
Psychology 8 
Social Psychology 
3 units; 3 hours lecture 
Prerequisite: Psychology 5 with a minimum grade of C 
Recommended Preparation: eligibility for English 1A 
Credit, degree applicable Transfer CSU, UC 
 
This course focuses on the scientific study of the psychological processes and interpersonal interactions in and 
between groups. The emphasis is on individual behavior rather than on the group as a unit. Topics include social 
cognition; social perception, attitudes; prejudice and discrimination; social and group influence; aggression and 
prosocial behavior; interpersonal attraction and intimate relationships; and gender and culture. 
 
Course Objectives: 

1. Differentiate among psychology, social psychology, and sociology.  
2. Examine and discuss historical and contemporary perspectives on social psychology.  
3. Describe research methods used in social psychology, with an emphasis on examining how the scientific 
method is used in social psychology.  
4. Identify, describe, and evaluate basic concepts and ideas in social cognition, including schemas, heuristics, 
and the relationship between affect and cognition.  
5. Identify, describe, and evaluate basic concepts and ideas in social perception, including attribution, 
impression formation, and nonverbal communication.  
6. Examine social psychological research on the self and discuss concepts related to the self such as self-esteem, 
self-presentation, and social comparison.  
7. Discuss the components and formation of attitudes and apply this knowledge to examine important attitudinal 
concepts such as the relationship between attitudes and behavior, persuasion, and cognitive dissonance.  
8. Describe and evaluate social psychological research on stereotyping, prejudice, and discrimination.  
9. Differentiate between the basic types of social influence - conformity, compliance, and obedience - and 
discuss and assess social psychological research in these three areas.  
10. Discuss the concept of "group," describe the basic types of group influence (e.g., social loafing, 
deindividuation, groupthink), and relate these types of group influence to your own experiences.  
11. Appraise social psychological research on the nature, causes, and control of aggression.  
12. Assess social psychological research on interpersonal attraction and intimate relationships and relate these 
findings to your own experiences with other people.  
13. Appraise social psychological research on prosocial behavior and formulate ideas on how this research 
could be applied to increasing prosocial behavior in our society.  
14. Describe how social psychological principles can be applied to such areas as law, health, and work.  
15. Explain how knowledge of gender/sex and cultural differences and similarities can provide a broader 
understanding of basic social psychological concepts. 

Student Learning Outcomes 
 
SLO#1 Logic of the Scientific Method- On examination (e.g., m/c, T/F, fill-in, matching, essay), written 
essay, research paper, and/or oral presentation, students will be able to explain and evaluate historical and 
contemporary perspectives on social psychology. 
 
 
 



 
SLO#2 Fundamental Principles- On examination (e.g., m/c, T/F, fill-in, matching, essay), written essay, 
research paper, and/or oral presentation, students will be able to identify and explain, differentiate, and critique 
the major theoretical perspectives and topics in social psychology (e.g., attribution, conformity, deindividuation, 
aggression).  
 
SLO#3 Everyday Application- On examination (e.g., m/c, T/F, fill-in, matching, essay), written essay, 
research paper, and/or oral presentation, students will be able to apply fundamental social psychological 
principles in their efforts to understand everyday life experiences (individual/group differences; attitude, belief, 
and value formation; interpersonal interactions).  
 
ADA Statement: El Camino College is committed to providing educational accommodations for students with 
disabilities upon the timely request by the student to the instructor. A student with a disability, who would like 
to request an academic accommodation, is responsible for identifying herself/himself to the instructor and to the 
Special Resource Center. To make arrangements for academic accommodations, contact the Special Resource 
Center. 

Student Code of Conduct 

http://www.elcamino.edu/administration/board/boarddocs/5500%20%20Academic%20Honesty.pdf 

Student Rights and Grievances Procedure 5530 

http://www.elcamino.edu/administration/board/policies.asp 

http://www.elcamino.edu/administration/board/boarddocs/5500%20%20Academic%20Honesty.pdf
http://www.elcamino.edu/administration/board/AP%20%205530%20STUDENT%20%20RIGHTS%20AND%20GRIEVANCES.doc
http://www.elcamino.edu/administration/board/policies.asp

