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U.S. History from 1877 to the present (HIST 102) 
El Camino College Spring 2016  

 
Course description: This course is a chronological survey of American history from 1877 to the present, 
focusing on American social, intellectual, political, economic, and diplomatic institutions. Major topics 
include culture, ethnic and racial diversity and the role of the United States within the context of world 
history. 
 
John Baranski 
Email: jbaranski@elcamino.edu  
Office location and phone: SOCS #110 and 310-660-3593 ext.3583 

Office hours: M 2:30-4, T 3:30-5, W 2:30-4:30, and by appointment 
 
Required reading: 

Howard Zinn, A People’s History of the United States (2003 or later edition) 
Tera Hunter, To ‘Joy My Freedom: Southern Black Women’s Lives and Labors after the Civil War 
Bruce Schulman, Lyndon B. Johnson and American Liberalism (2011 or newer edition) 
E-reader with primary sources and short articles  

 
Source text: 

Joseph Locke and Ben Wright, eds., The American Yawp: A Free and Online, Collaboratively Built 
American History Textbook (http://www.americanyawp.com). (Free) 

 
Assignments and grade distribution: 
Participation   (15%)     75 
2 exams    (40%)   200 
1 thesis and outline draft    (5%)     25 
1 research paper   (20%)   100 
2 reading quizzes   (10%)     50 
2 graded group projects  (10%)     50 
Total possible points                 500 
 
The following percentages will determine your final grade:  
90-100% = A 
80-89% = B 
70-79% = C 
60-69% = D 
0-59% = F  
Extra credit is not available. Plagiarism will be punished at the administrative level. No exceptions.  
 
Technology statement:  
There are no electronic devices allowed in class. If you have concerns about this policy, please see me.  
 
Participation: 
The participation grade will be based on your informed, thoughtful comments during class discussion 
and your behavior in class. For success, do the reading and come to class ready to discuss the materials. 
If you use your cell phone in class or act or talk in a way that is disruptive, your participation grade 
will suffer. If you use an electronic device during class, your participation grade will be lowered by 20 
points for each offense.  
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In class exams:  
There are two exams. Both are in class. Before each exam, you will receive a study guide to help you 
prepare. The exams will include short identifications and an essay question that requires a thesis 
statement and supporting evidence drawn from course materials. You must use a blue book for the 
exam. Blue books are sold at the campus bookstore and in a vending machine in the library.  
 
Research essay:  
Students will write a 5-6 page (double-spaced) research essay. We will discuss the assignment 
expectations, requirements, and grading rubric in class. One part of this assignment requires the 
submission of a thesis statement and outline for feedback before your final paper is handed in. 
 
Group projects: 
Student success is connected to active learning in class with other students. One way this will be 
facilitated is with group projects, three of which will be graded. To participate in group projects, it is 
important to think like a historian when doing and discussing assigned readings. Students will divide 
into small groups to discuss primary source materials. Your group projects will be based on a set of 
questions that will be due at the end of class. Group assignments might be given during any class, and 
you can’t make up missed group assignments.  
 
Reading quizzes: 
There will be two reading quizzes. Reading quizzes will consist of a set of questions that will test your 
understanding of historical themes and your ability to construct historical arguments. You can’t make 
up missed reading quizzes.  
 
Primary source analysis:  
Throughout the course, primary sources will be assigned. These will be emailed to students. You are 
responsible for reading these materials and, when relevant, incorporating them into quizzes, group 
projects, the paper, and exams.  
 
Attendance, classroom etiquette and cheating:  
Attendance will be taken at the beginning of every class and, if needed, at the end of class. Students 

may be dropped from the course after 4 absences. Students are expected to treat each other and the 
professor respectfully. Disruptive behavior interrupts learning. Please contribute to a positive learning 
experience for yourself and the other students. Arrive on time, don’t leave during class, be prepared to 
participate in class. Cheating and plagiarism will not be tolerated. Plagiarism occurs when you take 
credit for the original ideas and/or words of another person.  
 
Students with a disability:  
El Camino College is committed to providing educational accommodations for students with 
disabilities upon the timely request by the student to the instructor. A student with a disability who 
would like to request an academic accommodation is responsible for talking with the instructor and the 
Special Resources Center. To make arrangements for academic accommodations, contact the Special 
Resources Center at 310-660-3295.  
 
