
Women’s Studies 1 

Spring 2016 

Tuesday/Thursday: 11:15 am-12:40 pm (SOCS 120) 

Section # 2994 

Instructor Contact Info.  Office Location & Hours 

Hong Herrera Thomas hherrera@elcamino.edu 

(310) 660-3593 ext. 3756 

M/W: 7:15 am- 7:45 am (Classroom--SOCS 127) 

T/Th: 7:15 am-7:45am (Classroom—SOCS 205) 

T/Th.: 9:30 am – 11:00 am (Office--SOCS 110) 

Introduction 

Welcome to Women’s Studies 1!  I have prepared an exciting and engaging course for you this semester.  This 

semester our course theme centers on gender Identity.   In this classroom we will create a learning environment 

that requires you to participate and listen to the perspective and opinion of others.  I will work hard to create a 

space that fosters critical thinking and mutual respect.  This will require you to keep up with the readings, 

reflect, and participate.  I look forward to a dynamic semester with you.   

About This Course 

This interdisciplinary course introduces students to the field of women’s studies.  The history of feminism, feminist 

thought, and women’s studies as an academic discipline will be examined and assessed.  The social 

construction of sex, gender, and sexuality, the representation of women in American society, and the role of 

women in American institutions will be analyze from theoretical perspectives of various academic disciplines.  

Feminist perspective will be utilized to critically analyze race, ethnicity, social class, and sexuality and age as 

they correlate with sex and gender in American society. 

 

The following are guidelines developed by Lynn Weber and published in Women's Studies Quarterly 18 

(Spring/Summer 1990) which I hope students will incorporate into class discussion and interactions.  

1. Acknowledge that prejudice and discrimination based on race, class, sex, sexual orientation, and physical 

differences exist.  

2. Acknowledge that all of us have learned misinformation about our own group and about members of other 

groups, whether we belong to a majority or minority group.  

3. Agree not to blame ourselves or others for the misinformation we have learned in the past, but accept 

responsibility for not repeating misinformation after we have learned otherwise.  

4. Assume that people--both those we study and those in this class--do the best they can.  

5. Never demean, devalue, or in any way "put down" people for their experiences, backgrounds, or statements. 

This does not mean that you can't disagree, only that you must do so respectfully. 

Course Goals 

This is your education and your space to learn.  I expect you to complete your reading assignments before the 

start of class and complete your assignments on time.  I encourage you to push yourself and contribute to class 

discussions and ask questions.  The quality of the course is dependent on how much time and effort you 

contribute.   

mailto:hherrera@elcamino.edu
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Text 

Kerber, Linda K. Women’s America: Refocusing the past. 8th ed. New York: Oxford University Press, 2016. (ISBN: 

9780199349340). 

 

Articles posted on Etudes.  

Course Objectives 

1. Define key terms relevant to women's studies including sex, gender, feminism, and patriarchy.  

2. Describe and analyze the history of feminism and feminist thought as they relate to the development of 

women's studies as an academic discipline.  

3. Evaluate the social construction of sex, gender, and sexuality in American society.  

4. Analyze the representation of women in the American media.  

5. Assess historical changes in American institutions including the family, economy, politics, education, and 

religion as they relate to the role and status of women.  

6. Identify and evaluate various roles women currently play in the institutions of American society including the 

family, economy, politics, education, and religion.  

7. Critically analyze race, ethnicity, social class, sexuality, and age as they correlate with sex and gender in 

American society.  

8. Assess the future of feminism and the women's movement in the United States 

Student Learning Outcomes 

1. Representations of Women in American Media: Students will evaluate representations of women in American 

media by analyzing how women are depicted in various forms of media such as lyrics or advertisements.    2. 

Students will evaluate representation of women in American media by analyzing how women are depicted in 

various forms of media such as song lyrics or advertisements. 

2. Gender Inequality in Social Institutions: Students will analyze gender inequality in contemporary social 

institutions.   

