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El Camino College 

Sociology 104:  Social Problems  

           Spring 2016, Section 2972      M, W 11:15 am – 12:40 pm  
 

 
Instructor:  Melissa Fujiwara, Ph.D. 
Email: mfujiwara@elcamino.edu 
Office: ARTB 328A 
Office Hours:  Monday:  2:25pm – 3:05pm; Tuesday:  9:10am – 11:20am;  

Thursday:  9:10am – 11:20am 
 
Classroom Location:  Social Science, Room 119 
Recommended Preparation: Sociology 101; eligibility for English 1A Credit, degree applicable 
Transfer CSU, UC 
3 units 
  
Course Description 
 
In this course social problems facing societies today are examined. Topics include problems 
associated with deviance, crime, inequality, social institutions, and modernization. Social 
problems will be analyzed from various sociological perspectives to better understand their 
possible causes and consequences. Strategies for addressing social problems will be discussed 
and assessed. 
 
 
Course Objectives: 
 
Course Objectives: By the end of the semester, students will be able to:  
 
1. Explain the term "sociological imagination" and discuss its relevance to the study of social 
problems.   
 
2. Differentiate between objective and subjective elements of social problems.   
 
3. Analyze how and why members of a society define a social condition as a social problem.   
 
4. Describe and assess the basic premises of the structural functionalist, conflict, and symbolic 
interactionist theoretical perspectives.   
 
5. List the stages for conducting a research study and describe methods of data collection.   
 
6. Select research methods based on their effectiveness for describing and evaluating a specific 
social problem.   
 
7. Identify and assess social problems related to deviance, such as substance abuse and crime.   
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8. Identify and evaluate social problems related to inequality based on race, ethnicity, gender, 
sexual orientation, age, and income.   
 
9. Identify and discuss social problems related to the social institutions of a society, such as the 
health care system, the family, the economy, and the education system.   
 
10. Identify and discuss social problems resulting from modernization such as urbanization, 
population growth, environmental issues, changes in science and technology, and international 
conflict.   
 
11. Evaluate explanations given by the structural functionalist, conflict, and symbolic 
interactionist perspectives concerning causes and consequences of social problems related to 
deviance, inequality, social institutions, and modernization.   
 
12. Assess strategies for addressing social problems related to deviance, inequality, social 
institutions, and modernization.  
 
 
Student Learning Outcomes: 
 
Upon completion of the course, students should demonstrate the following skills:  
 
SLO#1 Sociological Theoretical Perspectives- Students will demonstrate an understanding of the 
purpose of theoretical perspectives and apply sociological such as functionalism, conflict theory, 
and interactionism to social problems.   
 
SLO#2 Sociological Concepts- Students will define and demonstrate an understanding of 
sociological concepts, such as deviance, crime, racism, and globalization by applying them to 
social scenarios.   
 
SLO#3 Strategies for Assessing Social Problems- Students will analyze causes, consequences, 
and solutions to social problems as they exist in contemporary society.  Given a social problem 
students will use secondary source research to objectively describe the social problem as it exists 
in contemporary society and delineate and assess strategies for addressing social problems in an 
oral or written research assignment. 
 
 
ADA Statement: 
 
El Camino College is committed to providing educational accommodations for students with 
disabilities upon the timely request by the student to the instructor.  A student with a disability, 
who would like to request an academic accommodation, is responsible for identifying 
herself/himself to the instructor and to the Special Resource Center.  To make arrangements for 
academic accommodations, contact the Special Resource Center. 
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Special Resource Center Website:  https://www.elcamino.edu/academics/src/ 
Special Resource Center Phone:  310.660.3295 
 
Student Code of Conduct: 
 
http://www.elcamino.edu/administration/board/boarddocs/5500%20%20Academic%20Honesty.
pdf 
 
 
Student Rights and Grievances Procedure 5530:   
 
http://www.elcamino.edu/administration/board/policies.asp 
 
 
Required Readings 
 
Kendall, Diana.  Social Problems in a Diverse Society, 6th ed.  Boston:  Pearson.   
ISBN 978-0-205-15290-2 
 
*Additional articles that you will be expected to read will be posted through our on-line class 
management system.  Please download, print, and read the articles.  Bring the printed copies to 
class during the week that the article is assigned. 
 
 
Required Materials 

Four (4) scantrons 882-E and #2 pencils 
 
 
Course Requirements 

Students will be evaluated on the following:  1) SLO Quiz 2) Critical Analysis Project 3) In-
Class Activities 4) In-Class Participation 5) Exams.   
 
