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ANTH 4 (Section 2108): Language and Culture, El Camino, Spring 2016 

Dr. Worku Nida   

Office: ARTB 320 

Dept. Tel.: (310) 660-3593 

Ext.  4843 

Email:wnida@elcamino.edu 

Time: Fridays 9:30 AM-12:40PM  

Location: ARTB 334 

Students’ Access Hours: Fridays: 8:30 AM-9: 15AM and by 

appointment  

Course Website:  https://ecc-portal.elcamino.edu   

Anthropology 4: Language and Culture; 3 units; 3 hours lecture; Recommended Preparation: 

eligibility for English 1A credit; Degree applicable Transfer CSU, UC. 

 

COURSE DESCRIPTION: 

 

This course introduces students to the anthropological study of language. Using cross-cultural 

perspectives, students will examine the relationship between culture and the ways in which humans 

communicate. Topics include language acquisition, structure, diversity, ideology and change. The social 

and non-verbal aspects of language will also be explored.  

 

The course explores the following fundamental questions: What is language?  How does it work? What 

are its origins? How does language relate to humanity, identity, ideology, and power? How is 

language similar to and different from other forms of communication? How do anthropologists 

study language? In doing so, the course portrays how language and culture define what it means to be 

human beings and cover the most important topics in linguistic anthropology. By providing you with 

knowledge about a variety of human linguistic experiences, the course will help you gain better 

understandings of how languages constructs yourselves and enhance your skills in critical reading, 

thinking, analysis, research, writing, and oral communications.  You will read a text-book that presents 

diverse ethnographies, covers various topics in linguistic anthropology, and spans the globe. This will be 

supplemented by additional relevant articles/chapters (available on the course website), a wide range of 

ethnographic videos/lectures, and online linguistic resources.  Lecture topics and other course activities 

for each week are indicated in the course syllabus.  Lectures will integrate slides and selected video 

presentations on various topics on language, student's active participation through a set of in-class 

activities, and discussion of assigned weekly readings and other pertinent materials. 

 

COURSE OBJECTIVES:  

  

1. Identify the key differences between the fields of linguistic anthropology and linguistics.  

2. Identify and distinguish between the various fieldwork methods used by linguistic anthropologists.  

3. Compare and contrast human and animal communication systems.  

4. Explain the biological basis for speech and origins of language in humans.  

5. Identify and describe the following as they pertain to the branch of structural/descriptive linguistics 

known as phonology: phone, phoneme, allophone and minimal pair/set.  

6. Compare and contrast phonemics and phonetics, as two forms of phonological analysis.  

7. Define the concept morpheme and identify various types that are used in language along with their 

functions (i.e. root morpheme, bound morpheme, free morpheme).  

8. Explain how syntax functions in a language, and contrast it briefly with grammar.  

9. Differentiate between the cultural and biological factors contributing to language acquisition.  

10. Describe the premise behind the Sapir-Whorf hypothesis and assess the criticisms against it.  

11. Analyze and compare cognates from various related languages.  

12. Assess and discuss how language is correlated with social factors such as gender, ethnicity and class. 

Written homework 13.Distinguish between the concepts of dialect and accent.  

14. Compare and contrast kinesics, proxemics and other aspects of nonverbal communication in various 

societies.  

15. Identify and contrast among the cultural, historical, and political factors that lead to language change 
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in a society.  

16. Discuss the relationship of language to writing systems.  

17. Examine the various cultural factors that contribute to language loss and evaluate the preservation 

efforts applied to languages targeted for extinction.  

18. Compare the role of linguistic anthropologists to that of the roles of state and government agencies in 

dealing with a society's language use problems.  

 

Student Learning Outcomes:  

SLO #1 Language Extinction: In a written assignment or objective exam question(s), students will 

demonstrate an understanding of language extinction by identifying the various cultural and historical 

factors that contribute to language loss and describing the preservation efforts applied to languages 

targeted for extinction.  

SLO #2 Language and Social Factors: In a written assignment or objective exam question(s), students 

will demonstrate an understanding of the relationship between language and social factors such as gender, 

ethnicity and class.  

SLO #3 ‘Pidgin’: In a written assignment or objective exam question(s), students will demonstrate an 

understanding of the language variety known as ‘pidgin’ by identifying several features regarding its 

structure (as compared to a standard language) and identifying the social and historical conditions under 

which a pidgin develops.  

 

ADA Statement:  

Students with disabilities who believe they may need accommodations in this class are encouraged to 

contact the Special Resource Center on campus as soon as possible to better ensure such accommodations 

are implemented in a timely fashion. To make arrangements for academic accommodations, contact the 

Special Resource Center (1-310-660-3296).  

As well, please contact me privately to discuss your specific needs.  