Requirements 

Reaction Papers: There will be 3 (3) reaction papers 250-500 words (roughly 1-2 pages) in length that will be 

worth 25 points each.  This assignment is designed to allow you to reflect on the text and class discussions.  Each 

paper must incorporate and utilize both text and lectures for full points.  A paper that summarizes or simply 

states information that the student found interesting or did not know previously is not acceptable.  The format is 

informal, but will require you to proof read and write in a logical and coherent manner.  No outside research is 

done.  

 

Mid-Term: There will be 1 mid-term paper 4-5 pages (1,000-1,250 words) worth 100 points.  Prompts will be made 

available on Etudes at least 1 week in advance of the due dates.  Each paper must incorporate and utilize 

both text and lectures for full points.  This is a formal paper that requires you to critically assess and apply course 

themes and ideas to contemporary events.  You will do some outside research and cite for the contemporary 
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examples.   

 

Final Research Project: 

Introduction: 

You will create a website this semester that addresses a gender problem in the United States today.  The topic 

will be of your choosing with the approval of the instructor.  The format and content of this project aims to 

address multiple goals: 

1. Foster writing and critical thinking skills 

2. Application of course ideas and themes to contemporary realities 

3. Move from a problem based focus to a solution based approach 

4. Develop academic research skills 

5. Incorporate technology into the classroom 

6. Improve time management skills 

7. Improve oral communication 

Task: 

Once you have identify you topic, the project will be broken down into 10 separate assignments that will be 

turned into Etudes.  The finish project will be presented to the class as a website the last week of the semester.  

The project will be worth 175 points: 

1. Creation of link and topic     10 points 

2. “About Me” page, includes your professional resume 10 points 

3. Introduction to the topic     15 points 

4. History       30 points 

5. Importance/Relevance/link to local and global community  30 points 

6. 3 media clips/links      15 points 

7. 10 pictures/images      10 points 

8. “Call to Action”/ Proposed solutions    15 points 

9. Resources        15 points 

10. Class presentation (5 minutes)    25 points 

Logistics:  

There are a number of sites that allows you to web build without coding and are free.  I suggest you use 

wix.com or weebly.com if you do not have experience.  Remember, that this is an academic project, keep the 

content professional and refrain from posting personal materials such as your phone number and address.   

 

 Grading  

A: 400-360 

B: 359-320 

C: 319-280 

D: 279-240 

F: 239-0 

 

**There will be no curve in the class.  Please keep track of your points, I will not give any points away at the end 
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of the semester.  You earn your grade.  

(All Assignments will be due at 10 PM via Etudes on the due date.   

Due Dates 

1. Reaction #1   1/28 (25 points) 

2. Projection Link/Topic 2/11 (10 points) 

3. Reaction #2   2/18 (25 points) 

4. About Me & Resume 2/25 (10 points) 

5. 10 images   3/3 (10 points) 

6. Mid-Term   3/10 (100 points) 

7. Resources   3/24 (15 points) 

8. Intro. to Topic  3/31 (15 points) 

9. 3 media clips  4/7 (15 points) 

10. History   4/14 (30 points) 

11. Importance  4/21 (30 points) 

12. Call to Action  4/28 (15 points) 

13. Reaction #3  5/12 (25 points) 

**I understand that there may be technical difficulties that arise when using technology.  There will be a 15 

minutes grace period that I will set that will allow for you to submit until 10:15 PM on the due date without 

penalty.  Furthermore, if you cannot access the site you can email me your assignment before the due date 

and bring me a hard copy to the next class meeting.  You must do both to get credit.   

 

Late work will be accepted at a 50% point deduction.  No work will be accepted beyond the semester, May 12, 

2015.  It is your responsibility to check Etudes, course syllabus, or the instructor if there is any confusion with 

instructions or due dates.  Please submit late work to Etudes under the “Late Work” assignment submission. 

 

However, if there is a situation that arises in which you cannot complete an assignment that is out of your 

control, please come talk to me.  I am more than happy to work out an amicable solution.   

Accessing This Course 

We will be using the Course Management system (CMS), Etudes.  Logging in to Etudes is simple and easy.  

Please do not wait to log onto Etudes since most of your course assignments are contingent on your assess to 

this site.  

