
Political Science 1 
Governments of the United States and California 
3 units; 3 hours lecture 
Recommended Preparation: eligibility for English 1A 
Credit, degree applicable Transfer CSU, UC* 
 
This course is a survey of the concepts, theories, and functions of the American political system. The basic 
principles of the United States Constitution and the government of California will be examined. Emphasis will 
be placed on the formal and informal influences of federalism on national and state governments. 
 
Course Objectives: 

1. Identify the theoretical foundations and the applications of the American political system.  
2. Analyze major political institutions: the presidency, bureaucracy, Congress, Judiciary, elections, political 
parties, and interest groups.  
3. Examine and assess the implementation of democracy, including the different perspectives of elitism, 
pluralism, and majoritarianism.  
4. Evaluate the role of the mass media in the political process.  
5. Identify and discuss political culture and the function of political socialization.  
6. Compare and contrast the relationship of federal and state governmental systems and processes with 
emphasis on California.  
7. Evaluate and analyze the interdependence of economics and politics.  
8. Distinguish between civil rights and civil liberties and their evolution in American society.  
9. Assess the federal and state judicial systems and their impact on public policy.  
10. Examine and discuss the process of public policy making in relation to international and domestic policy 
issues.  
11. Assess the concept and implementation of citizenship.  
12. Analyze issues of race, ethnicity, class, age, and gender as they relate to the distribution of power in the 
political process. 

Student Learning Outcomes:  
 
SLO#1 Articles and Amendments- In a multiple choice test, students will demonstrate knowledge of the basic 
principles of the United States Constitution including its Articles and Amendments, as well as those for the 
government of California. 
 
SLO#2 Linkage Mechanisms- In a multiple choice or written essay test, students will demonstrate an 
understanding of how political parties and interest groups serve as channels for popular participation, and 
compare/contrast the techniques they use to do so. 
 
SLO#3 The Executive Branch- In a written essay or multiple choice exam, students will demonstrate an 
understanding of the various roles played by the President and California Governor, the political resources 
available to them to meet the expectations associated with those roles, and how those resources are limited. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
ADA Statement: Students with disabilities who believe they may need accommodations in this class are encouraged to 
contact the Special Resource Center on campus as soon as possible to better ensure such accommodations are 
implemented in a timely fashion. As well, please contact me privately to discuss your specific needs. 

Student Code of Conduct 

http://www.elcamino.edu/administration/board/boarddocs/5500%20%20Academic%20Honesty.pdf 

Student Rights and Grievances Procedure 5530 

http://www.elcamino.edu/administration/board/policies.asp 

 

http://www.elcamino.edu/administration/board/boarddocs/5500%20%20Academic%20Honesty.pdf
http://www.elcamino.edu/administration/board/AP%20%205530%20STUDENT%20%20RIGHTS%20AND%20GRIEVANCES.doc
http://www.elcamino.edu/administration/board/policies.asp