 

Student Code of Conduct 
http://www.elcamino.edu/administration/board/boarddocs/5500%20%20Academic%20Honesty.pdf  

Student Rights and Grievances Procedure 5530 

http://www.elcamino.edu/administration/board/policies.asp  

 

REQUIED READINGS: 
Blum, Susan. 2013. Making Sense of Language: Readings in Culture and Communication, 2nd edition. 

Oxford: Oxford University Press. 

 

Additional articles/chapters will be posted into the class website. 

Other course resources include lecture power points, handouts, assigned articles, relevant links, 

newspaper clippings, and films. 

Note: These reading materials may not be exclusive.  The instructor has the right to add or modify the 

course materials, films, and class schedule.  The films will NOT be put on reserve and the instructor will 

not make any provisions for those that miss the in-class screening of films.  

 

Grading policy:  Grade Points          Percentage  Standards 
 Assignments 1-4 25  12.5%      A - 180 to 200     

Midterm  60  30%     B - 160 to 179 

Final          60  30%              C – 140 to 159 

Class participation  20                   10%   D - 120 to 139 

  Movie Reflections 20  10%       F - 119 and below   

   Syllabus Quiz  15  7.5% 

   Total   200  100%    

http://www.elcamino.edu/administration/board/boarddocs/5500%20%20Academic%20Honesty.pdf
http://www.elcamino.edu/administration/board/policies.asp
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1) Class participation: Because time spent in class is crucial to the integration of readings and lectures, 

discussion and analysis, students are expected to attend every class session from start to end and 

attendance will be taken in all class sessions.  In order to have lively and interactive class, intelligent 

participation in class discussions is mandatory and will affect your grade.  You must come to class having 

read all the readings listed on the syllabus for that day.  While there may be lectures, all class sessions 

will require your participation and the quality of the class will depend on students’ contributions.  

Discussions may take different forms and you are expected to contribute to both large and small group 

discussions in ways that demonstrate that you have thought critically about the readings and films.  This 

means that your success in this course depends on your completing the readings before each meeting, and 

that it is to your advantage to be prepared.  You should bring the textbook to class with you as we will 

be referring to them in our discussions. I may occasionally call on you to respond to a question, give 

impromptu written or oral quizzes on the readings, or assign small homework and in-class critical 

thinking assignments based upon readings.  All of these affect the class participation component of your 

grade (which weighs 20 points, 10%).  

 

Expected Classroom Behaviors: Students are expected to unfailingly attend class, be attentive/alert, and 

actively participate (taking notes during lectures, films, etc. and performing assigned in-class activities). 

Students may not use electronics in the classroom with the exception of students with disabilities (see 

below). Please silence and put away all cell phones, computers, and pads when you enter the classroom.  

Students who do not follow the rules/instructions and keep interrupting the smooth flow of class (by 

shuttling in and out of the class, chatting with classmates, letting cell phones go off in class, and 

displaying any disruptive behaviors) would be asked to leave the class for the day and/or several classes.   

Further, as some of the topics we will be covering tend to be very sensitive, it is important that everyone 

does their best to be respectful of everyone’s thoughts and opinions, even if they differ from your own. In 

class, students must stay away from unacceptable and disruptive activities such as: arriving late, leaving 

the classroom before the class ends, texting, sleeping, reading a textbook, chatting with a classmate, 

reading a book in the back of the room, playing on a computer/cell phone, completing work for another 

class,  and having excessive absences.  Students who habitually engage in these kinds of disruptive 

behaviors may lose (partial or complete) participation points (20) and extra-credit opportunities.   

 

Attendance, Absences and Tardies: In order to receive credit for class participation you must arrive on 

time, and attend for the full course period.  Please remember that arriving late and leaving early disrupts 

your teacher and classmates.  Each time a student comes to the class after I take attendance, they will lose 

two participation grade points and they will be required to write their names and times of arrivals on a 

tardy sheet that I will provide, before joining the class. Further, each time a student misses a class, they 

will lose two participation grade points, with the exception of excused absences. The El Camino College 

attendance policy states: “a student may be dropped from class when the number of hours absent exceeds 

the number of units assigned to the course.” Accordingly, in my class, I allow four number of absences 

maximum with valid excuses (such as serious illness, and family emergency) that must be accompanied 

by valid documentation.  Missed work must be made up regardless of the excuse.  It is your responsibility 

to get the notes from any classes you miss from a classmate and read them before coming to discuss the 

missed class with me.  When you reach to five absences, you will be dropped from the class regardless of 

the excuse.  Note that two tardies count as an absence.  If you miss a roll call, it is your responsibility to 

remind me at the end of class period of your miss so that I may change your attendance from an absence 

to a tardy.  Please understand that it is your responsibility to drop the course, if you stop attending the 

class. 

