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Political Science I: Governments of the United States and California 

Spring 2016 – Section 2758 (3 units) 

T/TH 2:00-3:25pm, SOCS 120 

Professor Kresse Armour 

 

E-mail: karmour@elcamino.edu 

 

 

Office Hours: By appointment 

 

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * 

 

Welcome Spring 2016 students! 

 

Required Textbooks:  

‘We the People,” Tenth Core Edition, Ginsberg, Lowi, Weir, Tolbert (yellow cover) 

 

Required Readings/educational materials: Will be e-mailed to students.  

 

Prerequisite: None 

 

Recommended Preparation: Eligibility for English 1A  

 

Course Student Learning Objectives: 

1. Identify the theoretical foundations and the applications of the American political 

system. 

2. Analyze major political institutions: the presidency, bureaucracy, Congress, Judiciary, 

elections, political parties, and interest groups. 

3. Examine and assess the implementation of democracy, including the different 

perspectives of elitism, pluralism, and majoritarianism. 

4. Evaluate the role of the mass media in the political process. 

5. Identify and discuss political culture and the function of political socialization. 

6. Compare and contrast the relationship of federal and state governmental systems and 

processes with emphasis on California. 

7. Evaluate and analyze the interdependence of economics and politics. 

8. Distinguish between civil rights and civil liberties and their evolution in American 

society. 

9. Assess the federal and state judicial systems and their impact on public policy. 

10. Examine and discuss the process of public policy making in relation to international 

and domestic policy issues. 

11. Assess the concept and implementation of citizenship. 

12. Analyze issues of race, ethnicity, class, age, and gender as they relate to the 

distribution of power in the political process. 
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SLO: Course Level Student Learning Outcome: 

SLO #1 Articles and Amendments – In a multiple-choice test, students will demonstrate 

knowledge of the basic principles of the United States Constitution including its Articles 

and Amendments, as well as those for the government of California. 

SLO #2 Linkage Mechanisms – In a multiple choice or written essay test, students will 

demonstrate an understanding of how political parties and interest groups serve as 

channels for popular participation, and compare/contrast the techniques they use to do so. 

SLO #3 The Executive Branch – In a written essay or multiple choice exam, students will 

demonstrate an understanding of the various roles played by the President and California 

Governor, the political resources available to them to meet the expectations associated 

with those roles, and how those resources are limited. 

 

CLASS CONDUCT: It is expected that students will: 

• attend class regularly, be on time, and stay for the entire class period; roll will be taken.  

• get notes from a fellow student if a class is missed; lectures will often cover material not 

found in the readings; my goal is to provide information that will complement the book 

• come prepared to participate; this means that you have carefully read and given critical 

thought to the text and other assigned readings so that you have a grasp of the issues and 

can make meaningful contributions to classroom discussion 

• regularly contribute to class discussion 

• be respectful of other students –– classroom discussions on politics may find students 

with alternative points of view who take competing sides on an issue; so remember to 

stay with the point, which is to consider and evaluate strengths and weaknesses in a given 

argument, including all relevant possibilities 

• turn off cell phones; texting, phone chat, twittering, etc. will not be tolerated in class 

• video taping or recording is not allowed 

• complete classroom assignments on time 

 

 

Course Outline: 

 

Unit One: The Constitution, Federalism, Civil Liberties 

Week 1: 

(1/19) Course introduction/Overview of political concepts/Constitution-Founding 

Introduction of research paper: Political Passport 

Homework Assignment No. 1: Concepts of citizenship  

Readings: Chapter 2 

Week 2: 

(1/26) – Federalism  

Readings: Chapter 3 

Week 3  

(2/2) - Civil Liberties 

Readings: Chapters 4 

Week 4:  

(2/9) – Civil Rights 

Readings: Chapter 5 
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Week 5:  

(2/16) ‘Boogie Man’ 

(2/18) EXAM NO. ONE – BRING A BLUEBOOK (no Scantron required) 

 

Unit Two: Bureaucracy & ‘Rock/Paper/Scissors’: Congress, Courts, the Presidency 

Week 6: 

(2/23) Congress 

Readings: Chapter 12 

Week 7: 

(3/1) The Presidency 

Readings: Chapter 13,14 

Week 8:  

(3/8) The Courts  

Readings: Chapter 15 

Week 9: 

3/14-3/18 

SPRING BREAK –– NO SCHOOL  

Week 10: 

(3/22) Federalism 

Readings: review Chapter 3 

Week 11:  

(3/29) ‘Boogie Man’ 

(3/31) EXAM NO. TWO – BRING A BLUEBOOK (no Scantron required) 

 

Unit Three: Political Culture, Foreign and Domestic policies, Special Interest 

Groups, the Media, Campaigns & Elections, Political Participation 

Week 12:  

(4/5) Special interest groups  

ASSIGN POLITICAL PASSPORT PAPER – THIS IS DUE IN CLASS ON 12/3 

Readings:  Chapter 11 

Week 13:  

(4/12) Political Culture 

Readings: Chapter 1, 6 

Week 14:  

(4/19) ‘Fair Game’ 

Week 15: 

(4/26) Political Participation  

Readings: Chapter 8,9 

POLITICAL PASSPORTS DUE IN CLASS – will not be accepted after this date 

Week 16: 

(5/3) Elections 

‘The Most Dangerous Man’ 

Readings: Chapter 7, 10 

Week 17:  

(5/10) - Review 

(5/12) EXAM NO. 3 (FINAL) – BRING A BLUEBOOK (no Scantron required) 
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IMPORTANT DATES:  

 

• Last day to add: Friday, January 29, 2016 

• Last day to drop for an enrollment fee refund: January 29, 2016 

• Last Day to Drop Without Notation on Permanent Record 

• Last Day to Drop with a “W”: Friday, April 15, 2016 

 

 

HOMEWORK 
There will be 10 written homework assignments, worth 10 POINTS EACH. These will 

be a MINIMUM of 650 words each and are designed to clarify and cement political 

concepts. You will have a full week to complete each homework assignment.  

