
 

 

The History of Early Civilizations (History 140) 

Fall 2011 
 

ROBROY MEYERS                                  OFFICE HOURS: 

E-MAIL: rmeyers@elcamino.edu                By appointment only 

 

  

 This course is a survey of the political, economic, social, and cultural development of World Civilizations from 

the origins of these complex cultures in the Neolithic era to the emergence of the West in the fifteenth century. 

Topics include the early civilizations of the Near East, Egypt, India, China, the Americas, Greece, and Rome. 
 

COURSE REQUIREMENTS 

 

TEXTS 

 STRAYER, WAYS OF THE WORLD V.1 TO 1500 

    

ATTENDANCE 

 The lectures DO NOT duplicate the textbook material, therefore, regular attendance is ABSOUTELY essential 

and MANDATORY.  You are allowed to have ONE unexcused absence, however upon the 2
nd

 unexcused absence your 

grade will be lowered 10%, the 3rd another 10% and so forth.  You are responsible for signing the daily roll/attendance 

sheet.  You are also responsible for officially dropping the course by the due date.  Failure to regularly attend class will 

result in an “F” for the course.   

 

READINGS 

 You are advised to keep current on your textbook readings.  The textbook is for supplemental information and is 

essential for your overall understanding of the lecture material.  My lectures DO NOT follow the textbook outline.  You 

will need to look up the material in the index and read the material that pertains to my lectures.  Your textbook will not be 

the main source for information; it is a resource and useful towards the completion of your MAP/ WORK BOOK. 

 

EXAMINATIONS 

 There will be a series of quizzes based on textbook and lecture material.  There will be a Mid-Term as well as a 

Final Exam.  Exams may consist of objective questions, mini-essay (1 to 2 pgs in length each) and essay questions (5 to 6 

pgs in length each). Quizzes will be given at the beginning of class, if you come LATE, you will receive a ZERO for that 

quiz.  DON’T BE LATE!!! NO EXCEPTIONS.  Grading will be based on the Following: 

 Quizzes  30%  Mid-term  30%  Map-book  10%  Final  30% 

 

MISSES EXAMS OR QUIZZES 

 Make-up quizzes or exams will not be allowed, without verification of a medical or family emergency.  Not 

being able to find parking or traffic are not reasonable excuses. If you miss for a valid reason, you MUST notify me 

before the next class meeting at my email address: rmeyers@elcamino.edu  Don’t Miss 

 

CHEATING ON QUIZZES OR EXAMS 

 Cheating on quizzes or exams will result in an “F” for the course and possible disciplinary action by the college.  

There is absolutely no reason to cheat, so don’t do it. 
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COURSE SCHEDULE 

 

  

08-30  Introduction:  09-01 Mesopotamia  09-06  Film:   09-08 Greek Civ.  

                              Egypt, Persia  Land of the Pharaoh 

 

09-13 Film:   09-15 Quiz #1   09-20 Alexander the Great 09-22 Film: 

Athens & Greece                 Hellenistic World Rome & Pompeii 

 

 

09-27 Roman republic  09-29 West Asia  10-04 Quiz # 2   10-06 Film: 

      Caesar             West Europe      China: Shang to Han 

       West Rome 

 

 

10-11 Chou to the Han  10-13 Confucian, Taoism 10-18 Quiz # 3   10-20 Midterm Review 

       Legalism 

 

 

10-25 MID TERM  10-27 Byzantine Empire 11-01 Carolingian Empire 11-03 Quiz # 4 

       Islam 

 

 

11-08 The Crusades  11-10 Genghis Khan  11-15 Yuan Dynasty  11-17 French & English 

       Mongol power                 Monarchies 

 

 

11-22 Individual research 11-24 HOLIDAY  11-29 Black Death &  12-01 Spanish 

                    100 Years War             Unification 

                        Workbooks DUE  

 

 

12-06 Holy Roman  12-08 Quiz # 5   12-13 FINAL EXAM  12-15 Last day to turn 

     Empire             Final exam Review               in Approved 

     Workbooks -60%            Workbooks -80%               Assignments  

      Film: Maya & Aztec Civilization                                           (Research paper) 

           

    

FINAL EXAM ESSAY 

One of the following will appear on your final exam 

 

 

1) As you reflect upon the major civilizations we have discussed in this course, choose two that you feel have 

had the greatest impact on the Modern World?  To answer this question you will need to cite significant 

achievements of the Civilizations their rise to power, their decline and finally their affect on the Modern 

World. Modern World (1500 to the present)  LEGACY 

 

 

2) Compare two of the major civilizations discussed throughout this course.  You will need to discuss the 

origins of the two civilizations, their rise to power, their major achievements, their decline and finally their 

impact on the World.    COMPARE AND CONTRAST 

 



 

Official COURSE OBJECTIVE per El Camino College 

 

Course Objectives stated in behaviorally measurable terms: 

 

By the completion of the course the student should be able to: 

 

1. Assess the significance of agriculture in the development of complex cultures and identify the major 

characteristics of early agricultural societies.  

2. Analyze the impact of geographical features in the formation and evolution of early civilizations of the Near 

East, Egypt, South Asia, China, and the Americas.  

3. Compare and contrast the political, religious, economic, and social institutions of early civilizations of the 

Near East, Egypt, South Asia, China, and the Americas.  

4. Assess the role of Nomadic societies in the development of early agricultural civilizations.  

5. Discuss the major characteristics of the Classical Era and identify what distinguishes it from earlier historical 

periods.  

6. Identify and analyze the ways Classical civilizations of the Near East, South Asia, China, and the 

Mediterranean maintained or transformed earlier institutions and traditions.  

7. Examine the various ways in which cultural encounters occurred and identify significant cross-cultural 

exchanges that took place during the Classical Era.  

8. Compare the major legacies of Classical civilizations in the Near East, South Asia, China, and the 

Mediterranean.  

9. Identify the major characteristics of the Post-Classical era and discuss what distinguishes it from earlier 

historical periods.  

10. Assess the contributions of earlier civilizations to the development of the Post-Classical societies of 

Medieval Europe, the Byzantine Empire, and the Islamic Empire.  

11. Analyze the political, economic, social, and cultural evolution of South Asian and Chinese civilizations in 

the Post-Classical era.  

12. Evaluate the spread of South Asian culture throughout the Indian Ocean Basin and the spread of Chinese 

culture in East Asia.  

13. Explain and analyze the origins, basic beliefs, and diffusions of the world’s major religious traditions: 

Judaism, Hinduism, Buddhism, Christianity, and Islam.  

14. Identify and assess the major legacies of Post-Classical civilizations in the Near East, Africa, South Asia, 

China, and Europe.  

 

STUDENT LEARNING OUTCOMES 

SLO 

 

Upon completion of History of Early Civilizations, students will be able to develop and persuasively argue a 

historical thesis in a written assignment that identifies and explains major social, economic, political and/or 

cultural historical themes or patterns in the history of Early Civilizations and apply appropriate historical 

methods to analyze and use primary and/or secondary sources as evidence to support the thesis. 

 

ADA Statement: El Camino College is committed to providing educational accommodations for students with 

disabilities upon the timely request by the student to the instructor. A student with a disability, who would like 

to request an academic accommodation, is responsible for identifying herself/himself to the instructor and to the 

Special Resources Center. To make arrangements for academic accommodations, contact the Special 

ResourceCenter.  

 

 

 

 



PROPOSED ASSESSMENT INSTRUMENT OR MICHANISM 

AIM 
 

 

RUBRIC  Scale (based on A-F grade scale) 

    4=Excellent 

    3=Good  (etc.) 

 


