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Description:  History 101 is a survey of the history of the United States from pre-Columbian times to 1877. 

Major political, social, economic, and cultural factors will be presented, focusing on the roles 
played by the diverse peoples and cultures that shared in the development of United States history. 

 
Course Objectives: Students should be able to (among other things): 
 

1. Compare and contrast the cultural traditions, values and life styles of Europeans, Africans, and Native Americans in the 
early colonial period.  
2. Assess the American colonial experience under English domination through the political, social, economic, and cultural  
forces that shaped its development.  
3. Describe the institution of slavery and the experience of enslaved peoples during the colonial era; and explain why 
slavery became the dominant labor system in the southern colonies and how it impacted American social, political and 
economic systems.  
4. Compare and contrast the Spanish, French and British colonies in North America.  
5. Analyze the major events and ideas that gave rise to the American Revolution against English rule and assess the 
outcome of the war.  
6. Identify the competing political philosophies in the early national period and explain how they impacted the creation of 
the Constitution and the expansion of democracy.  
7. Define the basic principles of American foreign policy from 1789 through the Civil War era, and explain how those  
principles were applied to American interactions with foreign nations, including Native Americans in the West.  
8. Evaluate the evolution of the institutions of family, school, workplace, and community from the colonial era through the 
Civil War period.  
9. Identify and describe the impact of early nineteenth century European immigration on American culture, society, politics, 
and the economy.  
10. Define the concept of Manifest Destiny and evaluate the process and consequences of westward expansion, including 
the impact of westward expansion on Native Americans and Mexicans.  
11. Identify the nineteenth century reform movements aimed at the eradication of social ills in American society and assess 
how they influenced racial relations, gender roles and the social hierarchy.  
12. Discuss the following issues in regards to the expansion of slavery in the nineteenth century: the evolving experiences 
and culture of enslaved peoples, the northern reaction to slavery, and the impact of slavery on southern economic and social  
systems.  
13. Analyze the causes, course, and outcome of the Civil War.  
14. Determine how political conflicts after the Civil War led to the creation of federal and State Reconstruction programs 
and assess the successes and failures of those programs. 
 
Student Learning Outcomes:  
 
Upon completion of United States History to 1877, students will be able to develop and  
persuasively argue a historical thesis in a written assignment that identifies and explains major social, economic, political 
and/or cultural historical themes or patterns in United States history to 1877and apply appropriate historical methods to  
analyze and use primary and/or secondary sources as evidence to support the thesis. 
 
ADA Statement:  
 
El Camino College is committed to providing educational accommodations for students with disabilities  
upon the timely request by the student to the instructor. A student with a disability, who would like to request an academic  
accommodation, is responsible for identifying herself/himself to the instructor and to the Special Resources Center. To  
make arrangements for academic accommodations, contact the Special Resource Center. 
 
 
 



Lectures:  Tuesdays and Thursdays, 2:00– 3:25 PM.  SOCS 212 
 
   Good attendance and note taking are essential to success in this class. When you are absent, it is 

your responsibility to find out what you missed. No cell phones, laptops, or food and drinks 

(except water) in class. 
 
Office Hours:  I have no fixed office hours, but I can be available any day before class. If you need to contact me 

at any other days and times, send an email to the address listed above.   
 
Reading:  The required books that we will be using are titled, The American Story, vol.1 and America 

Firsthand, vol. 1 (ninth edition). You will be required to read approximately one chapter per week 
of The American Story and selected readings from America Firsthand. (See the second page of this 
syllabus.)  America Firsthand articles should be read before the class period in which they will be 
discussed. (I will announce each day the America Firsthand reading assignment for the next class.) 
 I recommend that you read The American Story chapters after the corresponding material is 
covered in class. Have your class notes with you as you read, adding information to these notes as 
you go along.   

    
   The third book on the reading list, Accessible American History (Second Edition), is highly 

recommended. My primary purpose in writing it was to help my students with this course. Most of 
the essays go hand-in-hand with class lectures, and they serve as excellent study guides. It is 
available in both paperback and electronic formats. For information on how to purchase Accessible 
American History, go to freewayflyer.hubpages.com/I-Published-My-First-Book or visit the book's 
Facebook page. (Just search Accessible American History.) Or you can search the title at the 
following sites: Createspace, lulu, Amazon, the Apple iBookstore, or the Barnes & Noble Nook 
Store. 