Student Code of Conduct:  
https://www.elcamino.edu/studentservices/activities/codeofconduct.asp 
 
Student Rights and Grievances Procedure 5530:  
https://www.elcamino.edu/studentservices/activities/college-complaint-process.asp 
 

https://www.elcamino.edu/studentservices/activities/college-complaint-process.asp
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Student Learning Outcome for History 102: Upon completion of this course, students will be able to 
develop and persuasively argue an historical thesis in a written assignment that identifies and explains 
major social, economic, political and/or cultural historical themes or patterns in United States history 
from 1877 to the present and applies appropriate historical methods to analyze and use primary 
and/or secondary sources as evidence to support the thesis. Students will achieve the outcome by 
learning the content of U.S. history since 1877; by accurately analyzing primary and secondary sources; 
and by successfully using those sources to prove an argument in a paper and in the essay exam 
answers.  
History 102 Course Objectives:  
1. Describe and assess the process by which the United States was economically transformed and 
modernized in the late 19th and early 20th centuries.  
2. Evaluate major American political, religious, and cultural values for the 1877 to 1914 period.  
3. Compare and contrast the changing demography of America from 1877 to 1914 and from 1945 to the 
present.  
4. Determine the processes of assimilation and acculturation expected of immigrants to the United 
States from 1900 to the present.  
5. Discuss and evaluate the interaction of majority and minority groups during the 20th century.  
6. Identify and analyze the causation, sequence of events, concepts, development, and impact of 
various American political reform movements, such as Populism, Progressivism, the New Deal, the 
Fair Deal, Civil Rights, and the Great Society.  
7. Conceptualize and discuss the meaning of conservatism, liberalism, and radicalism in American 
history from the post World War II era to the present.  
8. Discuss the evolution of gender roles and evaluate the efforts and impact of feminists in the United 
States from 1877 through the contemporary period.  
9. Summarize and analyze the development of American foreign policy since 1890, including imperial 
expansion and the rise of the United States as a world power and leader among a large community of 
nations.  
10. Trace and evaluate United States diplomacy and armed conflict through isolationism, imperialism, 
and collective security policies of the 20th century.  
11. Compare and contrast the core political and philosophical ideas and modes of expression in 
American culture in the 20th century. 
 

Class Schedule 
Unit 1 

Week One  
 Introduction to course, study tips, the craft of history, and the nation the war left 
Readings: Zinn, chapter 23 “The Coming Revolt of the Guards,” afterward, and skim chapter 9 
 
Week Two  

Reconstruction, the great strike of 1877, and industrialization 
Readings: Zinn, chapters 10-11, Hunter, prologue and skim chapters 1-2 
 
Week Three 
 Immigration and urbanization 

Westward expansion and imperialism 
Readings: Zinn, chapter 12, Hunter, chapters 3-4 
 
Week Four  

The labor question and agrarian radicalism  
Industrial workers organize  

Readings: Zinn, chapter 13, Hunter, chapters 5-6  
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Week Five 
 Social policy in a progressive age and post-1900 radicalism 

WW I, the suffrage movement & first great migration, postwar instability  
Readings: Zinn, chapter 14, Hunter, chapters 7-8 
 
Week Six 

WW I, the suffrage movement & first great migration, postwar instability 
Normalcy, Hoover, the Great Depression, FDR and the origins of the welfare state   

Readings: Zinn, chapter 15, Hunter, chapters 9-10 
 
Week Seven 

Normalcy, Hoover, the Great Depression, the origins of the welfare state, midterm review 
Readings: review readings to this point 
 
Week Eight 

 New Deal culture and coalition 
 World War II abroad and at home 

Midterm 
Readings: Zinn, chapter 16, Shulman, foreword, preface, intro & chapters 1-2 

 
Week Nine (no classes) 

 Spring Break 
Week Ten 

The atomic age and the Cold War abroad and at home 
The affluent society, the Other America and the civil rights movement 

Readings: Zinn, chapter 17, Shulman, chapter 3-4 & Civil Rights/Great Society docs in Part II 
Research paper thesis/outline due Wednesday by midnight 

Week Eleven 
Vietnam, the Great Society, and the long sixties 

Zinn, chapter 18, Shulman, chapter 6 & Vietnam docs in Part II 
 
Week Twelve  

Vietnam and the long sixties 
Readings: Zinn, chapter 19 and Shulman, chapter 5 
 
Week Thirteen 

The long sixties 
Readings: Zinn, chapter 20    

Research paper due Thursday by midnight 
Week Fourteen  

1970s: economic and political decline and the rise of the new right 
 The Reagan presidency  
Readings: Zinn, chapters 21-22, Shulman, chapter 7 & End of Liberalism docs in Part II 
 
Week Fifteen  
 The Reagan presidency  
 The 1990s and the U.S. in the 21st century 
Readings: Reader, Zinn, chapters 23-24 
 
Week Sixteen  
 The 1990s and the U.S. in the 21st century 
Readings: Zinn, chapter 25 and afterward 
Week Seventeen  

 The 1990s and the U.S. in the 21st century,  wrap up and review 
Final exam on last day of class 