 

At semester’s end you will briefly evaluate your participation. I will use your self-evaluation in 

calculating your grade, although the final decision will remain mine. Participation grading scale: 

• A: Unfailingly attends class, attentive, actively participates 

• B: Regularly attends class, attentive, yet reluctant to actively participate 



4 
 

• C: Generally attends class, mostly attentive, limited participation 

• D: Casually attends class, minimally attentive when there, barely participates 

• F: Infrequently attends class, barely attentive when there, nonexistent participation 

 

2) The syllabus quiz: This quiz is worth 15 points (7.5%), and serves an important purpose of helping 

you understand class policies and requirements as outlined in the syllabus and perform accordingly, 

which is critical to your success in this course.  You are required to take it on 1/29/16. You must earn a 

minimum of 80% in order to pass and to have the privilege of extra credit assignments. If you earn less 

than 80%, you will have a second chance to take the quiz and make the required score. 

 

3) In-class and homework Assignments: There will be four assignments during the course.  These are 

designed to help you develop critical reading, thinking, and facilitate your linguistic self-(re)discovery. 

Hand-written and emailed assignments will not be accepted, with the exception of excused students for 

emailing assignments.            

 

3.1. Assignment 1 (5 grade points): Write a brief description of your language(s), by describing what 

language is from the perspectives of your personal and family experiences. In your descriptions, address 

the following questions: What does language mean to you and your family?  What does language do? 

How does your language empower or dis-empower you? Are you proud and/or ashamed of your 

language? If yes, why? If not, why not? What are some of the ways in which language operates and 

manifests itself in your everyday life? Note that these descriptions/essays are not meant to be “academic 

papers” with all the trappings, but they are the first step in developing new understanding of gender in 

light of the course material we are studying.  Just tell us in straightforward language what language 

means, how many languages you speak, how you acquired those languages, and how they matter for you. 

Your essays should be 2-3 paragraphs or, 1 page maximum; typed, 12pt font, spell-checked, and double-

spaced, with 1” margin).  Assignment is due in class, on January 29, 2016.  

3.2. Assignment 2: Group work (5 grade points): You will perform a group work in class by 

interviewing your classmates on their languages in juxtaposition with specific markers of identity on 

January 29.  You will write a report based on this ethnographic interview, which is due in class on 

February 5.  I will provide instructions for this assignment later 

3.3. Assignment 3 (10 grade points) on the Power of Language, with a focus on the word “Race”: 

You will watch a movie in class and read an article, Racialized Discourses, and perform several tasks. 

You will write a report based on this critical thinking assignment, which is due in class on February 19.  

I will provide instructions for this assignment later. 

3.4. Assignment 4: Group work (5 grade points): You will perform a group work in class by 

interviewing your classmates on naming and kinship terms in juxtaposition with chapter 43 of the text 

book on April 1.  You will write a report based on this ethnographic interview, which is due in class on 

April 8.  I will provide instructions for this assignment later 

4) Assignment 4: Movie Reflections (20 grade points): As part of a course content, we will watch about 

movies in class.  You will write your reflections on the movies screened in class by addressing the 

following questions: 

1) What is the movie about? 

2) What did you learn from this movie? 

3) How do you relate to the stories recounted in the movie? 

4) How is this movie correlating with the topics/chapters we have covered in class so far? In 

responding to this component of your reflection, you must identify specific concepts, facts, and 
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sources that are correlating with aspects of the movie. For example, saying: “the movie is related 

to chapter 4”, would not be a sufficient response. 

5) Your reflections must be typed (double spaced, maximum one page), and submitted to me in the 

next class after screening day.   

6) Each reflection would be graded out of 5 grade points. 

7) Your reflections must be prepared in an essay format. Avoid itemized responses. 

 

5) Midterm (60 grade points): There will be a midterm (consisting of multiple choice, matchings, and 

fill-in-the-blank questions). Make-ups for the midterm will NOT be given except for excused misses. 

You will need to bring scantrons (Form NO. 882-E) for your midterm on March 11. 

6) Final (60 grade points): There will be a final exam (consisting of multiple choice, matchings, and fill-

in-the-blank questions).  Make-ups for the final exam will NOT be given except for excused absences. 

You will need to bring scantrons (Form NO. 882-E) for your final. Final will be on May 13. 

7) Students’ Access Hours: You are required to use Students’ Access Hours at least twice in the span of 

the entire semester and discuss course-related concepts and questions with me.  