1. Have your user id and password ready. 

2. Your user id is your first name, underscore, last name. This should all be in lower case and no spaces. For 

example, the username for Francis S. Key is francis_key. Your initial password has four characters based 

on your birth month and your birth date. For example, August 1 is 0801. 

3. Open a browser. Firefox works best with Etudes. (download Firefox)  Internet Explorer may be used.  

Safari will not work with some Etudes functions. 

4. In the address bar, type myetudes.org and press Enter. You will be taken to the Etudes Login Page. 

5. In the upper-right hand corner, type your user id and password. Then, click the Login button. 

6. You should now see the tabs for each of your classes on top of the page. Click a tab to go to a 

particular class.  

7. If you are still having problems logging in you can also visit Etudes log-in help website for additional log 

in help. 

Additional Resources/ADA Statement 
El Camino College is committed to providing educational accommodations for students with disabilities upon 

the timely request by the student to the instructor. A student with a disability, who would like to request an 

academic accommodation, is responsible for identifying herself/himself to the instructor and to the Special 

http://www.elcamino.edu/library/distance-ed/etudes.asp
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Resources Center. To make arrangements for academic accommodations, contact the Special Resources 

Center at 310-660-3295, or online at http://www.elcamino.edu/academics/src/.  Please let me know if you 

have adaptive software and hardware to assist you with taking this course or if you have any specific needs I 

should be aware of.  

Cell Phone Policy 

Please refrain from using electronic devices in class.  This is distracting both to you and those around you.  I will 

give you a verbal warning the first time I see you using your phone, the second and third time I will deduct 10 

points (for each incident) from your participation grade, the third time you may be asked to leave class and 

face academic discipline pursuant to the Student Code of Conduct.  If you need to take a phone call, 

discreetly excuse yourself from the class and take the call outside.  If there is a situation where you need to 

have access to your phone, please discuss this matter with me before it becomes an issue.   

Attendance Policy 

Your attendance is mandatory and will be recorded at each class meeting, this may occur at the beginning or 

the end of the course.  Please arrive to class on time and stay the entire class period.  Arriving late and/or 

leaving early is disruptive and you miss out on important information that is announced at the beginning and 

end of the class.  If you arrive after attendance has been completed you will be marked as “tardy.”  And if you 

leave before attendance is recorded you will be marked as absent unless you speak to the instructor, where it 

will then be counted as a “tardy.”  (Three “tardies” will be counted as an absence.)  Remember, per El Camino 

policy, you can be dropped if your absences from class exceeds 10% of the scheduled class meeting time.  In 

this class that means if you miss more than 3 classes, you could be dropped.  If tardiness becomes frequent, the 

instructor reserves the right to lock to doors after class has begun.  The student in this case is still responsible for 

all reading and assignments.   

Additional Notes 

At times during this semester we will be discussing topics that may be disturbing, even traumatizing, to some 

students.  If you are aware of particular course material that may be traumatizing to you, I’d be happy to 

discuss any concerns you may have with it before it comes up in class.  If you ever feel the need to step outside 

during one of these discussions, either for a short time or the rest of the class session, you may always do so 

without academic penalty.  You will, however, be responsible for any material you miss.  If you do leave the 

room for a significant time, please make arrangements to get notes from another student or see me individually 

to discuss the situation. 

You may contact the Health Center if you would like someone to speak to regarding any of these topics at  

(310) 660-3643.   

 

Please do not record (audio or visual) or take pictures in class without consent of the instructor.   

Academic Honesty 

Cheating will not be tolerated!  Using words, phrases, and ideas that are not your own without giving credit to 

the author constitutes academic dishonesty (i.e. cutting and pasting from the internet).   Resubmitting a paper 

written for another class is also unacceptable in this course.  When in doubt it is better to consult with the 

instructor.   

It is the responsibility of all members of the academic community to behave in a manner which encourages 

learning and promotes honesty and to act with fairness toward others.  Students should not seek an unfair 

advantage over other students when completing an assignment, taking an examination, or engaging in any 
other kind of academic activity. 

