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 Political Science 1: Section 2750 
Professor: Joy Balemi 

Term: Spring 2016 
Classes: Monday and Wednesday 1:00pm-2:25pm 

Class Room: Social Science Building Room 123 
Office/Office Hours: By Appointment Only 

Email: jbalemi@elcamino.edu 
Phone: 310-660-3593 ext. 4609 

 

 
Political Science 1: Governments of the United States and California- 3 Units 
This course is a survey of the concepts, theories, and functions of the American political system. 
The basic principles of the United States Constitution and the government of California will be 
examined. Emphasis will be placed on the formal and informal influences of federalism on national 
and state governments. 
Recommended Preparation: Eligibility for English 1A 
 
Professor’s Objective 
This course offers an introduction to the American Political System, its institutions, and its 
functional operations.  The course will cover many topics of American politics. Students will learn 
that each of these topics are interrelated to the system as a whole and by the end of the semester, 
should be able to utilize political science terminology and concepts to understand, and analyze, 
how the national government of the United States and the state government of California works 
and operates.  Additionally, this course will analyze why these political institutions are set up the 
way they are and functions as they do.  Finally, students should be able to utilize this knowledge to 
assess the rights, liberties, and expectations of U.S. citizens. 
 
Student Learning Objectives 

1. Demonstrate knowledge of the basic principles of the United States Constitution 
including its Articles and Amendments. 

2. Demonstrate knowledge of the basic principles of the California Government. 
3. Demonstrate an understanding of how political parties and interest groups serve 

as channels for popular participation. 
4. Demonstrate an understanding of the various roles played by the President and 

California Governor, the political resources available to them to meet the 
expectations associated with those roles, and how those resources are limited.   

 
Course Learning Outcomes 

1. Identify the theoretical foundations and the applications of the American Political 
Systems. 

2. Analyze major political institution: the presidency, bureaucracy, Congress, 
Judiciary, elections, political parties, and interest groups. 

3. Examine and assess the implementation of democracy, including the different 
perspectives of elitism, pluralism, and majoritarianism. 

4. Evaluate the role of the mass media in the political process. 
5. Identify and discuss political culture and the function of political socialization. 
6. Compare and contrast the relationship of federal and state government systems 
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and process with emphasis on California. 
7. Evaluate and analyze the interdependence of economics and politics. 
8. Distinguish between civil rights and civil liberties and their evolution in American 

society. 
9. Assess the federal and state judicial system and their impact on public policy. 
10. Examine and discuss the process of public policy making in relation to 

international and domestic policy issues. 
11. Asses the concept and implementation of citizenship. 
12. Analyze issues of race, ethnicity, class, age, and gender as they relate to the 

distribution of power in the political process. 
    
Course Reading  
Textbooks can be purchased at the campus bookstore or directly from the publisher. Required materials 
are listed below. 

1. Shea, Daniel M., Joanne Green, and Christopher E. Smith. Living Democracy: 2014 Elections 
Edition. 4rd ed. New York: Pearson/Longman, 2015. (With REVEL) 

ISBN 10: 0134138465 
ISBN 13: 9780134138466 
Approximate Cost New: $80-$95 

2. Field, Mona. California Government and Politics Today. 14th ed. Boston: Pearson, 2013 
ISBN 10: 0205251781 
ISBN 13: 9780205251780 
Approximate Cost New: $30-$40 
 

**Additional readings to be provided. See schedule  
 

Grade 
Grade breakdown is as follows. 
 
5% Homework #1 (1,2,3,6, and 7)    February 17, 2016 
30% Midterm       March 9, 2016 
15% Legislative Paper     March 23, 2016 
5% Homework #2 (8,9,5,4 and 10)    April 6, 2016 
10% City Council Meeting or Letter to Representative April 20, 2016 
5% Homework #3 (13,11,12,14, and 15)   May 4, 2016 
30% Final        May 11, 2016 
 
 
Grading Scale 
Grades will not be rounded up in this class. The grade scale is as follows.  
 

100-90 = A 
89.9-80 = B 
79.9-70 = C 
69.9-60 = D 
59.9 & below = F 
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Assignment Explanations 
Brief explanations of the assignments are below. More details will be given throughout the semester. 
 

Exams- There will be two exams during the semester. The final exam will be cumulative in the 
sense that concepts will continue to build on each other through the semester. Exams will be designed 
as multiple choice, short answer, and essay. Students are required to bring a blank blue book with them 
on exam day, which can be purchased in the bookstore. While there will be no review sessions for 
exams in class, there will be a study guide provided one week before the exam date. It will be the 
student’s responsibility to schedule office hours to get help on any concepts they are struggling with. 
 

Homework Assignments- There will be three homework packets due throughout the semester 
(see schedule for due dates). Each homework packet will cover five chapters from the main textbook. 
Students are encouraged to work on each section of the packet with the corresponding reading 
assignment for the week. Students should not wait until the final chapter of the packet to begin. 