 

Communication: You should check the course website regularly for postings, announcements, schedule 

changes, assignments, etc.  Please do not hesitate to see me during office hours for any reasons related to 

course. You may also schedule an appointment at some other time if your schedule requires it – the best 

way to schedule an appointment is either at the end of class or via email.  I will do my best to respond to 

emails within 48 hours during the week, and on Monday if you email over the weekend.  If you are not 

clear about something discussed in class or in the readings, it is important to ask.  Attend office hours or 

make an appointment with the instructor.  

 

Tips for doing well in this course: I am eager to do everything in my power to help you succeed in this 

course because I care about your learning and success.  If you have any problems that affect your 

performance in the course, talk to me early on (not toward the end of the semester) so that I can work with 

you to address the problems.  Don’t fall so far behind with assigned readings and assignments that it 

becomes difficult to catch up. Stay on top of your assigned readings and assignments from the very 

beginning. Invest sufficient time on reading assigned course materials and studying for exams.  

 

Extra Credits: You will have opportunities to complete 10 points (5%) extra credit work. But students 

will NOT have the privileges of having extra credit work if they are engaged in disruptive behaviors (as 

stated in the syllabus), have excessive absences and tardies, and did not take and pass the syllabus quiz. 

I will provide options and detailed instructions later in the semester. 

Policy Note: 

1) No makeup quizzes/exams will be given without prior consent from the instructor. 

2) Anyone who wants to contest a grade must do so in writing, within three days after the 

quiz/exercise/midterm/final is returned to students. 
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SCHEDULE OF CLASS AND ASSIGNMENTS  

 

This Schedule is subject to change. The instructor has the right to modify the schedule. 

 

Week 1 

1/22—Introduction: Syllabus and Overview of Course 

 Lecture: Some Basic Anthropological Concepts   

No reading 

Part I: The Nature of Language and Language Origins 

 

Week 2 

1/29—Blum, the Nature of Language: pp. 1-4, 20, chapters 1, 2, 3, 4, 5 

In-class activity-Interview on Language 

Syllabus Quiz 

Assignment 1 is due in class 

Week 3 

2/5—Blum, Language Origins: p. 41, chapters 6, 7, 8 

Movie: The Color of Fear 

Assignment 2 is due in class 

 Week 4 

2/12—No Class-Lincoln’s Day 

Week 5 

2/19— Blum, Language Socialization: pp. 69-70, chapters, 9, 10, 11 

Movie: TBA 

Assignment 3 on the power of language is due in class 

Week 6 

2/26—Blum, (New) Media: pp.127-129, chapters 12, 13, 14, 15 

Movie: TBA 

Week 7 

3/4—Blum, on Writing and Internet: chapters 16, 17, 18 

 Movie: TBA   

Study guide for the midterm 

 Week 8 

3/11—Midterm 

Movie: TBA   

Week 9 

3/18—No Class-Recess     

 

Part II: Language and Society 

Week 10 

3/25— Blum, Multilingualism: pp. 207-210, chapters 19, 20, 21, 22 

Movie: TBA    

Week 11 

4/1— Blum, Individual Multilingualism: chapters 23, 24 

 Movie: TBA 

In-class activity-Interview on naming and kinship terms 

Week 12 

4/8—Blum, Language Endangerment and Preservation: chapter 25, 26, 27, 28 

Movie: TBA 

Assignment 4 on naming and kinship terms is due in class 
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Week 13 

4/15—Blum, Language and Identity: pp. 329-332, chapters 29, 30, 31, 32 34   

Movie: TBA   

Week 14 

4/22—Blum, chapters 335, 36, 39, 40 

 Movie: TBA 

Part II: Language as a Social Activity 

Week 15 

4/29—Blum, Discourse, Performance, and Ritual: pp. 473-475, chapters 41, 42, 43, 44, 45    

Movie: TBA  

Week 16 

5/6— Blum, Language Ideology: p. 526, chapters 46, 47, 48  

Movie: TBA   

Study guide for the final 

Week 17 

Final— 5/13 

TRACKING YOUR GRADE  

(Anthro 4-2108, Spring 2016) 

I strongly recommend you record your points below to help you keep track of your grade throughout the 

semester. Using your grad track, you can determine where you stand at any time during the semester by 

adding up your total points and dividing by the total number of points attempted so far and multiplying 

this number by 100 to get the %:  

 

 Your Points Points 

Possible 

%  of Grade 

In-Class/Homework Assignments    

1)  5  

2)  10  

3)  5  

4)  5  

5)    

Total  25 12.5% 

Movie Reflections    

1) Reflection one  4  

2) Reflection two  4  

3) Reflection three  4  

4) Reflection four  4  

5) Reflection five  4  

Total  20 10% 

Midterm  60 30% 

Final Exam  60 30% 

Class Participation  20 10% 

Syllabus Quiz  15 7.5% 

Total   200 100% 

    

Extra Credit   10 5% 

Grand Total  210 105% 

    

 