Please refer to the Student Code of Conduct and Academic Dishonesty El Camino Code of Conduct 

http://www.elcamino.edu/studentservices/activities/codeofconduct.asp
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**Remember, I am here to help you learn and be successful.  If you need additional help, clarification on 

content comprehension or assignments, or if an unforeseen situation requires an extension please ask.   

Student Resources and Student Success Act: 

Student Resources: Your success is the number one priority at El Camino College. College resources to help you 

succeed include computer labs, tutoring centers, health services, and services for designated groups, such as 

veterans and students with disabilities. For a comprehensive list of Academic Resources and Support Programs, 

visit:http://www.elcamino.edu/administration/vpas/aims/aims_docs/ARSP.pdf 

  

Student Success Act: New state regulations may affect your eligibility for financial aid, your registration priority, 

and your ability to repeat classes.  For more information, 

visit:http://www.elcamino.edu/administration/vpas/aims/aims_docs/S3PF15.pdf.  After completing 15 units or 

prior to the end of the third semester, all students must declare a major and complete a comprehensive 

educational plan. Schedule an appointment to see a counselor for an up-to-date educational plan by 

visiting: https://www.elcamino.edu/studentservices/co/appointments.asp. 

 

Title IX Employee Reporting Obligations: 

El Camino College is committed to protecting the safety of our students. If you have been a victim of 

misconduct/assault (including experiences of sexual harassment, sexual assault, stalking and intimate partner 

violence), help is available. You can: 

1)     Speak with an instructor. By law, faculty must report to the Office of Staff and Student Diversity any 

information about sexual or gender-based misconduct shared by students in person, via electronic 

communication and/or in classroom papers or homework exercises. Once an incident has been reported you 

can decide whether to cooperate with the investigation. 

2)     Speak with a psychologist at Student Health. This assistance is free and confidential – psychologists are not 

required to report to the Office of Staff and Student Diversity. To schedule an appointment, call the Student 

Health Center at 310.660.3643 or visit their website: http://www.elcamino.edu/studentservices/health/ 

3)     Contact the Office of Staff and Student Diversity at 310.660.3813 or visit their website for more information 

about resources on and off campus: http://www.elcamino.edu/administration/hr/diversity/ 

 

Tentative Course Schedule (The instructor reserves the right to revise the reading and assignment 

schedule.  I will not move due dates without giving you at least 1 week notice) 

Week Topic Required Reading  

Week 1:  

1/19 

1/21 

  

  

 

Introduction to Women’s Studies 

What is Women’s Studies? 

 

 

 

Kerber:  

1. “Introduction,” 1-9 

 

