
 

 

PHILOSOPHY 107 – PHILOSOPHY OF RELIGION 
COURSE SYLLABUS 

Spring 2016 – Section 2666 

MW 1:00 p.m. - 2:25 p.m. – Social Science 210 
           
Instructor Contact Information: 

Instructor: Marco Llaguno 

Phone: (818) 370-2797        

Instructor’s Office Location: TBD     

Office Hours: M 11:00 am - 12:00 pm 

Email: mllaguno@elcamino.edu 

 

Course Description: 

This course is an introduction to traditional philosophical problems connected with religious belief. Issues 

to be discussed are the existence and nature of God; the problems of evil; the nature of religious language; 

the existence of miracles; religious experience; and mysticism. The rationality of religious belief will also 

be examined. 

 

Course Objectives: 

1. Recognize and explain the difference between the literal and metaphorical use of language occurring in 

religious discourse and texts. 

2. Identify and discuss the main areas of philosophical conflict that presently exist between religion and 

science. 

3. State, analyze, and assess traditional arguments both for and against the existence of God. 

4. Analyze traditional arguments both for and against the existence of miracles. 

5. Evaluate the differing viewpoints concerning the appropriate interpretation of divine inspiration of 

scripture. 

6. Examine the problem of evil, and critique the various theodicies that have been offered in response to 

it. 

7. Explain and describe the phenomenon of mysticism, and recognize particular examples of it in various 

religious traditions and literary sources throughout the world. 

8. Discuss and evaluate proposed attempts to reconcile apparent differences between the doctrines, 

dogmas, and practices of major religions throughout the world. 

9. Evaluate the dominant themes and issues in religious philosophy. 

10. Analyze the philosophical problems relating to religion. 

11. Recognize and evaluate the degree of certainty that it is possible to achieve regarding religious 

metaphysical claims. 

12. Identify and discuss the metaphysical beliefs of the existence of God, souls, heaven and hell, 

reincarnation, karma, merging with the all, and another reality. 

13. Recognize and evaluate the motivations to believe in an all-good God, and distinguish these from 

arguments or reasons regarding why one should believe in God. 

14. Assess the concept of faith, distinguish faith from fact, and analyze how this understanding moves one 

toward an attitude of tolerance. 

 

Student Learning Outcomes (SLO):  
1. Students will be able to distinguish the foundations of belief in physical objects vs. metaphysical 

concepts, such as a God, souls, and heaven and hell, and how this understanding fosters both tolerance 

toward the religious beliefs of others and a deeper understanding of their own religious beliefs. 

2. Students will be able to articulate the arguments for and problems regarding the beliefs in immortal 

souls, heaven and hell. 

3. Students will be able to describe and explain the major arguments for the existence of God, and the 

primary criticisms of each argument. 

 

  



 

 

ADA Statement:  

El Camino College is committed to providing educational accommodations for students with disabilities 

upon the timely request by the student to the instructor. A student with a disability, who would like to 

request an academic accommodation, is responsible for identifying herself/himself to the instructor and to 

the Special Resource Center. To make arrangements for academic accommodations, contact the Special 

Resource Center. 

 

Course Policies:  
• Attendance will be taken everyday at the beginning of class.  Tardiness will not be tolerated; neither 

will leaving class before being formally dismissed. 
• There will be no make-up points given for in-class assignments missed due to absence.   

• Please do not use any recording devices.  If you need assistance with anything covered in the lectures 

please e-mail me.   
• You must have read and you must be prepared to discuss the sections assigned on the date they appear 

on the syllabus. 
• All homework must be submitted in class (hard copy) on the date it is due.  Late work will be penalized 

10% each day it is late beginning with the due date.  Emailed assignments will not be allowed. 
• Students must be present in class for all exams.  Unexcused absences for exams will result in no credit 

for that exam. 

• You are expected to have your e-mail address updated (if necessary) in the system within 1 week of the 

start of classes. 

• This syllabus is subject to updates and other changes and would be announced in class 

 

Attendance Requirements:  
Attendance at First Class Students who enroll in class but do not attend the first scheduled class meeting 

may be dropped from the roster and their places given to waiting list students.  If illness or emergency 

prevents a student from attending the first class session, the student must contact the instructor. 

