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Syllabus 
 

I. Course Description 

This course is an interdisciplinary study of Chicano culture in the United States.  Emphasis 
is placed on the historical roots and development of the cultural contributions of Chicanos 
to American society in the arts, literature, language, music and other expressions of 
contemporary popular culture will be examined.  Analysis of the central components of 
Chicano cultural values, norms and customs will also be assessed. 
 

II. Student Learning Outcomes 
1. Upon completion of Chicano Culture, students will be able to describe the elements 

that make up a culture and how they apply to the Chicano cultural experience, 
making use of appropriate terminology and theoretical frameworks. 

2. Upon completion of Chicano Culture, students will be able to identify, critically 
examine and interpret components and expressions of Chicano culture found in 
language, values and belief systems, customs and rituals and the arts. 

3. Upon completion of Chicano Culture, students will be able to explain and analyze the 
major historical factors that have contributed to the formation of Chicano culture. 
 

III.  Course Student Learning Objectives 
1. Identify and describe the major components that comprise a culture. 
2. Explain and assess the major historical factors that have contributed to the formation of 

Chicano culture and the impact of American values on it in recent times. 
3. Analyze the various aspects that comprise the Chicano linguistic tradition in historical 

and regional terms. 
4. Identify and evaluate the private and public domains of language. 
5. Assess the influence of Pre-Columbian and Spanish belief systems on Chicano religious 

traditions and customs. 
6. Describe and examine and the influence of cultural values and beliefs on the Chicano 

family structure including role playing and gender roles. 
7. Describe and differentiate the various forms of musical expressions in Chicano culture 

including Mexican and American influences. 
8. Compare and contrast the various forms of artistic expressions that have emerged over 

the centuries to influence and shape contemporary Chicano art. 
9. Analyze and explain the place of Chicano role in cinema and how stereotypes have 

defined the types of production available to Chicanos and Chicanas in Hollywood films. 
10. Explain the influence of the Chicano Movement on the emergence of a Chicano Theater 

genre. 
11. Identify and evaluate the major literary themes and contributors to contemporary 

Chicano literature. 
12. Describe and evaluate the importance of food as a form of culture identity in the 

Chicano experience. 
13. Evaluate how the Chicano cultural renaissance has shaped contemporary Chicano 

society and influenced some aspects of mainstream culture.  



IV. Readings: A. Chicana/o Studies: Survey and Analysis (4th edition) by Dennis Márquez 
Bixler  and Carlos F. Ortega. 
      B. Supplemental readings 
 
V. Teaching Methods 

1. Lectures 

2. Video recordings 

3. Guest lecturers 

4. Class discussions 

5. Reflection questions 

6. Oral presentations 

7. Essay assignments 

 

VI. Content Outline 

 

Week 1 (January 19-January 21) 

Course policies and requirements. Content overview: Introduction and clarification of terms. 

Introduction to Chicano culture: Definition of culture; components of culture (Language, values 

and belief systems, customs and rituals, artistic expression, material culture and technology. 

Identity labels and cultural terminology. Supplemental reading: “Introduction: The Study of 

Popular Culture”, “Labels and Terms”, “Definitions and Theoretical Approaches to Popular 

Culture” (by January 23). 

 

Weeks 2-3 (January 26- February 4) 

Historical over of Chicano cultural development: Indigenous roots of culture; Spanish influences; 

Mexican culture; Anglo-American cultural clash (deculturation, acculturation and assimilation); 

The Chicano Movement and cultural renaissance. Readings from textbook: “The Chicano 

Movement and the Treaty”,  “Confronting America” and “Reinterpreting the Chicano 

Experience”  (by February 2) 
 

Weeks 4-5 (February 9-February 18) 

Cultural components of language: Chicano sociolinguistics; Indigenous Mexican languages; 

Fusion with Spanish, Nahuatl and American English; Regional dialects in the southwest; Chicano 

Spanish (formal Spanish, informal Spanish, slang/caló, sub-standard Spanish/pochismos); Code-

switching (English-Spanish/Spanglish); Bilingualism; Private and public domains of language 

(social situations-family, English literacy and historical impact on Chicano political status, 

socioeconomic status and English usage, bilingual education theories); Language attitudes (Anglo-

American attitudes toward Spanish accented speech, Chicano attitudes toward correct Spanish 

speech, Chicano attitudes toward code-switching, social and linguistic changes). Oral 

