objects vs. metaphysical concepts, such as a God, souls, and heaven and hell, and how this understanding fosters 
both tolerance toward the religious beliefs of others and a deeper understanding of their own religious beliefs. 
 
SLO#2 Belief in Immortal Souls- Students will be able to articulate the arguments for and problems regarding the 
beliefs in immortal souls, heaven and hell. 
 
SLO#3 Existence of God- Students will be able to describe and explain the major arguments for the existence of 
God, and the primary criticisms of each argument. 
 
ADA Statement:  
El Camino College is committed to providing educational accommodations for students with disabilities upon the timely 
request by the student to the instructor. A student with a disability, who would like to request an academic 
accommodation, is responsible for identifying herself/himself to the instructor and to the Special Resource Center. To 
make arrangements for academic accommodations, contact the Special Resource Center. 
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