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Political Science 3 
Introduction to Principles and Methods of Political Science 
3 units; 3 hours lecture 
Recommended Preparation: eligibility for English 1A 
Credit, degree applicable Transfer CSU, UC 
 
This course focuses on analysis of the basic concepts, political theories and subfields of political science. Major 
topics include a description of the methodology and research techniques employed by contemporary political 
scientists. Major political theories of the individual and the state, and the impact of these themes on modern 
political ideologies will also be examined. 
 
Course Objectives: 

1. Examine the scope of the political science discipline in terms of its major subfields. 
2. Distinguish between the differences among various methodological techniques such as statistical 

analysis and public opinion surveys. 
3. Explain the relationships between political science and other disciplines. 
4. Identify the most common structural characteristics and common functions of different types of 

governments, institutional arrangements, and political processes. 
5. Evaluate the major concepts in political science such as nations, states, power, institutions, and political 

behavior.  
6. Compare and contrast unitary and federal systems of democracy. 
7. Evaluate theories of law and justice. 
8. Contrast various types of legal systems 
9. Analyze the major ideas and contributions of selected political philosophers. 
10. Compare and contrast the assumptions and tenets of major political ideologies. 
11. Evaluate the subfields of international relations including theories, actors, and levels of analysis. 

Student Learning Outcomes (SLO): 

1. Ideologies 
In a written essay, the students will discuss and critically analyze the major political ideologies found 
among contemporary political systems. 

2. Presidential and Parliamentary Systems 
In a written essay students will demonstrate knowledge and analyze the differences between presidential 
and parliamentary systems found in democracies today. 

3. Methodology 
In a written essay, students will demonstrate knowledge and distinguish the differences among the 
various methodological techniques used to study Political Science. 
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ADA Statement:  

El Camino College is committed to providing educational accommodations for students with disabilities upon 
the timely request by the student to the instructor. A student with a disability, who would like to request an 
academic accommodation, is responsible for identifying herself/himself to the instructor and to the Special 
Resource Center. To make arrangements for academic accommodations, contact the Special Resource Center. 

Student Code of Conduct 

http://www.elcamino.edu/administration/board/boarddocs/5500%20%20Academic%20Honesty.pdf 

Student Rights and Grievances Procedure 5530 

http://www.elcamino.edu/administration/board/policies.asp 
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