
 

 

Course Textbooks 

Welcome to History 102! 
I hope you enjoy the course. As you 
learn about American history, I am here 
to help and support you. I encourage you 
to ask me questions and chat about 

history during office hours. 

Email:  cgold@elcamino.edu 

Online Office Hours: Wed 9-10 pm & 
Thurs 8:30-10 pm in Etudes Chat Room 

Face to Face Office Hours: SOCS 115, 
M/W 12:45-1:45 and Tu 11-12:30.  

United States History since 1877 

El Camino College Spring 2016 

Dr. Christina 
Gold 

David Shi and George Tindall, 
America:  The Essential Learning Edition 

(with access to Inquisitive).  Volume 2, 

2015.  ISBN 978-0-393-93803-6. 

Thomas Zeiler, Jackie Robinson and 

Race in America.  Bedford/St. 

Martin’s.  2013.  ISBN 978-1-4576-
1788-1. 

 

 

Course Description 

This course traces social, economic, political and diplomatic 

developments in the United States during the twentieth century.  

You will learn about industrialization, urbanization, and 

immigration; World War I & II; the 1920s and the Great 

Depression; the Cold War and foreign diplomacy; popular culture; 

the Civil Rights Movement; and the Women’s Movement; among 

other topics.  You will study the accomplishments of powerful 

men, like Franklin D. Roosevelt and Martin Luther King, Jr. and 

will explore the everyday lives of Americans from diverse 

cultures—how they lived, worked, raised their families, voted, and 

created communities.  Our nation has an exciting history that 

continues to shape our world today.  I hope this class will show 

you that history can be interesting, entertaining, and meaningful to 

your life. 
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Record your login and password for our course websites here.  Use your ECC email address for all accounts. 
 
ECC Email address for course websites:  _____________________________________________________________ 
   

ETUDES   Login Id: _______________________________   Password:  ___________________________________ 
 

CANVAS    Login Id:  ____________________________   Password:  ____________________________________ 
 

INQUISITIVE    Login Id: ____________________________    Password:  ________________________________ 

Your Logins and Passwords 

mailto:cgold@elcamino.edu


 

 

 
1. Describe and assess the process by which the United States 

was economically transformed and modernized in the late 
19th and early 20th centuries. 

2.  Analyze the role of industrialists and inventors during the 

era of the American Industrial Revolution. 
3.  Evaluate major American political, religious, and cultural 

values for the 1877 to 1914 period. 
4.  Compare and contrast the changing demography of 

America in the 1877 to 1914 and 1945 to the present 

periods. 
5.  Determine the processes of assimilation and acculturation 

expected of immigrants to the United States from 1900 to 
the present. 

6.  Discuss and evaluate the interaction of majority and 

minority groups during the 20th century. 
7.  Identify and analyze various American political reform 

movements such as Populism, Progressivism, the New 

Deal, the Fair Deal, Civil Rights, and the Great Society in 
terms of causation, sequence of events, concepts and 

development. 
8.  Conceptualize and discuss the meaning of conservatism, 

liberalism, and radicalism in American history from the 

post World War II era to the present. 
9.  Summarize and analyze the development of American 

foreign policy since 1945 including the rise of the United 

States as a world power and leader among a large 
community of nations. 

10.  Trace and evaluate United States diplomacy and armed 
conflict through isolationism, imperialism, and collective 

security policies of the 20th century. 

11.  Compare and contrast the core political and 
philosophical ideas and modes of expression in American 

culture in the 20th century. 
 

Dr. Christina Gold Spring 2016 History 102 

Course Objectives 

Grade Distribution 

Assignment % of Course 

Grade 

Course 

Points 

Inquisitive 15% 

1% for each 

of 15 tests 

150 

10 points for 

each of 15 

test  

Weekly Essay Tests 45% 

3% for each 

of 15 tests 

450 

30 points for 

each of 15 

tests 

Group Discussions 15% 

1% for each 

of 15 

discussions 

150 

10 points for 

each of 15 

discussions 

Thesis/Outline 5% 50 

Essay 20% 200 

Course 100% 1,000 

   

Extra Credit Assignments 

(optional) 

6% 60 points 

 

Have a history question? 
1. Email Dr. Gold at cgold@elcamino.edu.  

2. Chat with Dr. Gold during online office hours in   

    the Etudes chat room on Wed 9-10 or Thurs 8:30-10.  