In order to receive full credit for assignments, assignments must be turned in by the due date 
specified.  Due dates will not be extended under any circumstances.  If an assignment is turned 
in late, it will be deducted by 10% each day it is turned in late.  There will be NO MAKEUP 
exams unless a formal document (e.g. doctor’s note) can be provided validating your absence on 
an exam date.  In the event of a verifiable absence on an exam date, a different exam will be 
written and administered. 
 
 

Assignments 

In addition to exams and in-class participation, there will be two types of assignments that will 
contribute to your overall grade:  1) SLO Assessment 2) Critical Analysis Project and 3) In-Class 
Learning Activities  

https://www.elcamino.edu/academics/src/
http://www.elcamino.edu/administration/board/boarddocs/5500%20%20Academic%20Honesty.pdf
http://www.elcamino.edu/administration/board/boarddocs/5500%20%20Academic%20Honesty.pdf
http://www.elcamino.edu/administration/board/policies.asp
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SLO Assessment 

You will take a short quiz aimed at assessing your knowledge of class concepts and/or the major 
theoretical ideas of the discipline as laid out in the Student Learning Outcomes.  The quiz will 
consist of 10-20 questions and will be administered on-line through etudes. 
 
 
Critical Analysis Project 

For this assignment, you will be responsible for demonstrating your knowledge and 
understanding of class concepts through audio and/or visual display.  You will first pick five 
different class concepts, next you will describe the concept, and third, you will explain how your 
audio and/or visual display illustrates the concept.  The audio or visual display can include (but 
is not limited to) bar graphs, charts, photographs, paintings, drawings, poems, song lyrics, 
memes, lego creations.  You will provide an audio or visual display for each concept and will 
compile each of your concepts in one complete packet to be turned in to the instructor.  This 
project will be due in class on Monday, April 11, 2016. 
 

In-Class Learning Activities 

This class utilizes active learning pedagogical principles to facilitate students’ learning and 
understanding of class material.  As such, students will have the opportunity work on various 
learning activities (e.g. worksheets, discussion questions, peer-teaching, etc.) in-class with the 
instructor’s guidance.  These cutting-edge learning practices will provide a stimulating, 
engaging, fun, and memorable way to learn and comprehend the class material. 
Occasionally, in-class activities may be complete after class. 
 

In-Class Participation 

In-class participation will be measured through various mechanisms, such as active participation 
in class discussions (e.g. adding to discussions), in class activities and assignments, including in-
class writing assignments, note-sharing with another class member, random one-minute quizzes 
and small group discussions.  Simply being in class and passively taking notes will not be 
sufficient to qualify for full in-class participation credit.  This class requires active learning and 
participation.  The course will be more efficient, effective and enjoyable if everyone arrives 
ready to attentively and actively engage with the course material and class activities. 
 
 
Exams  

There will be two exams in this course.  Exams may consist of true/false, matching, multiple 
choice, short answer and/or essay questions.  You must arrive on time for the exams.  If you 
arrive after the first exam has been handed in to the instructor you will not be given an exam.  If 
an emergency arises, you will be required to provide documentation (e.g. doctor’s note) to verify 
the reason for your absence.  If a verifiable absence prevents you from arriving to class for an 
exam, a different exam will be written for you. 
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Course Points and Grade Details 

Scores for the assignments will be posted on Blackboard for you to view and keep track of for 
the duration of the course.  The following are the point amounts assigned to each course 
requirement. 
 
SLO Quiz        20  
In-Class Participation      15 
Critical Analysis Project     75 
In-Class Learning Activities                           100 
Exams      200 
    Exam #1 – 40 points 
    Exam #2 – 70 points 
    Exam #3 – 60 points 
    Exam #4 – 30 points 
TOTAL     400 points 
 
 
 
Final Grade Cutoff Table 
 
Percent Points  Grade 
90 and up 360 and up A 
80  320 to 359 B 
70  280 to 319 C 
60  240 to 279 D 
59 and down 236 and less F 
 
 
Course Calendar 

Below you will find a course calendar that sketches out a general timeline that will guide class 
lectures, activities, assessments, and assignments.  Please do not be alarmed if we deviate 
slightly from the schedule at various points in the semester.  Please keep up with all reading 
assignments as laid out in this calendar regardless of the material covered in class.  You will see 
that reading assignments are all listed under the first class of the week.  It is best if you complete 
all reading assignments prior to the first class of the week.  Finally, you will notice in 
parenthetical reference (ILR) during most weeks beginning in week 3.  ILR is an abbreviation for 
In-Class Learning Activity.  Weeks where you see those abbreviations indicates the weeks where 
you can expect in-class learning activities. 
 