A student who registers for a class and never attends is still responsible for dropping the class.  Failure to 

properly drop a class by the appropriate deadline may result in a "W" and may hold the student 

responsible for any and all fees associated with the class.  The burden of proof is on the student. 

Attendance Without Official Enrollment Students will not be permitted to attend classes in which they are 

not officially registered.  Exceptions may be allowed by the instructor for bonafide visitors.  Students who 

attend a class without proper enrollment (the student did not properly register or add the class) by the 

published deadline will not be permitted to "late add" the class except for documented extenuating and 

mitigating circumstances.  Students who do not properly register or add a class will receive neither unit or 

grade credit for that class. 

Attendance During Semester Students are expected to attend their classes regularly.  Students who miss 

the first class meeting or who are not in regular attendance during the add period for the class may be 

dropped by the instructor.  Students whose absences from a class exceed 10% of the scheduled class 

meeting time may be dropped by the instructor.  However, students are responsible for dropping a class 

within the deadlines published in the class schedule.  Students who stop attending but do not drop may 

receive a failing grade.  Students may view their registration status on MyECC. 

Adding a Class If space is available‚ students who have completed registration may add a class by going 

to the first meeting of the class and securing permission of the instructor. It is the responsibility of the 

student to fulfill all requirements to add a course, and to add the course by the add deadline in accordance 

with college procedures.  Adds will not be processed beyond the add deadline. 

Withdrawal from Class 

Official withdrawal from a class should be processed through the MyECC student portal. Failure to 

complete this process may result in the assignment of a letter grade of A through F. 

 

El Camino College Academic Honesty and Standards of Conduct 
http://www.elcamino.edu/administration/board/boarddocs/5500%20%20Academic%20Honesty.pdf 

 

 

http://www.elcamino.edu/administration/board/boarddocs/5500%20%20Academic%20Honesty.pdf


 

 

Required Textbook: 
Peterson, Michael, et al, Reason and Religious Belief 

Several Readings will be posted online or emailed to you at your ECC email address 

 

 

Grading  

Pre-Course Reflection Paper     20 pts. 

In Class Assignments    120 pts.  

Homework and Quizzes      80 pts.  

Essays      200 pts. (2 Essays @ 100 pts. each) 

Philosophical Reflection Paper     30 pts.  

Exams      450 pts. (3 Exams @ 150 pts. each) 

Total                  900 pts. 

 

A = 810 pts. & up; B = 720-809 pts.; C = 630-719 pts.; D = 540-629 pts.; F = below 540 

 

Pre-Course Reflection Paper A reflection paper will be turned in during the second week of class.  It 

should be 1 to 2 pages and must be typed, single spaced.  In this paper you will give your background in 

philosophy, if any, and what you hope to get out of this class.  Also, describe some of your beliefs and 

your approach to life:  what do you view as the value of believing in an ultimate reality, being, higher 

power, gods or God (or anything else that you call it). Discuss what this reality is to you and tell me 

specifically what this reality means for your life. That is define what you mean when you say “God” or 

whatever you call what you believe in. If you do not believe in any kind of ultimate reality write an essay 

discussing why you do not believe in an ultimate reality (or God or any other name you want to give it) 

and what this means for your life. Be sure to discuss what it is that you do not believe in.   

 

In Class Assignments  Each day in class you will be asked to write a paragraph or so answering a 

question raised.  Writings will be informal but may ask you to reflect on your thoughts as they pertain to 

the material covered in class.  You will be discussing your responses in small groups. 

 

Homework and Quizzes  You may be asked to reflect on some of the readings assigned while you are 

reading them, documenting your own thoughts as you read or given some questions to answer to guide 

you through the reading.  There may also be short quizzes in class to test your knowledge of the readings 

assigned.  Further instruction will be given as readings are assigned.   

 

Essays  Two short essays will be written in the semester.  Essays should be 2-3 pages and must be typed, 

single-spaced.  Topics for these papers will be given during the semester. 

 

Philosophical Reflection Paper  A final paper must be turned in on the day of the final exam.  It must be 

no more than 2 pages, single spaced.  This paper must reflect your thoughts on either a) the value of 

religion or b) your philosophy now that you have critically evaluated different philosophical positions.  

How, if at all, was this class effective in allowing for the development of your view (instructor, peers, 

readings, discussions, etc.)? 