3. Visit a history tutor at NetTutor, using the link on the  

    Etudes homepage. 
4. Visit the Student Coffee Shop. 

Student Learning Outcome 

 Upon completion of United States History since 1877, 

students will be able to develop and persuasively argue an 

historical thesis in a written assignment that identifies and 

explains major social, economic, political and/or cultural 

historical themes or patterns in United States History since 

1877 and applies appropriate historical methods to analyze 

and use primary and/or secondary sources as evidence to 

support the thesis.  Students will achieve the outcome by 

learning the content of U.S. history since 1877; by 

accurately analyzing primary and secondary sources; and 

by successfully using those sources to prove an argument in 

a paper and in the essay exam answers. 

mailto:cgold@elcamino.edu


 

Writing Expectations 

This on-line course requires a 

significant amount of reading and 

writing.  Plan on devoting at least 9 

hours per week to this class.  
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Workload Drop Policy 

Out of respect for the hard work of most 

students, the Instructor does not tolerate 

cheating in any way.  Any student who 

cheats or plagiarizes in the course will 

receive a 0 on the related assignment.  In 

the orientation, students will watch a 

video that explains precisely what 

plagiarism is and how to avoid it.  Also, 

completing work for another person and 

sharing work are serious violations of 

our campus behavior code.  Any student 

engaging in this behavior may be 

referred to our disciplinary office and 

involved students may be expelled. 
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To be successful in this course, it is 

recommended that you are eligible for 

English 1A.  If you are not, this class 

will be very difficult for you because 

of the large amount of reading and 

writing. 

 

All communication and class work 

must use full words (no 

abbreviations), full sentences, and 

grammatically correct English.  Also, 

please remember to use appropriate 

capitalization.  Class work that does 

not fulfill these basic writing 

expectations will receive a lower 

grade, even if it is factually accurate.   

Students who have not contacted me 

by email before the class begins 

and/or have not logged onto the 

course website by midnight on 

Thursday, January 21, may be 

dropped from the class as a No Show.  

During the semester, students who 

have not logged onto the websites for 

two weeks may be dropped as an 

inactive student. 

Students with Disabilities 

Course Orientation 

The course and website orientation will 

be completed on-line through activities 

and a test during the first week of class.   

Students with disabilities who believe 

they may need accommodations in this 

course are encouraged to contact the 

Special Resource Center at 310-660-

3295 as soon as possible to ensure 

approved accommodations are 

implemented in a timely fashion.  As 

well, please contact me privately to 

discuss your specific needs.   

 

Cheating and Plagiarism 

Makeup Work 

Absolutely no late work or extensions 

will be accepted for any assignments 

between weeks 1-15, however, in 

week 16, three make up assignments 

will be accepted.  For instance, if in 

Week 4 you cannot take the Week 4 

test, in Week 16 all the course 

materials will become available again 

and you can complete the test at that 

time.  All assignments, except 

discussions and the orientation test, 

will be available for make-up work.  

Students may only make-up work 

that they did not begin during the 

semester.  Any work that was 

begun, but not completed cannot be 

made-up, and tests cannot be 

retaken for a higher grade.  If you 

start a test, it may be automatically 

submitted on Sunday night, which 

means you will not be able to make it 

up.  These rules prevent cheating.   

 

 

Extra Credit Projects 

You will have the opportunity to 

complete three extra credit projects.  

A fully and successfully completed 

extra credit project adds 2% to your 

final course grade.  For instance, if 

you earned 89% in the course, it 

would move you up to 91%.  Fully 

and successfully completing all extra 

credit projects adds 6% to your final 

course grade.  The extra credit 

projects will be completed on Etudes 

and the points will be added to your 

course grade at the end of the 

semester. 

 



 

Weekly Chapter Test 

 After completing all the reading and viewing assignments and the Inquisitive chapter test, students will 
take an essay test that includes a combination of multiple choice and short essay questions about the 
textbook chapter, videos, and primary documents.  

 The tests are open book and are not timed.  You may start and stop working as many times as you like as 
long as you save your work and submit it by the deadline.  If you have started the test but not completed 
it, it may be automatically submitted Sunday night. 
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Discussion Groups 
 You must make three or more posts to your group discussion each week.  

o Post 1:  Your first post fully answers the question.  You will not be able to see the other 
students’ posts until after you make your first post. 

o Posts 2-3:  Your second and third posts comment on other students’ answers to the question.  
Your comments must add substantial information or ideas to the discussion. 