 
Week 1: Class Introductions 

 
Jan. 18 

  
    
 

Jan. 20 
 

Class Introductions 
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    Week 2: Studying Social Problems from a Sociological Perspective 

 
Jan. 25 

 
Read:  Chapter 1 - Sociology and Social Problems in the Twenty-First Century 

    
 

Jan. 27 
  

    
    Week 3: The Bases of Inequality:  Social Class (ILR) 

 
Feb. 1 

 
Read:  Chapter 2 - Wealth and Poverty:  U.S. and Global Economic Inequities 

   
Race, Homeownership and Wealth by Thomas M. Shapiro 

   
The Economy that Never Sleeps by Harriet Presser 

 
Feb. 3 

  
    
    Week 4: Exam Week - #1 

 
Feb. 8 

 
Finish Remaining Lecture Material and Exam Review 

    
 

Feb. 10 
 

Exam #1 - The Sociological Persepctive, Class and Social Problems  

    
    Week 5: The Bases of Inequality:  Race and Ethnicity (ILR) 

 
Feb. 15 

 
No School! 

    
 

Feb. 17 
 

Read:  Chapter 3 - Racial and Ethnic Inequality 

   
I, Racist by John Metta 

    
    Week 6: Institutional Inequalities:  Crime and Punishment 

 
Feb. 22 

 
Read:  Chapter 9 - Crime and Criminal Justice 

    
 

Feb. 24 
  

    
    Week 7: The Bases of Inequality:  Gender (ILR) 

 
Feb. 29 

 
Read:  Chapter 5 - Inequality Based on Gender 

   
Daughters Provide Twice as Much Care for Aging Parents than Sons… by Frederick Kunkle 

 
Mar. 2 

  
    
    Week 8: The Bases of Inequality:  Sexual Orientation 

 
Mar. 7 

 
Read:  Chapter 6 - Inequality Based on Sexual Orientation 
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Mar. 9 
  

    
    Week 9: No School!!  Spring Break!!  Enjoy Your Break!! 

 
Mar. 14 

 
No School 

    
 

Mar. 16 
 

No School 

    
    Week 10: Exam Week - #2 

 
Mar. 21 

 
Finish Remaining Lecture Material and Exam Review 

    

 
Mar. 23 

 

Exam #2 - The Bases of Inequality (race, gender and sexual orientation) and Social Problems in the 
Criminal Justice System 

    
    Week 11: Institutional Inequalities:  Health and Medicine (ILR) 

 
Mar. 28 

 
Read:  Chapter 10 - Health Care:  Problems of Physical and Mental Illness 

   
Black Hospital Patients Given Cold Shoulder… by Davidd Freeman 

   
FDA Approval Could Turn a Free Drug For a Rare Disease Pricey… by Alison Kodjak 

 
Mar. 30 

  
    
    Week 12: Institutional Inequalities:  The Family (ILR) 

 
Apr. 4 

 
Read:  Chapter 11 - The Changing Family 

   
Most Women Would Rather Divorce… by Lisa Wade 

 
Apr. 6 

  
    
    Week 13: Institutional Inequalities:  Education (ILR) 

 
Apr. 11 

 
Read:  Chapter 12 -  Problems in Education 

   
American Schools are More Segregated Now Than They Were in 1968... by Ian Millhiser 

   
Latino School Segregation:  The Big Education Problem No One is Talking About by Rebecca Klein 

   
Critical Analysis Project Due! 

 
Apr. 13 

  
    
    Week 14: Exam Week - #3 

 
Apr. 18 

 
Finish Remaining Lecture Material and Exam Review 
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Apr. 20 

 
Exam #3 - Social Problems in Healthcare, the Family, and Education 

    
    Week 15: Institutional Inequalities:  The Media (ILR) 

 
Apr. 25 

 
Read:  Chapter 14 - Problems in the Media 

   
Beauty Myths and Magazines by Karen Sternheimer 

 
Apr. 27 

  
    
    Week 16: Global Social Problems:  War and Terrorism (ILR) 

 
May. 2 

 
Read:  Chapter 17 - Global Social Problems:  War and Terrorism 

   
Being Middle Eastern American in the Context of the War on Terror by Amir Marvasti 

 
May. 4 

  
    
    Week 17: Final Exam Week - We made it!! 

 
May. 9 

 
Finish Remaining Lecture Material and Exam Review 

    
 

May. 11 
 

Exam #4 - Social Problems in the Media, War and Terrorism 
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Course Policies and Practices 
 
My Role as Professor:  As the professor, I will strive to provide a safe, interesting and 
stimulating environment for all students.  I am extremely approachable – you can come to me 
with any questions and / or further discussion that piques your interest.  I take my role very 
seriously and will help you learn the course material by providing educational lectures and 
organizing group discussions, and activities.  To accommodate various learning styles I utilize 
various pedagogical tools in the lectures and activities, including use of traditional style lectures 
in combination with use of media, music, and hands-on applied assignments and class activities.  
I will push you to achieve at your fullest potential.  I will provoke thoughtful and critical 
thinking and analysis and challenge you to apply a sociological imagination to your daily lives.     
 