https://mail.elcamino.edu/owa/redir.aspx?SURL=WXjUy0ifLO00OMjRoGz8GsLOtK-J0q-XYjkgt-RXcTEdE9lruBPTCGgAdAB0AHAAOgAvAC8AdwB3AHcALgBlAGwAYwBhAG0AaQBuAG8ALgBlAGQAdQAvAGEAZABtAGkAbgBpAHMAdAByAGEAdABpAG8AbgAvAHYAcABhAHMALwBhAGkAbQBzAC8AYQBpAG0AcwBfAGQAbwBjAHMALwBBAFIAUwBQAC4AcABkAGYA&URL=http%3a%2f%2fwww.elcamino.edu%2fadministration%2fvpas%2faims%2faims_docs%2fARSP.pdf
https://mail.elcamino.edu/owa/redir.aspx?SURL=L_sPc8U-Sbgx-Lijt4CaomW1V3OE8UEyT0pq9JFmhuodE9lruBPTCGgAdAB0AHAAOgAvAC8AdwB3AHcALgBlAGwAYwBhAG0AaQBuAG8ALgBlAGQAdQAvAGEAZABtAGkAbgBpAHMAdAByAGEAdABpAG8AbgAvAHYAcABhAHMALwBhAGkAbQBzAC8AYQBpAG0AcwBfAGQAbwBjAHMALwBTADMAUABGADEANQAuAHAAZABmAA..&URL=http%3a%2f%2fwww.elcamino.edu%2fadministration%2fvpas%2faims%2faims_docs%2fS3PF15.pdf
https://mail.elcamino.edu/owa/redir.aspx?SURL=8vMFpAJ1FLAHlR2MUxBIOz4aUq47sQjSk3oGfZo8CFUdE9lruBPTCGgAdAB0AHAAcwA6AC8ALwB3AHcAdwAuAGUAbABjAGEAbQBpAG4AbwAuAGUAZAB1AC8AcwB0AHUAZABlAG4AdABzAGUAcgB2AGkAYwBlAHMALwBjAG8ALwBhAHAAcABvAGkAbgB0AG0AZQBuAHQAcwAuAGEAcwBwAA..&URL=https%3a%2f%2fwww.elcamino.edu%2fstudentservices%2fco%2fappointments.asp
https://mail.elcamino.edu/owa/redir.aspx?SURL=bAmazDo35re06DIp6J5MYfrRhAlUSkDCwelJZ_eZjW67sdZruBPTCGgAdAB0AHAAOgAvAC8AdwB3AHcALgBlAGwAYwBhAG0AaQBuAG8ALgBlAGQAdQAvAHMAdAB1AGQAZQBuAHQAcwBlAHIAdgBpAGMAZQBzAC8AaABlAGEAbAB0AGgALwA.&URL=http%3a%2f%2fwww.elcamino.edu%2fstudentservices%2fhealth%2f
https://mail.elcamino.edu/owa/redir.aspx?SURL=mqROlzQZRvymprDMH3Oj6PyzngcaHNRCI92EMchgTN8dE9lruBPTCGgAdAB0AHAAOgAvAC8AdwB3AHcALgBlAGwAYwBhAG0AaQBuAG8ALgBlAGQAdQAvAGEAZABtAGkAbgBpAHMAdAByAGEAdABpAG8AbgAvAGgAcgAvAGQAaQB2AGUAcgBzAGkAdAB5AC8A&URL=http%3a%2f%2fwww.elcamino.edu%2fadministration%2fhr%2fdiversity%2f
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Week Topic Required Reading  

 Week 2 

1/26 

 

 

 

1/28 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Reaction #1 Due: 

1/28 at 10 PM via 

Etudes 

 

Indigenous Women 

 

 

Constructing Notions of Gender & 

Identity 

 

Kerber:  

1. “The Anglo-Indian Gender Frontier,” 12-23. 

2. “Some Could Suckle Over Their Shoulder,” 24-33. 

 

Kerber: 

1. “An Identured Servant Identifies as ‘Both Man and Woeman,’” 

34-43 

2. “The Devil in the Shape of a Woman,” 53-66 

3. “Trial of Ann Hutchinson, 1637,” 80-83 

4. “European Women and the Law,” 84-86 

5. “Christine Jorgensen and the Story of How Sex Changed,” 615-

629. 

 

Week 3:  

2/2 

2/4 

                

 

 

African American Women in 

Colonial Society & Slavery and 

Sexual Relations 

 

 

 

Kerber:  

1. “The African Women Who Preceded Uncle Ben,” 87-97 

2. “The Hemings-Jefferson Treaty,” 97-105 

3. “Documents,” 106-109 

Kerber:  

1. “Mistresses in the Making,” 139-147 

2. “Women in Slavery,” 147-157 

3. “Lines of Color, Sex, and Service,” 179-188 

 

Week 4 

2/9 

 

 

 

 

 

2/11 

 

Project: 

Create Link and 

Topic Due: 2/11 

 

Sexual Coercion and Violence 

 

Kerber: 

1. “I Know What an Indian Woman Can Do,” 227-237 

2. “Sexual Violence and the Long Civil Rights Movement,” 591-605. 

3. “Hard Choices at 1801 Vine,” 648-655. 