 
Grading:  There will be six quizzes that take place every two-three weeks. Each will be given during the 

class following the completion of the last topic covered on the quiz. See the syllabus. (Quiz #1 will 
be during the class after "European Nations in America" is finished; quiz #2 after "Slavery in 
Colonial America" is completed; etc.)  Quizzes will consist of short answer questions relating to 
material covered in class, the textbook, and the America Firsthand articles. These will be 40 points 
each, with the lowest score being dropped. (So they are worth 200 points total.) There will also be 
a mid-term and a final (worth 100 points each). These will be open notes, essay tests in which you 
choose two questions from a list, questions that require higher level thinking than simply reciting 
historical facts.  Tests and quizzes are fair and straightforward, but you must know the material to 
do well. It is very difficult to guess. The rest of your grade will be determined by in-class 
assignments/ pop quizzes (worth 50 points total) and class participation (50 points). Absences, 
tardiness, sleeping, eating, cell phone use, and disruption of class will lower the participation 
grade. Consistent participation in class discussions can earn you extra points. An extra credit 
assignment worth up to 25 points will be offered later in the semester. 

 
Grades are based on a percentage using the following scale: (Your total points divided by 450) 

90-100  (450 - 500 pts.)  A 
80-89 (400 - 449 pts.)  B 
65-79 (325 - 399 pts.)  C 
50-64 (250 - 324 pts.)  D 
0-49 (0 – 249 pts.)  F 

Miscellaneous: 
Make-up tests will only be given if you have a good reason for being absent: serious illness, family problem, etc. You must 

be able to verify the excuse in writing. Make-ups for quizzes and in-class assignments will not be given for any reason. 

The lowest quiz score, however, will be dropped, and it is possible to earn extra points on in-class assignments/pop quizzes 
to make up for missed work. Adding and dropping the course are your responsibility. I will drop students who miss too 
many classes or who do not take the mid-term, but any student who simply stops attending without dropping is taking the 
risk of receiving an “F.” (I cannot drop anyone, after all, once the drop deadline has passed.)



History 101: List of Topics and Reading Assignments 
 

Topics         The American Story              America Firsthand  Accessible American History 
Why do Europeans Come to America?       Ch. 1 (p. 17-22)         # 1, 8-9 
 
Contact Between Europeans and Native Americans Ch. 1 (p. 9-14)              # 1-5    # 6-7 
 
European Nations in America (non-English)    Ch. 1 (p. 22-27); Ch. 4 (p. 116-118)      # 5, 10 
Quiz 1 ------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
English Colonies in North America     Ch. 1 (p. 27-34); Ch. 2-3   # 7-8, 11-12   # 11-14 
 
Slavery in Colonial America      Ch. 1 (p. 15-17); Ch. 3 (p. 88-94)  # 10    # 15 
Quiz 2 -------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
Causes of the American Revolution     Ch. 4; Ch. 5 (p. 145-169)    # 13-15    # 16-17, 19 
 
 Revolutionary War       Ch. 5 (p. 169-181)    # 16-18    # 18, 20   
 
Articles of Confederation / The Constitution  Ch. 6      # 20    # 21-23, 25-26 
Quiz 3 --------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

Mid-Term 
 
Early Years (1789-1824): Issues/Problems    Ch. 7-8; Ch.9 (p. 293-295)       # 24, 35 
            
Economic Change (1790-1850)        Ch. 9 (p. 298-306); Ch. 12 (p. 388-393)  # 24, 32   # 27-30, 33-34 
 
Jacksonian Era          Ch. 10      # 25    # 32  
Quiz 4 ---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
Reform Movements (1790-1850)       Ch. 12      # 21-22, 30-31, 34  # 31, 47, 54  
 
The South (1800-1850)         Ch. 11       # 33, 37-40   # 41-42 
 
Western Expansion (1800-1850)     Ch. 13      # 23, 26-29   # 36-37, 39-40 
Quiz 5 ----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
Causes of the Civil War         Ch. 14      # 41, 43-45   # 43 
 
The Civil War        Ch. 15      # 46-49    44-45, 93  
   
 
Reconstruction          Ch. 16      # 50    46 
Quiz 6 ----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

Final 
 



 

 
 
 
 

 