 Please begin participating in the discussion early in the week.  Discussion is a conversation with your 
classmates, so do not make all your posts at one time at the end of the week.   

 The Instructor will read and grade group discussions, but will not participate in them. 

 

Essay 
 Students will write one 5 page essay based on Jackie Robinson. 

 Prior to completing the essay, students will submit a thesis/outline. 

 Instructor videos provide guidance in writing the thesis/outline and essay. 

 
 

 

 

Due Dates and Grade Book 

 All weekly work is due on Sundays by 11:59 pm. 

 Begin your work early in the week so that you can plan your time, resolve technical difficulties, and get 
answers to your questions. 

 During week 16, the make-up work is due on Friday, May 13 (the last day of the semester). 

 Student grades are available in the Canvas grade book.  It will take about 1-2 weeks for the work to be 
graded. Please read the comments on your graded work and use the comments to improve. 

 The extra credit grades are in the Etudes grade book and will be added to the final course grade after the 
semester ends. 

 

Inquisitive 
 Inquisitive is a website that quizzes you on your understanding of the information in the textbook using a 

game format. 

 Each week you will complete one textbook chapter in Inquisitive.  The tests are open book. 

 Your grade from Inquisitive will be maintained in a grade book on that website but will also be 
transferred into the Canvas grade book. 
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Etudes 

• Always access our course through Etudes.  This is how the campus will determine your attendance in the 
course. 

• Etudes contains announcements, the syllabus, the Instructor’s chat office hours, and the extra credit. 

• To log onto Etudes, go to https://myetudes.org.  Your user Id is your firstname_lastname.  For instance, 
Jane_Doe.  Your password is your 2 digit birth month and 2 digit birth day.  For instance, December 3 = 
1203. 

• If you have trouble logging in, use the link to technical support in the login page. 

Canvas 

• Most of your course work will be completed in Canvas. 

• Canvas contains the weekly tests, discussions, thesis/outline, essay, and reading assignments. 

• To log onto Canvas, use the link in Etudes (canvas.infrastructure.com).  Follow the instructions to create an 
account.  Use your ECC email address.  The "join code" for our class is: PPBFKG.  Use the courses link to 
select our course - "History 102 Spring 2016."  RECORD YOUR LOGIN ID AND PASSWORD ON THE 
FIRST PAGE OF THE SYLLABUS 

• Or, if you have trouble with the registration process described above, use this link to join our class:  
https://canvas.instructure.com/enroll/PPBFKG. 

Inquisitive 

• Inquisitive is a multiple choice, game format website that tests students on each textbook chapter.  You will 
complete one chapter per week. 

• To log onto Inquisitive, using the link on the Canvas homepage or go to https://digital.wwnorton.com/amerelev2.  
Click on "Sign In, Register an Access Code, or Purchase Access."  Then, click on "Register or Purchase Access."  
Enter your name and email.  Enter a password and click on "I Have an Access Code."  Enter the access code that 
came with your textbook if you purchased it at the ECC book store.  If you purchased it somewhere else, if may not 
have come with a code and you may need to purchase one for $20.  You can also purchase the ebook with 
Inquisitive here for $35.  Click on "Get Started," then enter our student set ID: 14838.   

• Watch the Quickstart Video to learn how to use Inquisitive. 

• RECORD YOUR LOGIN ID AND PASSWORD ON THE FIRST PAGE OF THE SYLLABUS.  

The Course Technology 

Be prepared for a problem. 
 

It is common for students to experience technical difficulties and confusion as they begin to use a course website.  Be 

prepared for a problem by starting your work early in the week so you have time to fix the problem.  Technical difficulties 

are not an excuse for late or incomplete work.  Imagine that your computer is like your car in a face-to-face – if your car 

can’t get you to school, you need to fix your car or find another way to get to class.  If your computer can’t access the 

materials, you need to fix your computer or find another one that will work for you. 

 

Plan your time. 

Students say that one of the hardest things about taking an online class is managing their time and avoiding procrastination.  

As part of your work during week one, you will create a weekly work schedule for the class.  Stick to your schedule and log 

onto the website early in the week so you can see what needs to be done and have time to resolve any potential problems. 
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WEEK 1 

January 19-24 

 

 

Work due on 

Sunday, Jan. 24 

by 11:59 pm. 

