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A. Instructor and Contact Info. Roberto C. Garcia – 

rogarcia@elcamino.edu, rcgphi@gmail.com   

B. Class Meeting Times. SOCS 201, Friday, 9:30-12:40pm 

C. Description. This course examines the main areas of philosophy, 

which include ethics, epistemology, and metaphysics. Students will 

explore values and beliefs, moral actions, freedom, the soul and God, 

and what constitutes a fulfilling life.  

D. Student Learning Outcomes. 

1. SLO#1 Epistemological Terminology- Students will be able to 

demonstrate knowledge of the basic epistemological 

terminology and issues, such as the source and basis of our 

beliefs, empiricism vs. rationalism, and the problem of 

induction. 

2. SLO#2 Metaphysical Concepts and Arguments- Students will be 

able to demonstrate knowledge of the metaphysical concepts 

and arguments regarding such issues as free will vs 

determinism, the mind-body problem, and whether God exists. 

3. SLO#3 Morality- Students will be able to demonstrate 

knowledge of some of the basic issues and topics related to 

morality, such as justice, minority perspectives, moral 

objectivism vs. moral relativism, various ethical theories, 

and/or a basic understanding of how those theories can be 

applied to contemporary moral issues. 

E. Course Objectives. By the end of the course, students should be able 

to: 

1. Explain and differentiate three main areas of philosophy: 

ethics, epistemology and metaphysics. 

2. Explain the difference between knowledge and beliefs about 

the physical world (the realm of science) and knowledge and 

beliefs about moral issues and metaphysical things such as 

God, Heaven and Hell, and souls. 

3. Assess and explain perspectives and outlooks on life that are 

beyond traditional societal paradigms, such as minority, 
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feminist, and Taoist perspectives. 

4. Distinguish between normative and descriptive ethics. 

5. Explain the difference between duty ethics and 

consequentialism, and illustrate this difference by applying 

the theories to an ethical problem. 

6. Differentiate moral relativism from moral objectivism, and 

explain their relationship to contemporary moral issues. 

7. Discuss and analyze what constitutes a good and fulfilling 

life, such as the roles of money and happiness. 

8. Analyze philosophical writing for its logical structure, 

coherence and acceptability, utilizing standard 

philosophical measures. 

9. Identify and analyze metaphysical problems, such as the 

problem of free will versus determinism; the existence of God; 

the ultimate nature of reality; and the nature and existence of 

consciousness. 

10. Clarify the difference between conviction, belief and 

knowledge. 

11.Compare and contrast epistemological theories concerning the 

source, extent and limits of knowledge. 

12.Analyze different systems of government, focusing especially 

on their justifications and their assumptions about human 

nature. 

13.Compare the conflict between the ideals of equality and 

security with individualism and liberty. 

F.  Course Schedule. 

 

Unit I: Knowledge and God 

Jan 22 Introduction to Course --- 

Jan 29 Pragmatism and Foundationalism p. 45-57; 88-91; 

110-113 

Feb 5 Empiricism v Rationalism; The Ontological 

Argument 

p. 114-121; 294-298 

Feb 12   

Feb 19 The Problem of Evil; Pascal’s Wager p. 247-253; 269-271; 

323-325 



Feb 26 Other Solutions to the Problem of Evil; Test 1 --- 

Unit II: Free Will and Morality 

March 4 The Problem of Free Will p. 199-204; 204-206; 

223-231 

March 11 Kant p. 433-437 

March 18   

March 25 The Utilitarians;  

Non-objectivism: Cultural Relativism 

p. 438-445; 387-391 

April 1 Non-objectivism: Ethical Egoism and 

Sentimentalism 

p. 424-427; 392-396 

April 8 Test 2; Analytic Essays p. 13-15 

Unit III: Souls, Society, and Eastern Thought 

April 15 The Problem of Universals; Plato and the Forms p. 650-669 

April 22 The Mind/Body Problem; Artificial Intelligence p. 149-153; 156-168; 

189-195; essays due 

April 29 Marxism p. 624-627 

May 6 Buddhism; Skepticism p. 103-105; 131-139; 

370-375 

May 13 Addendum on the Good Life; Test 3  ––– 

 

G. Attendance. Students are expected to attend their classes regularly. 

Students who miss the first class meeting or who are not in regular 

attendance during the add period for the class may be dropped by the 

instructor.  Students are responsible for dropping a class within 

the deadlines published in the class schedule.  Students who stop 

attending but do not drop may receive a failing grade.  

