
Political Science 10 
Introduction to International Relations 
3 units; 3 hours lecture 
Recommended Preparation: Political Science 1; eligibility for English 1A 
Credit, degree applicable Transfer CSU, UC 
 
In this course students will examine the factors that determine the relations between nations and the problems 
that result from the interplay of these factors. The conditions that can lead to both conflict and cooperation 
among nations will be examined. Major topics include international security, issues of international political 
economy, and international organizations. International law and diplomacy are examined as alternative means 
of resolving conflict. 
 
Course Objectives: 

1. Identify and discuss the major approaches to the understanding and practice of international politics.  
2. Describe and examine the principal historical elements that established the framework within which nations 
now interact with one another.  
3. Evaluate the major elements of national power.  
4. Assess the components of power in selected countries.  
5. Analyze the causes of war.  
6. Compare the strengths and weaknesses of the principal approaches to maintaining and/or restoring peace 
among nations.  
7. Define and assess significant reasons for conflict.  
8. Explain and discuss the role of economic issues in international relations, their impact on diplomacy, war and 
peace, and their centrality in relations between developed and developing nations.  

Student Learning Outcomes: 
 
SLO#1 Major Theoretical Approaches- In a written assignment, students will demonstrate knowledge of 
intergovernmental relations between the various levels of government through an analysis of our federal system. 

SLO#2 Causes of War- In a written assignment, students will discuss and critically analyze the causes of war 
within the international system of states. 

SLO#3 International Political Economy- In a written assignment, students will discuss and compare and 
contrast the major theoretical approaches as they pertain to international Political Economy.  

ADA Statement:  

El Camino College is committed to providing educational accommodations for students with disabilities upon 
the timely request by the student to the instructor. A student with a disability, who would like to request an 
academic accommodation, is responsible for identifying herself/himself to the instructor and to the Special 
Resource Center. To make arrangements for academic accommodations, contact the Special Resource Center. 

Student Code of Conduct 

http://www.elcamino.edu/administration/board/boarddocs/5500%20%20Academic%20Honesty.pdf 

Student Rights and Grievances Procedure 5530 

http://www.elcamino.edu/administration/board/policies.asp 

http://www.elcamino.edu/administration/board/boarddocs/5500%20%20Academic%20Honesty.pdf
http://www.elcamino.edu/administration/board/AP%20%205530%20STUDENT%20%20RIGHTS%20AND%20GRIEVANCES.doc
http://www.elcamino.edu/administration/board/policies.asp