Your Role as Student:  Your role is pretty straightforward.  Come to class prepared.  This means: 
do the readings by the dates they are due and turn in the assignments when they are due.  Be an 
active reader:  highlight important passages if it helps, take notes while you read if necessary, 
think about the readings in relation to your life and the world around you.  After completing the 
reading assignments, come to class ready to participate in the discussions.  This will be an 
ACTIVE class.  I will provide the structure and organization, but you will only thrive if you 
participate in your own learning process and come prepared and ready to engage with the 
material and class in an active and lively way.  If you have any questions or concerns, always 
feel free to approach me.  It is important that if you have needs or concerns that you (not your 
parents, principal, counselor, friends, etc.) address your needs, interests and/or concerns directly 
with me.  This is great practice for you down the road.  In college, professors interface with their 
students! 
 
Class Etiquette:  Limit laptop usage to course notes and matters.  Use of social media, texting, 
cell phones, etc. are prohibited in lecture; usage of these items will result in a reduction of your 
participation score.  Remember when participating in class and group discussions to remain open 
minded and respectful so that each student feels safe to speak openly.  As a group, we will 
develop rules that we will be held to and follow through the duration of the course to ensure 
optimal functioning of the class.  However, in order for you to be successful as a student and me 
to be successful as the professor, you must not talk or text while I am lecturing.  Talking may 
result in reduction of in-class participation points.  If you want to talk, step outside the 
classroom! 
 
Communication: Email is the official form of communication for all of my classes.  It is the 
easiest way for you to reach me and for me to get in touch with you.  I will send email regularly 
to your El Camino email address.  Be sure you check it regularly or have your college email 
forwarded to your primary email address.  I will usually reply to your message within 24-48 
hours.  If you do not receive a response from me 48 hours after you sent me your message, 
please email me again and/or follow up with me in person before/after class or during office 
hours.  
 
Please check El Camino email for all class messages.  Important announcements and class 
cancellations are sent via El Camino email addresses and it is the student’s responsibility to stay 
updated on class changes and happenings when announced via email.  
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Drop Policy:  It is the student’s responsibility to withdraw officially from a course.  However, 
due to enrollment demand, a student may be dropped by the instructor when he/she does not 
appear at the first class meeting. 
 
Students are expected to attend class regularly.  Students whose absences who exceed 10% of the 
scheduled class meeting times may be dropped by the instructor. 
 
Online Learning System:  Etudes is the online learning system used in this class.  Be sure to log 
in regularly to check for important class announcements that may be posted through etudes. 
 
Academic Integrity:  Cheating and plagiarism will not be tolerated and cases will be treated 
seriously, including an automatic “0” on the assignment.  If I find cheating or plagiarism of any 
sort you will get a zero and an incident report may be filed with the Dean of Students regarding 
the incident.   
 
Late Assignments:  In order to receive full credit for assignments, assignments must be turned in 
in-class by the due date specified.  Due dates will not be extended under any circumstances.  If 
an assignment is turned in late, it will be deducted by 10% each day it is turned in late.    
 
Reading Assignments:  You will notice in the calendar that many topics will be covered over two 
or more days.  Your readings however, are due by the first day that we begin covering that 
topic in class.  For example, you will see a group of readings that pertain to our discussion on 
culture.  That cluster of readings is due on the first day that we begin covering culture in class. 
 
Absences:  It is the student’s responsibility to obtain notes from classmates when absent.  The 
instructor does not send notes or email summaries of lectures missed due to absences.  If you are 
absent, be sure to find out about any important announcements that were made during your 
absence by asking classmates or the instructor before/after class or during office hours. 
 
Exam Policies:  Exams must be taken at the day and time they are scheduled.  If you miss an 
exam, you will need to provide documentation verifying that you were physically unable to get 
to class (e.g. doctor’s note).  Phones and other electronic devices must be turned off during 
exams.  Looking at cell phones and / or other electronic devices will be considered as cheating.  
Once the first exam is turned in, students who arrive late will not be provided an exam; thus will 
receive a zero on that exam. If an emergency prevents you from making it to the final exam, and 
you are able to provide documentation verifying the circumstances preventing your attendance, 
you will be given a different exam.  Any documentation provided verifying excusable reason 
for absence, must be submitted to the instructor no later than one week (7 days) after the 
exam date.  If documentation is not provided within 7 days, a makeup exam will not be 
provided and the points on that exam will be lost. 
 
 
**I reserve the right to make amendments in assignments, exams, policies, and other components 
of this syllabus should the need arise at any point in the semester.   
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