Note: If a student is absent on the day of a test, the student is 

responsible for scheduling a meeting with me to make-up the 

exam.  

H. Grading. There is a total of  250 points possible. There will be 3 

Exams and a Final Essay valued at a 50 points each. Homework is also 

worth 50 points. Grading Scale: 



A (90-100%) 225-250pts 

B (80-89.9%) 200-224pts 

C (70-79.9%) 175-199pts 

D (60-69.9%) 150-174pts 

F (below 60%) 149pts and below 

 

I. Respect. Due to dialectic nature of this class, respectful and 

courteous class discussion is essential.  

J. Academic Integrity. Please see Student Code of Conduct.  

K. Electronics. Please deactivate all electronic devices: cell phones, 

voice recorders, laptops, etc.- unless exempt by conditions in (L).  

L. ADA Policy Statement. El Camino College is committed to providing 

educational accommodations for students with disabilities upon the 

timely request by the student to the instructor. A student with a 

disability, who would like to request an academic accommodation, is 

responsible for identifying herself/himself to the instructor and 

to the Special Resource Center. To make arrangements for academic 

accommodations, contact the Special Resource Center.  

M. Required Text. “Exploring Philosophy: An Introductory Anthology”, 

by Steven M. Cahn (5th edition). 

N. Homework. The homework for this course is all done by way of a 

philosophical journal. After each class meeting, you are to write a 

journal entry where you a. summarize the discussion that was had 

during lecture, and b. jot down your opinions and ideas about the 

matter. A good journal entry should be around 350-400 words and 

provide not only the context of the conversation, but also where you 

stand personally. For example, if we were discussing the mind/body 

problem, you should give a short summary of the issue. Then you 

should state where you stand with regards to this issue and argue 

for your position. At the end of the semester, you are to look through 

your journal entries and pick the best three (3). You are then to type 

them up and turn them in for your homework credit. 

O. Essay. The essay assignment is a large component of your grade. 

Ensure that you give it the time that it merits. We will be writing an 

analytic essay. There will be an entire day dedicated to 



demonstrating how to write analytic essays. A supplementary 

handout will be provided giving more details on this assignment.  

P. Tips for Success. Philosophy is nothing more and nothing less than 

thinking hard and thinking well about a particular subject. For 

this reason, some can find it to be a difficult discipline. It 

requires a flexible mind that applies itself rigorously. In short, it 

requires work. The following are some tips that will help you be 

successful in this course. If taken to heart, the skills learned in 

this course can transcend their usefulness to all aspects of your 

life. A resilient mind, after all, comes in handy in a relentless 

world.  

1. Reading. Reading philosophy is not like reading a novel or a 

comic. The material is usually very dense, often putting a lot 

of meaning and weight into a single sentence. The best way of 

reading philosophy is to do active reading. Read slowly, 

highlight, take notes, write on the margins, and make a 

summary of each paragraph and/or section in a reading journal. 

Active reading will ensure not only that you extract what the 

author is trying to convey, but also that when you revisit the 

material, review will be quicker and more efficient. This will 

also allow you to contrast your own views with that of the 

author’s, rather than reading your own views onto the author (a 

common mistake).  

2. Assignments. Complete your assignments with diligence. These 

assignments are all designed to ensure you a. actually read the 

material well, and b. that you grasped the view of the author. 

Moreover, these count towards your grade.  

3. Dialectic. Discuss with your peers. Philosophy is a dialectic 

enterprise. That is to say, it’s a conversation; either a 

conversation with an interlocutor or with yourself. This will 

give you an opportunity to summarize the views of the author 

(as you understand them), as well as flesh out some of your 

thoughts on his/her view. 

4. Attendance. Missing even one day is a disadvantage. Do your 

best to attend every single class.  

5. Engage in the Class. Pay attention, take notes, participate in 

discussion, and ask questions. That way you’ll get the most out 

of the course and out of the discipline of philosophy. Oh, and 

maybe some coffee will come in handy! 