Presentations. Supplemental readings: “The Spanish Language in the Southwest”  (by 

February 11)  & “Chicano Spanish: Varieties, Styles and Functions” (by February 16) 

 

Weeks 6-7 ( February 23-March 3) 

Values and belief systems: Pre-Cuauhtemoc value systems; Spanish belief systems; Mexican 

Catholicism and its role in Chicano culture (religious icons, rituals, morality, religious celebrations 

and religious customs); Culture and the Chicano family (roles, nuclear versus extended family, 

machismo; feminism-barrio and non-barrio manifestations); Folklore and oral traditions. 

Supplemental reading: “Machismo and Marianismo in Latin America” (by February 25).  

Oral presentations. Quiz #1 (tentative date: March 3) 

 

Week 8 (March 8-March 10) 

Oral presentations. Review for Midterm Exam and Midterm Exam (March 10) 

 

Spring Break: March 12-March 18 



 

Weeks 9-11 (March 22-April 7) 

Artistic expressions: Music and dance (the southwest and Mexico); The canción mexicana, the son 

jarocho; Mexican folk music ensembles. Mexican-American pop music traditions. Mexican folk 

dance traditions. Visual art: Pre-Cuauhtemoc and European influences; Social, religious and 

political emphasis in Chicano art; Mexican and Chicano muralism; Graffiti art. Oral 

presentations. Readings from textbook: “On Chicano Music in the U.S.” (by March 24) & 

Supplemental reading: “ A Historical Overview/Update on the State of Chicano Art” (by 

April 7). 
 

Weeks 12-13 (April 12-April 21) 

Chicano cinema: Chicano/Mexican stereotypes in American movies; Chicanos in Hollywood; 

Contemporary Chicano film production. Chicano theatre: Establishment of Chicano theatre; 

Theatre groups; Contemporary issues and themes in Chicano theatre. Oral Presentations. 

Reading form textbook: “ Imagined Borders: Locating Chicano Cinema in 

America/América” (by April 14). 

 

Week 14 (April 26-April 28) 

Chicano Literature: Historical origins; Contemporary Chicano literature; Literary figures and 

themes. Oral Presentations. Reading from textbook: “Chicana Literature from a Chicana 

Feminist Perspective”  (by April 28). 

 

Week 15 (May 3-May 5) 

Food/Diet and Identity: Pre-Cuauhtemoc Mesoamerican staple foods; European influence in 

Mexican cuisine/diets; Influence of food on culture, identity, family traditions; Contemporary 

Mexican cuisine and American society. Supplemental reading: “Traditional Mexican Food” 

(by May 3). Quiz #2 (tentative date: May 5). 
 

Week 16 (May 10-May 12) 

Chicano cultural influences in the United States: Spanish (Mexican Spanish) loaned words and expression 

in American English; Chicano and Mexican folk characteristics in American music; Mexican food in 

American society; Mexican holiday traditions in American culture. Supplemental reading: “Cinco de 

Mayo Celebration and the Influence of Mexican Culture in the U.S.” (by May10). Final Exam (May 

12). 

 

 

VII. Quiz & Exam Dates: 

1) Quiz # 1: 3/3/16    

2) Midterm Exam: 3/10/16   

3) Quiz #2: 5/5/16 

4) Final Exam: 5/12/16 

    

  

VIII. Grading 

Possible Points 170 Total  Grading Scale 
Midterm   50  210-189 = A   

Final   50  188-168 = B 

Quiz #1   10  167-147 = C 

Quiz# 2   10  146-126 = D      

     Below 126 = F 

 

Reflection Questions  40    



Oral Presentation  30 

Presentation Paper 20 

    

IX. Office Hours, Email, Telephone # 

Office Hours: MW:9:00AM-9:30AM & T/Th: 9:15AM-11:15AM 

Office Location: SOCS 107 

Phone: (310) 660-3593 Ext. 3411 

Email: xherrera@elcamino.edu 

 

ADA Statement: 

El Camino College is committed to providing educational accommodations for students with disabilities 

upon the timely request by the student to the instructor. A student with a disability, who would like to 

request an academic accommodation, is responsible for identifying herself/himself to the instructor and to 

the Special Resources Center. To make arrangements for academic accommodations, contact the Special 

Resources Center. 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 