SETTING THE STAGE 

Assignments Points 

Watch the Instructor’s Video:  Welcome and Introduction - 

Take the Orientation Test 30 

Participate in the Discussion:  Procrastination and Time Management 10 

 

WEEK 2 

Jan 25 – 31 

 

 

 

Work due on 

Sunday, by Jan 

31 11:59 pm. 

BIG BUSINESSES AND WORKERS, 1860-1900 

Assignments Points 

Read Chapter 16:  Big Business and Organized Labor, 1860-1900 - 

Watch the Instructor’s Video:  Big Businesses and Workers - 

Complete Inquisitive Chapter 16 10 

Take the Week 2 Test 30 

Participate in the Discussion:  Entrepreneurs and Workers 10 

 

Asking Questions 

 Student Coffee Shop:  On this discussion board, students can post general questions and talk about the 

class with other students.  The Instructor will periodically stop by to answer questions. 

 Instructor Email:  The Instructor usually will respond to emails within 48 hours during the week.  

During the weekends, she may not be able to answer questions.  Since work is due on Sunday, begin early 

in the week to leave time to have any questions answered. 

 Instructor Chat:  You can chat with the Instructor in the Etudes chat room on Wed 9-10 pm or Thurs 

8:30-10. 

 Tutor:  You can also visit an off-campus history tutor, using the “Online Tutoring” link on our Etudes 

homepage. 

WEEKLY ASSIGNMENTS 
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WEEK 3 

February 1-7 

 

 

 

 

Work due on 

Sunday, Feb 7 by 

11:59 pm. 

THE SOUTH AND THE WEST, 1865-1900 

Assignments Points 

Read Chapter 17:  The South and the West Transformed, 1865-1900 - 

Watch the Instructor’s Video:  The South and the West - 

Watch the Documentary Video - 

Complete Inquisitive Chapter 17 10 

Take the Week 3 Test 30 

Participate in the Discussion:  Historical Bias and the Carlisle Indian 
School 

10 

 

WEEK 4 

Feb 8-14 

 

 

 

 

Work due on 

Sunday, Feb 14 

by 11:59 pm. 

THE GILDED AGE 

Assignments Points 

Read Chapter 18:  Society and Politics in the Gilded Age, 1865-1900 - 

Watch the Instructor’s Video:  The Gilded Age - 

Complete Inquisitive Chapter 18 10 

Take the Week 4 Test 30 

Participate in the Discussion: Gilded Age Websites 10 

Complete the optional Extra Credit #1 on Etudes (20) 

 

WEEK 5 

Feb 15-21 

 

 

 

 

Work due on 

Sunday, Feb 21 

by 11:59 pm. 

AMERICAN IMPERIALISM 

Assignments Points 

Read Chapter 19:  Seizing an American Empire, 1865-1913 - 

Watch the Instructor’s Video:  American Imperialism - 

Watch the Documentary Video - 

Complete Inquisitive Chapter 19 10 

Take the Week 5 Test 30 

Participate in the Discussion 10 
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WEEK 6 

Feb 22-28 

 

 

 

 

 

Work due on 

Sunday, Feb 28 

by 11:59 pm. 

THE PROGRESSIVE ERA AND WORLD WAR I 

Assignments Points 

Read Chapter 20:  The Progressive Era, 1890-1920 - 

Read Chapter 21:  America and the Great War, 1914-1920 - 

Watch the Instructor’s Video:  Progressives and World War I 10 

Complete Inquisitive Chapters 20 and 21 20 

Take the Week 6 Test 30 

Participate in the Discussion:  The 1912 Presidential Election 10 

 

WEEK 7 

Feb 29-March 6 

 

 

 

Work due on 

Sunday, Mar 6 

by 11:59 pm. 

THE 1920s 

Assignments Points 

Read Chapter 22:  A Clash of Cultures, 1920-1929 - 

Watch the Instructor’s Video and Buster Keaton’s Movie - 

Complete Inquisitive Chapter 22 10 

Take the Week 7 Test 30 

Participate in the Discussion:  The Lindbergh Baby 10 

 

WEEK 8 

March 7-13 

 

 

 

Work due on 

Sunday, March 

13 by 11:59 pm. 

