
 

 

 
PHILOSOPHY 105 – CRITICAL THINKING AND DISCOURSE 

COURSE SYLLABUS 
Spring 2016 – Section 2640 

MW 9:30 a.m. - 10:55 a.m. – Social Science 204 
     
Instructor Contact Information: 
Instructor: Marco Llaguno 
Phone: (818) 370-2797        
Instructor’s Office Location: TBD     
Office Hours: M 11:00 am - 12:00 pm, 
Email: mllaguno@elcamino.edu 
 
Course Description: 
This course focuses on the study and development of critical reasoning and effective argumentation. 
Emphasis is placed on the application of critical thinking skills to the production of clear, well argued 
position and advocacy papers and to the linguistic and logical analysis of the writings of others.. 
 
Course Objectives: 
1. Identify and analyze arguments representing multicultural views and perspectives with an emphasis on 
the role of language in argumentation. 
2. Analyze arguments in logical terms. 
3. Demonstrate the basics of writing an argumentative essay. 
4. Distinguish fact/knowledge from judgment/opinion. 
5. Distinguish knowledge and beliefs obtained from sensory evidence from both ethics and metaphysics. 
6. Evaluate the credibility and effectiveness of written argumentation in various domains of inquiry, with 
particular attention to the expertise and bias of speakers and writers. 
7. Evaluate the credibility of evidence source materials. 
8. Locate, analyze, and synthesize sources, evidence, and reasons in argumentative writing. 
9. Analyze the written arguments of others. 
10. Identify and analyze fallacies, analogies, statistics, studies, and surveys. 
11. Interpret passages of texts, such as the Constitution and the Bible, paying close attention to problems 
of context, translations from other languages, contradictions, and exceptions to rules. 
12. Analyze the myriad kinds of advertising, including being able to recognize and identify the fallacies, 
biases, and persuasive techniques used by advertisers. 
 
Student Learning Outcomes (SLO):  
1. Students will be able to recognize and evaluate both errors in reasoning, including the primary 
fallacies, and linguistic techniques used in statements and arguments. 
2. Students will be able to recognize and articulate problems in the positions and arguments of themselves 
and others. 
3. Students will be able to compose coherent and well-reasoned arguments demonstrating research skills, 
and the ability to evaluate essays, studies, and statistical data. They will be able to analyze various 
arguments, including analogical and scientific ones as well as addressing counterarguments to their 
position. 
 
ADA Statement:  
El Camino College is committed to providing educational accommodations for students with disabilities 
upon the timely request by the student to the instructor. A student with a disability, who would like to 
request an academic accommodation, is responsible for identifying herself/himself to the instructor and to 
the Special Resource Center. To make arrangements for academic accommodations, contact the Special 
Resource Center. 
 



 

 

Course Policies:  
• Attendance will be taken everyday at the beginning of class.  Tardiness will not be tolerated; neither 

will leaving class before being formally dismissed. 
• There will be no make-up points given for in-class assignments missed due to absence.   
• Please do not use any recording devices.  If you need assistance with anything covered in the lectures 

please e-mail me.   
• You must have read and you must be prepared to discuss the sections assigned on the date they appear 

on the syllabus. 
• All homework must be submitted in class (hard copy) on the date it is due.  Late work will be penalized 

10% each day it is late beginning with the due date.  Emailed assignments will not be allowed. 
• Students must be present in class for all exams.  Unexcused absences for exams will result in no credit 

for that exam. 
• You are expected to have your e-mail address updated (if necessary) in the system within 1 week of the 

start of classes. 
• This syllabus is subject to updates and other changes and would be announced in class 
 
Attendance Requirements:  
Attendance at First Class Students who enroll in class but do not attend the first scheduled class meeting 
may be dropped from the roster and their places given to waiting list students.  If illness or emergency 
prevents a student from attending the first class session, the student must contact the instructor. 
A student who registers for a class and never attends is still responsible for dropping the class.  Failure to 
properly drop a class by the appropriate deadline may result in a "W" and may hold the student 
responsible for any and all fees associated with the class.  The burden of proof is on the student. 
Attendance Without Official Enrollment Students will not be permitted to attend classes in which they are 
not officially registered.  Exceptions may be allowed by the instructor for bonafide visitors.  Students who 
attend a class without proper enrollment (the student did not properly register or add the class) by the 
published deadline will not be permitted to "late add" the class except for documented extenuating and 
mitigating circumstances.  Students who do not properly register or add a class will receive neither unit or 
grade credit for that class. 
Attendance During Semester Students are expected to attend their classes regularly.  Students who miss 
the first class meeting or who are not in regular attendance during the add period for the class may be 
dropped by the instructor.  Students whose absences from a class exceed 10% of the scheduled class 
meeting time may be dropped by the instructor.  However, students are responsible for dropping a class 
within the deadlines published in the class schedule.  Students who stop attending but do not drop may 
receive a failing grade.  Students may view their registration status on MyECC. 
Adding a Class If space is available‚ students who have completed registration may add a class by going 
to the first meeting of the class and securing permission of the instructor. It is the responsibility of the 
student to fulfill all requirements to add a course, and to add the course by the add deadline in accordance 
with college procedures.  Adds will not be processed beyond the add deadline. 
Withdrawal from Class 
Official withdrawal from a class should be processed through the MyECC student portal. Failure to 
complete this process may result in the assignment of a letter grade of A through F. 
 