 
Legislation Paper- This is the student’s research paper for this class. The premise will be to 

research and understands the arguments that go into the creation of a law. Students will be required to 
pick a recent federal law and research who supported the passing of the law, who was against it, and 
why. In the paper, the student will explain both sides of these arguments in a minimum of 5 full pages, 
maximum of 8 full pages, with 1” margins, 12 point font, in Times New Roman, and double spaced. In 
addition to the 5-8 pages, a full bibliography is required. This is not an opinion paper. Any personal 
opinions inserted in the paper without supporting evidence will be marked down for failing to follow 
instructions. Additionally, papers will be required to be sent into Turnitin.com. Further explanations, 
questions, and comments will be taken during the writing workshop (February 29, 2016) where the 
professor will go over all the requirements, logistics, and writing standards for both papers. If the 
student is unable to attend that day of class, it is their responsibility to schedule office hours. 

*Turn it in- Class ID “11427212”- Password “2750” 
 

City Council Meeting or Letter to Representative- For the second paper of the semester, the 
student is required to attend a city council meeting and write a review of their experience, or write a 
letter to their local representative about an issue in their community. Both options will have a full 3 
pages minimum and 5 page maximum with 1” margins, 12 point font, Times New Roman, and double 
spaced. Paper must be accompanied with handwritten notes from the city council meeting or a 
bibliography for the letter to the representative. The letter to the representative will not actually be 
mailed into the representative, so student should make sure they construct the paper as an assignment. 
Papers will be required to be sent into Turnitin.com. Further explanations, questions, and comments will 
be taken during the writing workshop (February 29, 2016) where the professor will go over all the 
requirements, logistics, format for letters, and writing standards for both papers. If the student is unable 
to attend that day of class, it is their responsibility to schedule office hours. 

*Turn it in- Class ID “11427212”- Password “2750” 
 

Attendance Policy 
Students are expected to attend classes regularly.  Students who miss the first class meeting or who are 
not in regular attendance during the add period for the class may be dropped by the instructor. 
However, students are responsible for dropping a class within the deadlines below.   
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Students whose absences from the class exceed 10% of the scheduled class meeting time may also be 
dropped by the instructor. 

http://www.elcamino.edu/admissions/attendance.asp 

Dropping Course 
To avoid being dropped from this course, the student must attend the first day of class.  If a student is 
absent without notifying the instructor or departmental office within 24 hours after the first class 
meeting, the student may be dropped from the class.  After the first class, it is up to the student to drop 
the course.  A student should not assume that this will be done for them and should take the 
responsibility to ensure that they have been properly dropped. 

 
Important dates 

Last day to add: 1/29/2016 
Last date to drop without a W on transcript:  1/29/2016 
Last date to drop with a W on transcript:  4/15/2016 

 

Academic & Student Support/ Tutoring 
Academic support is available to El Camino College students in a variety of areas, from tutoring and 
writing assistance to computer and copying services. Some services are available on a drop-in basis; 
others require an appointment. All students are advised to take advantage of these free and/or low-cost 
services. 

http://www.elcamino.edu/academics/humanities/writingcenter/ 

http://www.elcamino.edu/welcome/currentstudents/academicstudentsupport.asp 

Students Expectations 
This course is a college lecture course. Ultimately, the student is responsible for their own success. The 
coue is designed such that if a student works hard and makes the effort, they can do quite well.  
Students should turn all work in, do the readings, and attend class to maximize their experience. Most of 
a student’s success depends on them being present, engaging in the material, and paying attention to 
the lectures. This means refraining from engaging in any distracting or disruptive behavior such as, but 
not limited to, using cell phones, texting, surfing the web, taking pictures, off topic discussions with 
classmates, etc.  Please, don’t cheat fellow classmates out of an opportunity for success.  For that 
reason, the professor will not tolerate any disruptive behavior in class. Students will be asked to leave if 
they engage in such activities. 
 
Student Code of Conduct and Academic Honesty 
Plagiarism or cheating of any kind will not be tolerated in this class. An infraction of any type, regardless 
of how small, may lead to a point deduction, a score of zero, and/or being reported to the Dean for 
consideration to be dismissed from this institution. Below is the link to the campus policy on the Student 
Code of Conduct and Academic Honesty, it is the student’s responsibility to comply fully. 
 
http://www.elcamino.edu/studentservices/activities/codeofconduct.asp 
 
 
 

http://www.elcamino.edu/admissions/attendance.asp
http://www.elcamino.edu/academics/humanities/writingcenter/
http://www.elcamino.edu/welcome/currentstudents/academicstudentsupport.asp
http://www.elcamino.edu/studentservices/activities/codeofconduct.asp
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Electronic Devices 
Electronic devices will only be allowed for taking notes in this class. Cell phone use is not allowed; please 
ensure that phones are put on silent.  All other electronics are prohibited in the classroom and should be 
put away before each class, including recording devices, mp3, tablets, etc.. Repeated interruption of 
class for any of the above reasons may lead to the student being dismissed from class for the day. If 
students are caught using their electronics for any other reason, other than approved use, they will be 
banned from using any devises for the rest of the semester. 
 