 

Etudes: 

1. “The Sexual Abuse to Prison Pipeline: The Girls’ Story” 

2. “Sexual Violence as a Tool of Genocide” 

3. “Mapping the Margins” 

4. “ISIS Enshrines a Theology of Rape” 

 

 

Week 5:  

2/16 

 

2/18 

Reaction #2 Due: 

2/18 via Etudes at 

10 PM      

 

 

 

 

Supporting the Revolution & and 

Female Relationships 

 

 

 

Kerber: 

1. “Documents,” 110-117 

2. “The Female World of Love and Ritual,” 189-201 

3. “Documents: Grimke Sisters,” 238-254 
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Week Topic Required Reading  

Week 6: 

2/23 

 

 

 

 

2/25 

Project: 

About Me and 

Resume Due: 2/25 

 

Confederate Women, Civil War, & 

Reconstruction 

 

 

Kerber: 

1. “Women Numerous and Armed,” 267-276 

2. “Reconstruction and the Meanings of Freedom,” 276-286 

3. “Documents,” 287-297 

 

 

Week 7:  

2/29 

 

 

 

3/3 

               

Project: 

10 Images due: 3/3 

Violence and Miscengenation 

 

 

 

 

Ethnic Enclaves from West to East 

Coast 

Kerber: 

1. “Forging Interracial Links in the Jim Crow South,” 300-322 

2. “Documents: Southern Horrors,” 323-331 & 669-677. 

3. “Ophelia Paquet, a Tillamook of Oregon,” 332-336. 

 

Kerber: 

1. “Unbound Feet,” 337-344. 

2. “From the Russian Pale to Labor Organizing,” 361-375. 

3. “A Lady Photojournalist Goes to the 1904 St. Louis World’s Fair,” 

383-392. 

 

Week 8:  

3/8 

 

 

 

 

 

3/10 

              

 

Mid-term Due: 3/10 

Sexual Politics 

Defining Citizenship & Control  

 

 

 

 

Sexuality and the Body 

Kerber: 

1. “Sexuality and Politics in the Early Twentieth-Century International 

Women’s Movement,” 393-404. 

2. “The Next Generation of Suffragists,” 405-411. 

3. “Documents,” 412-417. 

 

Kerber:  

1. “Fasting Girls,” 420-428. 

2. “The Flapper and the Chaperone,” 428-435. 

3. “Mabel Hampton’s in Harlem,” 435-451. 

4. “Documents,” 656-658. 

 

 

Week 9:  

3/22 & 3/24 

Project: 

Resources Due: 

3/24 

Reproductive Rights Kerber: 

1. “When Abortion Was a Crime,” 451-456. 

2. “Documents,” 457-464 & 658-669. 

3. “Prescribing the Pill,” 629-636. 

 

 

Week 10:  

3/29 

 

 

3/31 

Project:                

Introduction to 

Topic Due: 3/31 

Second Wave Feminism and 

Chicana Feminism 

 

 

 

 

Kerber: 

1. “The Women’s Liberation,” 705-718. 

2. “The Personal Is Political,” 731-740. 
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Week Topic Required Reading  

Week 11:  

4/5 

 

 

 

 

4/7 

Project: 

Three media 

clips/links Due: 4/7 

Demanding Social Change 

 

 

 

 

 

World War II & Cold War 

Kerber: 

1. “Equal Rights and Economic Rights,” 503-512. 

2. “Designing Women and Old Fools,” 513-523. 

3. ‘Storms on Every Front,” 523-529 

4. “Gender Equality and the Law,” 741-758. 

 

 

Kerber: 

1. “Japanese American During World War II,” 530-536. 

2. “Gender at Work,” 536-547.  

3. “Mannishness,” 550-558. 

4. “Betty Friedan and the Origins of Feminism,” 569-580. 

5. “Politically Desperate Housewives,” 581-590. 

 

 

Week 12:   

4/12 

4/14 

Project: History of 

Topic Due: 4/14 

21st Century Realities Kerber: 

1. “Domesticas Demand Dignity,” 759-775. 

2. “Muslims American Women After 9/11,” 775-784. 

3. “Documents,” 785-794. 

 

Week 13:  

4/19 

4/21 

 

Project: 

Importance Due: 

4/21 

21st Century Realities Continued TBA  

Week 14:  

4/26 

4/28 

Project: Call to 

Action Due: 4/28 

Towards Social Justice                       TBA 

Week 15:  

5/3 

5/5 

 

Presentations 

  

Week 16:  

5/10 

5/12 

Reaction #3 Due 

5/12 

Presentation & Closing Thoughts 

 

  

 


