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SOCIOLOGY 102 - THE FAMILY 
EL CAMINO COLLEGE

SPRING 2016
 

 

This course covers the sociological and psychological components of family living practiced in the

United States and in various cultures worldwide. Topics include singlehood, love, cohabitation,

marriage, divorce, cultural and historical variation, communication, and conflict resolution.   

Send Messages to professor through eTudes Private Message System

Course Objectives: 

1. Define relevant concepts in marriage and family studies.  

2. Evaluate how family structure and functions have changed over time and how they differ among

various cultures.  

3. Identify and describe the major sociological perspectives and research methods as they apply to

the study of marriages  

and families.  

4. Explain the historical changes experienced by the American family from the colonial period to

present, with special  

emphasis on various racial, ethnic, and immigrant groups.  

5. Compare and contrast traditional and contemporary gender roles.  

6. Describe the interrelationship between friendship, love, and commitment.  

7. Discuss effective communication techniques for resolving conflict.  

8. Compare and contrast various theoretical explanations of dating and mate selection.  

9. Identify and describe developmental tasks and changes related to sexuality over the life course.  

10. Describe the transition to parenthood for contemporary American families.  

11. Compare and contrast major theoretical perspectives on parenting styles and childhood
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socialization.  

12. Analyze the traditional stages of the family life cycle and the relevance of this model to

contemporary American  

families.  

13. Explain how changes in work and the economy impact the family.  

14. Identify and describe the social and psychological factors associated with family violence and

sexual abuse.  

15. Assess the social forces thought to impact the rate of marital separation and divorce in the

United States. 

16. Evaluate the strengths and challenges of single parent, same-sex, remarriage, and blended

families. 

Student Learning Outcomes: 

1. Students will demonstrate an understanding of the purpose of theoretical perspectives and apply sociological perspectives

such as cognitive development and social learning theory to social scenarios.

2. Students will define and demonstrate an understanding of sociological concepts such as mate selection, cohabitation,

marriage, divorce, and gender role socialization by applying them to social scenarios.

ADA Statement:  

El Camino College is committed to providing educational accommodations for students with

disabilities upon the timely  

request by the student to the instructor. A student with a disability, who would like to request an

academic  

accommodation, is responsible for identifying herself/himself to the instructor and to the Special

Resource Center.  To  

make arrangements for academic accommodations, contact the Special Resource Center.  

Required Materials

FAMILY LIFE NOW by Kelly Welch - it is mandatory that you read your textbook

regularly.

Course Expectations

Participation - Students enrolled in the course are expected to complete all

assigned weekly readings, actively engage in online discussions including posting

video blogs regularly.

Academic dishonesty – Cheating on exams and/or plagiarism will result in an "F"

(failure) for the specific assignment. All written assignments must be your

original work. When using other works for support or direct quotes, indicate the

source using the appropriate formalized method (MLA style or APA). 

Exams

You will have two exams (50 questions, multiple choice) worth 100 pts. each.  
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Exams  must be taken within the OPEN and CLOSE dates found in the schedule

and listed on line.    Reminders will be sent out but you must adhere to the time

allotted.  

Don’t start the exam until you are ready – once you start, the clock starts clicking.

Grading 

Discussion Posts (2 per chapter 5 PTS each) = 160 PTS

MID-TERM EXAM (50 Questions) = 100 PTS

FINAL EXAM (50 Questions) = 100 PTS

VIDEO PROJECT (more details will be provided) = 40 PTS

TOTAL POINTS FOR CLASS:   400 PTS.

 A = 90 - 100 %

 B = 80 - 89 %

 C = 70 - 79 %

 D = 60 - 69 %

 F = 59 % or less

Students are responsible for formally dropping the class through the registration

office.  PLEASE CONSULT THE ACADEMIC CALENDAR for specific dates.

Student Code of Conduct  

1. Dishonesty, including but not limited to cheating, plagiarism or knowingly furnishing false

information to the College. 

2. Forgery, alteration, or misuse of college documents, records, or identification. 

3. Violation of college policies or off-campus regulations, including but not limited to campus

regulations concerning student 

     organizations, the use of college facilities, or time, place, and manner of public expression. 

4. Possession or use of alcoholic beverages on college property or at any college-sponsored event

except where allowed as noted in Section 25608 of the Business and Professions Code. 

5. Possession or use of any weapon, firearms or explosives. 

6. The use, sale, or possession on campus of, or presence on campus under the influence of any

controlled substance or any poison classified as such by Schedule D in Section 4160 of the

Business and Professions Code. 

7. Continued disruptive behavior, continued willful disobedience, profanity or vulgarity, or

continued defiance of the authority of, or abuse of, college personnel or to anyone on campus. 

8. Willful misconduct which results in injury or death to a student or college personnel. 

9. Assault, battery, sex crimes including sexual assault or rape, or any threat of force or violence

upon a student or college personnel. 

10. Sexual harassment which includes unwelcome sexual advances, requests for sexual favors,

and other verbal or physical conduct of a sexual nature. 

11. Participation in hazing or commitment of any act that tends to injure, degrade or disgrace a
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student or college personnel. 

12. Obstruction or disruption of teaching, research, administration, disciplinary proceedings, or

other authorized college activities including but not limited to its community service functions or

to authorized activities held off campus. Obstruction or disruption includes but is not limited to

the use of skateboards, bicycles, radios and roller skates. 

13. Unauthorized entry to or use of college facilities, equipment or supplies. 

14. Theft or deliberate damage to property of a college staff member, a student, or a visitor to

the college including but not limited to the Library, Bookstore, and Food Service areas. 15.

Defacing or damaging any college real or personal property. 

16. Failure to comply with the directions of a member of the college certificated personnel,

college management or supervisor personnel, or campus police acting within the scope of his or

her duties. 

17. Smoking in any area where prohibited by law or by regulation of the Governing Board. 

18. The commission of any act constituting a crime under California law, on the campus or at a

college-sponsored event. 

19. Persistent, serious misconduct not listed in Items 1-18 above.    
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