 

Exams  There will be 3 exams consisting of true/false & multiple choice questions and two or three short 

essay questions.  Exams will not be cumulative.  During the exam you may not use your book or notes or 

get help from other students.  You will need a Scantron Form 882-E for each exam. 

 

 

Please note that in this class, no question is ever considered an irrelevant or dumb question.  

However, you may be directed to ask it again by e-mail or during office hours. 

 

 

 



 

 

Calendar & Reading List 
All readings are found in the Reason & Religious Belief (R&RB) text unless otherwise noted.  Students 

must have read and be prepared to discuss the readings in class on the date they appear. 

 

W  1/20  Introduction 

-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

Thinking about God 

M  1/25 Read:  R&RB – Chapter 1 

  Read: Wisdom, Gods 

 ***Pre-Course Reflection Paper Due  

 

The Nature of Religion 

W 1/27 Read: R&RB – Chapter 2  

-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

M  2/1  Read: Dennett, An Evolutionary Account of Religion  

 

Religious Experience 

W  2/3   Read: R&RB – Chapter 3    

-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

Religious Diversity  

M  2/8  Read: R&RB – Chapter 14 

 Read: Dalai Lama, Buddhism and Other Religions 

 Read: Griffiths, Universality and Uniqueness of Religious Doctrines 

 

W  2/10   Read: Rahner, Religious Inclusivism 

   Read: Hick Religious Pluralism 

-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

M  2/15  NO CLASS – PRESIDENTS’ DAY 

 

Faith and Reason 

W  2/17   Read: R&RB – Chapter 4  

   Read: Pascal, The Wager 

   Read: Clifford, The Ethics of Belief 

   Read: James, The Will to Believe 
-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

M  2/22  Read: Kierkegaard, Truth is Subjectivity 

   Read: Evans, Critical Dialog in Philosophy of Religion 

 

W  2/24  Exam #1 

-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

Theistic Arguments – Ontological Argument  

M  2/29  Read: R&RB – Chapter 5 

   Read: Plantinga, A Contemporary Modal Version of the Ontological Argument 

 

Theistic Arguments – Cosmological  Argument  

W 3/2   Read: Aquinas, The Classical Cosmological Argument 

  Read: Reichenbach, The Cosmological Argument from Contingency 

-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

Theistic Arguments – Cosmological  Argument  

M  3/7   Read: R&RB – Chapter 5 

  Read: Craig, The Kalam Cosmological Argument 

  Read: Mackie, Critique of the Cosmological Argument 

 

 



 

 

Theistic Arguments – Teleological  Argument  

W  3/9   Read: Paley, The Analogical Teleological Argument 

  Read: Hume, Critique of the Analogical Teleological Argument 

 ***Essay 1 Due 

-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

M & W  3/14 & 3/16  NO CLASS – SPRING BREAK 

-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

Theistic Arguments – Moral  Argument  

M 3/21   Read: Lewis, A Moral Argument for God’s Existence 

 

Divine Attributes 

W  3/23  Read: R&RB – Chapter 7 

   Read: Mavrodes, Some Puzzles Concerning Omnipotence 

   Read: Pike, Divine Omniscience and Voluntary Action 

-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

Divine Action 

M  3/28  Read: R&RB – Chapter 8 

 

The Problem of Evil 

W  3/30  Read: R&RB – Chapter 9 

   Read: Hume, Evil Makes a Strong Case Against God’s Existence 

   Read: Mackie, Evil and Omnipotence 

-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

M  4/4   Read: Plantinga, The Free Will Defense 

 Read: Rowe, The Evidential Argument from Evil 

 

W  4/6  Review  

-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

M  4/11  Exam #2 

 

Miracles 

W  4/13  Read: R&RB – Chapter 10 

--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------     

Life After Death 

M  4/18  Read: R&RB – Chapter 11 

 

W  4/20  Read: R&RB – Chapter 11  

--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------     

Religious Language 

M  4/25  Read: R&RB – Chapter 12   

 ***Essay 2 Due 

 

Religion and Science 

W  4/27 Read: R&RB – Chapter 13 

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

Religion and Morality 

M  5/2  Read: R&RB – Chapter 15 

 

W  5/4  Read: R&RB – Chapter 15 

--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------     

The Continuing Quest 

M  5/9 Read: R&RB – Chapter 16 

 ***Philosophical Reflection Paper Due and will be read aloud in class 

W  5/11  Exam #3  