THE GREAT DEPRESSION 

Assignments Points 

Read Chapter 23:  New Deal America, 1929-1939 - 

Watch the Instructor’s Video:  The Great Depression - 

Complete Inquisitive Chapter 23 10 

Take the Week 8 Test 30 

Participate in the Discussion:  The Great Depression 10 
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(Spring Break – 

March 14-20) 

WEEK 9 

March 21-27 

 

 

 

Work due on 

Sunday, March 

27 by 11:59 pm. 

WORLD WAR II 

Assignments Points 

Read Chapter 24:  The Second World War, 1933-45 - 

Read Jackie Robinson, Introduction, pp. 1-41 
- 

Watch the Instructor’s Video:  World War II - 

Complete Inquisitive Chapter 24 10 

Take the Week 9 Test 30 

Participate in the Discussion:  World War II 10 

 

WEEK 10 

Mar 28-April 3 

 

 

 

 

Work due on 

Sunday, April 3 

by 11:59 pm. 

THE COLD WAR 

Assignments Points 

Read Chapter 25:  The Cold War and the Fair Deal, 1945-1962 - 

Read Jackie Robinson, Chapters 1-3, pp. 45-107 - 

Watch the Instructor’s Video:  The Cold War - 

Complete Inquisitive Chapter 25 10 

Take the Week 10 Test 30 

Participate in the Discussion:  The Cold War 10 

 

WEEK 11 

April 4-10 

 

 

 

 

Work due on 

Sunday, April 10 

by 11:59 pm. 

POSTWAR UNITED STATES 

Assignments Points 

Read Chapter 26:  Affluence and Anxiety in the Atomic Age, 1950-59 - 

Read:  Jackie Robinson, Chapters 4-5, pp. 108-142  

Watch the Instructor’s Video:  The Postwar U.S. - 

Complete Inquisitive Chapter 26 10 

Take the Week 11 Test 30 

Participate in the Discussion:  Consumer Products in the 1950s 10 

 



 

WEEK 12 
April 11-17 

 

 

 

 

Work due on 

Sunday, April 17 

by 11:59 pm. 

THE 1960S 

Assignments Points 

Read Chapter 27:  New Frontiers, 1960-68 - 

Watch the Instructor’s Video:  The 1960s - 

Submit the Thesis/Outline 50 

Complete Inquisitive Chapter 27 10 

Take the Week 12 Test 30 

Participate in the Discussion:  Martin Luther King, Jr. and Stokley 
Carmichael 

10 

 

 

 

Dr. Christina Gold Spring 2016 History 102 

WEEK 13 
April 18-24 

 

 

 

 

Work due on 

Sunday, April 24 

by 11:59 pm. 

THE 1960s AND 1970s 

Assignments Points 

Read Chapter 28:  Rebellion and Reaction, the 1960s and 1970s - 

Watch the Instructor’s Video:  The 1960s and 1970s - 

Complete Inquisitive Chapter 28 10 

Take the Week 13 Test 30 

Participate in the Discussion   10 

Complete the optional Extra Credit #3 on Etudes (20) 

 

WEEK 14 
April 25-May 1 
 

 

 

 

Work due on 

Sunday, May 1 

by 11:59 pm. 

CONSERVATISM, 1977-1990 

Assignments Points 

Read Chapter 29:  Conservative Revival, 1977-1990 - 

Watch the Instructor’s Video:  The 1980s - 

Complete Inquisitive Chapter 29 10 

Take the Week 14 Test 30 

Participate in the Discussion   10 

Write and submit the Paper 200 

 



 

 

WEEK 15 
May 2-8 

 

 

 

 

Work due on 

Sunday, May 8 

by 11:59 pm. 

1993-PRESENT 

Assignments Points 

Read Chapter 30:  Twenty-First Century America, 1993-Present - 

Watch the Instructor’s Video:  The 1990s through Today - 

Watch the Documentary Video - 

Complete Inquisitive Chapter 15 10 

Take the Week 15 Test 30 

Participate in the Discussion:  Historical Memory and 9/11 10 

 

WEEK 16 
May 9-13 

 

 

Work due on 

Friday, May 13 

by 11:59 pm. 

MAKE UP WORK 

Assignments Points 

Optional:  Make up three missed assignments, including Inquisitive 
chapters, weekly tests, and paper assignments.  The Orientation Test 

and group discussions cannot be made up.  Students may only make-

up work that they did not begin during the semester.  Any work that 

was begun, but not completed cannot be made-up and tests cannot 

be retaken for a higher grade.  These rules prevent cheating.  When 
possible, partially completed work will be graded.   
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