Do not e-mail your homework. You must turn in hard copies, in class, on the day the 

assignment is due. ASSIGNMENTS ARE TO BE WRITTEN IN YOUR OWN 

WORDS. LATE WORK WILL NOT BE ACCEPTED. USE MLA STYLE TO 

PROPERLY CITE REFERENCES. INCLUDE A ‘WORKS CITED’ PAGE. 

 

Research Papers – There will be one research paper:   

 “Political Passport” (100 points) 

 • 10 pages minimum (longer is OK) 

• TO BE WRITTEN IN YOUR OWN WORDS  

 

In writing your research paper use MLA reference citation style. If you need help with 

this, go to the writing center. Students may e-mail a rough draft of the research paper –– 

up to a week early, after this it is too late –– and I will critique it for content, 

clarity/strength of argument, quality of writing, and style. Students will have the 

opportunity to make corrections/improvements to their work before turning in a final 

draft of their paper for a grade. There is no penalty for turning in the paper early for my 

review; it is simply an opportunity to improve your work and get a better grade.  

 

Exams:  

• There will be three exams. Each exam will be worth 100 points. Exams will not be 

cumulative. NO MAKEUP EXAMS WILL BE GIVEN.  Successful test essay answers 

will reflect critical thought. They will be well structured and analytical. They will 

identify key problems contained in the essay questions. They will identify and evaluate 

alternative points of view with a goal of distinguishing why one argument is stronger or 

weaker than another. BLUEBOOKS ARE REQUIRED FOR ALL EXAMS.   

 

Exams, worth 100 points each, will have a total of 40 questions. 

 • multiple-choice answers are 2 points each (there will be 35 of these) 

 • short answers are 5 points each (there will be 4 of these) 

 • essay question is worth 10 points (there will be one of these) 
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Test grades are determined by strict percentages:  

A = 90-100% 

B = 80-89% 

C = 70-79% 

D = 60-69% 

F = 59% or less 

 

Final grading criteria:  

Exams: 3@100 points each  300  

Homework: 10 @ 10 points each 100 

Political Passport term paper  100 

Total possible points   500 

 

Final grade breakdown: 

A = 450-500 points 

B = 400-449 points 

C = 350-399 points 

D = 300-349 points 

F = 299 points or less 

 

If you do not turn in an assignment, or do not take a test, you will receive a ‘zero’ for that 

assignment or test, which will lower your grade point average. There are no make-ups for 

tests, homework or research papers. Late work will not be accepted. 

 

Extra Credit – maximum 50 points 

(1) Cultural Exchange paper – to be explained in class 

 • 25 points 

 A list of standard extra credit opportunities will be provided 

 

Students who do not turn in all required assignments will not be eligible for extra 

credit assignments.  

 

Attendance/Participation:  

• Attendance in class is required.  

• Participation is required.  

 

ADA Statement:  

Students with disabilities who believe they may need accommodations in this class are 

encouraged to contact the Special Resource Center on campus as soon as possible to 

better ensure such accommodations are implemented in a timely fashion. As well, please 

contact me privately to discuss your specific needs.  

 

 

 

 

Academic Honesty: 
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El Camino College is dedicated to maintaining an optimal learning environment and 

insists upon academic honesty. To uphold the academic integrity of the institution, all 

members of the academic community, faculty, staff and students alike, must assume 

responsibility for providing an educational environment of the highest standards 

characterized by a spirit of academic honesty. It is the responsibility of all members of 

the academic community to behave in a manner which encourages learning and promotes 

honesty and to act with fairness toward others. Students should not seek an unfair 

advantage over other students when completing an assignment, taking an examination, or 

engaging in any other kind of academic activity. 

 

Standards of Conduct: 

Conduct at El Camino College must conform to the laws of the State of California, 

District policies, and campus rules and regulations. The El Camino College faculty, staff, 

and administration are dedicated to maintaining a positive learning environment. Optimal 

standards for behavior are essential to the maintenance of a quality college environment. 

These standards will apply to all students on campus, other college property or while 

attending any college-sponsored event. Violation of such laws, policies, rules, and 

regulations or behavior adversely affecting suitability as a student, will lead to 

disciplinary action. Disciplinary actions as noted in Administrative Procedure 5520 may 

be taken against any person who engages in behavior defined as misconduct. 

 

Student Code of Conduct  
http://www.elcamino.edu/administration/board/boarddocs/5500%20%20Academic%20Honesty.pdf  

 

Student Rights and Grievances Procedure 5530  
http://www.elcamino.edu/administration/board/policies.asp  

 

 

The syllabus may change at the instructor’s discretion; students will be notified.  