Missing Exams or Late Assignments 
Late assignments will not be accepted unless students provide documented evidence of an approved 
excuse.   

 
If students miss an exam, they will not be able to make up the exam, unless that student can provide 
documented evidence of an approved excuse.  If students think they will miss the exam, the professor 
will allow for early exam make ups, but students must come to the professor in advance to set up a date 
and time for the makeup. 
 
The professor reserves the right to determine on a case by case basis whether or not an excuse qualifies 
for an assignment extension.  This includes serious illness, death of a close family member, jury duty, 
earthquake, flood, fire, etc. Otherwise, it is the student’s responsibility to turn assignments on time. 
 
Classroom Expectation 
Students are in the classroom, they are expected to be on time, respectful of other students, and 
respectful of the professor. If students are late to this class, or are disruptive, they may be asked to 
leave for the day. The professor’s primary objective is to make sure that students that want to be in the 
classroom to learn, have the ability to do so. 
 
Students with Disabilities 
Any student with a disability that needs accommodation in this course is encouraged to speak with the 
professor as soon as possible to make appropriate arrangements.  For more information or assistance, 
please contact the Special Resource Center at (310) 660-3295 or one of the following counselors or 
disability specialists by dialing (310) 660-3593 and their extension. 

http://www.elcamino.edu/academics/src/ 
 
Weekly Schedule 
Below is the weekly schedule for the semester. In addition to textbook readings, some weeks will have 
supplement readings, which will be located on the school website. It is the student’s responsibility to 
check the school website regularity for additional readings that may be added throughout the semester. 
All assignment are due at the start of class. 
 
 
Week 1: January 18 & 20 Introductions and Class Syllabus 
January 18:  Campus Closed Holiday 

January 20:  Introduction to Class, Syllabus, Class Expectations, and How to 
Use  Website 

 
 

http://www.elcamino.edu/academics/src/
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Week 2: January 25 & 27 History and Background of U.S. Government and Types of 
Government and Constitution 

January 25:  Chapters 1 and 2 in Shea, Green, and Smith  
January 27:  Appendixes 2-5 in Shea, Green, and Smith 

 
 Week 3: February 1 & 3  Constitution and Federalism 

February 1:  Chapter 3 in Shea, Green, and Smith 
February 3:    

 
 Week 4: February 8 & 10 Legislative Branch 

February 8:  Chapter 6 in Shea, Green, and Smith 
February 10:    

 
 Week 5: February 15 & 17 Executive Branch and Bureaucracy 

February 15:  Campus Closed Holiday 

February 17:  
Chapters 7 and 8 in Shea, Green, and Smith 
Homework # 1 Due- Chapters 1,2,3,6 and 7 

  
Week 6: February 22 & 24 Judiciary Branch 

February 22:  Chapter 9 in Shea, Green, and Smith and Section from 
Marbury v. Madison 

February 24:    

 
 Week 7: February 29 & March 

2  Writing Workshop/ State Government Starts 

February 29:  Writing Workshop  
March 2:  Chapters 1, 2, 3, 8, and 9 in Field 

 
 

Week 8: March 7 & 9 State Government continues, Local Government, and 
Midterm 

March 7:  Chapters 11 and 13 in Field 
March 9:  Midterm 

 
 Week 9: March 14 & 16 Spring Break No Class 

March 14:  No Class 
March 16:  No Class  
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Week 10: March 21 & 23 Civil Rights 

March 21:  Chapter 5 in Shea, Green, and Smith and Section from Brown 
v. Board of Education of Topeka 

March 23:  Legislative Paper Due 

 Week 11: March 28 &30 Civil Liberties 

March 28:  Chapter 4 in Shea, Green, and Smith and Section from 
Lawrence v. Texas 

March 30:   

 
 Week 12: April 4 & 6  Public Opinion and Political Socialization 

April 4:  Chapter 10 in Shea, Green, and Smith and Chapter 4 in Field 
April 6:  Homework #2 Due- Chapters 8, 9, 5, 4, and 10 

 
 Week 13: April 11 & 13 Elections and Political Parties  

April 11:  Chapter 13 in Shea, Green, and Smith and Chapters 6 and 7 in 
Field 

April 13:    

 
 Week 14: April 18 & 20 Media  

April 18:  Chapter 11 in Shea, Green, and Smith and Chapter 5 in Field 
April 20:  City Council/Letter to Representative Due 

 
 Week 15: April 25 & 27 Interest Groups and Participation 

April 25:  Chapter 12 in Shea, Green, and Smith 
April 27:    

 
 Week 16: May 2 & 4 Policy Making 

May 2:  Chapters 14 and 15 in Shea, Green, and Smith 
May 4:  Homework #3 Due- Chapters 13,11, 12, 14, and 15 

 
 Week 17: May 9 & 11 Current Issues and Final Exam 

May 9:  Chapter 10, 12, 14 and 15 in Field 
May 11:  Final Exam 
 
 

**Note** the professor reserves the right to change any 
aspect of this syllabus at any point in the semester. 