El Camino College Academic Honesty and Standards of Conduct 
http://www.elcamino.edu/administration/board/boarddocs/5500%20%20Academic%20Honesty.pdf 
 
 
Required Textbook: 
Vaughn, Lewis. The Power of Critical Thinking: Effective Reasoning About Ordinary and 
Extraordinary Claims, 4th  edition (Oxford University Press, 2013). ISBN: 978-0-19-985667-1 
Several Readings will be posted online or emailed to you at your ECC email address 
 
 



 

 

Grading  
Pre-Course Reflection Paper     20 pts. 
In Class Assignments    100 pts.  
Homework     100 pts.  
Essays      200 pts. (2 Essays @ 100 pts. each) 
Quizzes      100 pts.  
Post-Course Reflection Paper     30 pts.  
Exams      450 pts. (3 Exams @ 150 pts. each) 
Total                1000 pts. 
 
A = 900 pts. & up; B = 800-899 pts.; C = 700-799 pts.; D = 600-699 pts.; F = below 600 
 
Pre-Course Reflection Paper A reflection paper will be turned in during the second week of class.  It 
should be 1 to 2 pages and must be typed, single spaced.  In this paper you will give your background in 
philosophy, if any, and what you hope to get out of this class.  Also, describe some of your beliefs and 
your approach to life:  Explain how you decide what to believe in, how you decide what you value in life, 
how you decide what you trust as truth.  What do you think constitutes living a good life?  What if 
anything gives you meaning to life and why?  Do you think there are things in life that are good for 
everyone to do?  What are the sources of your beliefs, who or what shapes them?  Has there ever been a 
time when your understanding of the world or the nature of reality changed dramatically, a “paradigm 
shift”?  Who do you see yourself as 5 years from now?  
 
In Class Assignments  Each day in class you will be asked to either answer a question raised or perhaps 
some exercises taken from the book.  At times you will be asked to work in groups and turn in your 
responses as a group project.  We will be discussing answers in class and the goal of these assignments is 
to enhance your understanding of class material.  No credit given for classes missed. 
 
Homework These will be assigned in class.  If you miss class, it is your responsibilty to get the homework 
assignment from a classmate.  Further instruction will be given as readings are assigned.   
 
Quizzes   There will be three quizzes. They will cover material from the readings and lecture. 
 
Essays  Two essays will be written in the semester.  They are the most important tool in the class for 
developing your critical reading and writing skills.  Essays should be 2-3 pages and must be typed, single-
spaced.  Topics for these papers will be given during the semester. 
 
Post-Course Reflection Paper  A final paper must be turned in on the day of the third exam.  It must be no 
more than 2 pages, single spaced.  This paper must reflect your thoughts on either a) the value of critical 
thinking or b) your philosophy now that you have critically reflected on your own views.  How, if at all, 
was this class effective in allowing for the development of your view (instructor, peers, readings, 
discussions, etc.)? 
 
Exams  Questions will be similar to those you find on the homework and quizzes.  The exams will not be 
cumulative, however, much of the work you do at the beginning of the semester forms a basis for 
understanding of material later on.  A study guide will be given to you prior to the exam. 
 
 
Please note that in this class, no question is ever considered an irrelevant or dumb question.  
However, you may be directed to ask it again by e-mail or during office hours. 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 

Calendar & Reading List 
All readings are found in the Vaughn text unless otherwise noted.  Students must have read and be 
prepared to discuss the readings in class on the date they appear. 
 
Tentative Course Schedule: Subject to Change at Professor’s Discretion 
Date    Topic(s)    Assignment(s) 
Wednesday 1/20  Introduction     
Monday 1/25   Why Critical thinking matters  Read ch. 1 
Wednesday 1/27  Statements and Arguments Review ch.1 
Monday 2/1   Indicator words   Read ch. 2 
Wednesday 2/3   Obstacles to critical thinking  Review ch. 2 
Monday 2/8   Finding missing parts of args. Read ch. 3; Quiz #1 
Wednesday 2/10   Argument patterns  Review ch. 3 
Monday 2/15  NO CLASS – PRESIDENTS’ DAY 
Wednesday 2/17  Argument patterns (cont’d.) Review ch. 3; Quiz #2 
Monday 2/22   Exam #1 
Wednesday 2/24  Conflicting claims & experts  Read ch. 4 
Monday 2/29   Self-deception    Review ch. 4 
Wednesday 3/2   Claims in the news and ads Review ch. 4    
Monday 3/7   Claims in the news and ads  Review ch. 4; Quiz #3 
Wednesday 3/9   Fallacies: irrelevant premises  Read ch. 5  
Monday 3/14  NO CLASS – SPRING BREAK 
Wednesday 3/16  NO CLASS – SPRING BREAK 
Monday 3/21    Fallacies: unacceptable premises Review ch. 5; Essay #1 Due  
Wednesday 3/23  Persuaders: rhetorical moves  Review ch. 5 
Monday 3/28   Fallacies and Rhetoric Review Review ch. 5; Quiz #4 
Wednesday 3/30  Exam #2 
Monday 4/4   Deductive Logic   Read ch. 6    
Wednesday 4/6   Deductive Logic   Review ch. 6 
Monday 4/11   Enumerative induction  Read ch. 8; Quiz #5 
Wednesday 4/13  Analogical induction  Review ch. 8 
Monday 4/18   Causal Arguments  Review ch. 8 
Wednesday 4/20   Inference to the best explanation Read ch. 9; Quiz #6 
Monday 4/25   Inference to the best explanation Review ch. 9 
Wednesday 4/27   Moral Arguments  Read ch. 11 
Monday 5/2   Moral Premises   Review ch. 11 
Wednesday 5/4   Moral Theories   Review ch. 11; Essay #2 Due 
Monday 5/9   Legal Reasoning  Review ch. 11 
Wednesday 15/11   Exam #3 


