
Political Science 7: Political Theory (3 units; 3 hours lecture) 
Recommended Preparation: eligibility for English 1A 
Credit, degree applicable Transfer CSU 
T/TR 2:00 - 3:25 Room SS 201 
Instructor Van Chaney 
vchaney@elcamino.edu 
www.politicaltheory7.weebly.com 

 
Course description: In this course students will examine political theory as presented in the 
primary works of major Western thinkers from Plato to Marx. Fundamental issues to be explored 
include human nature, justice, power, the role of the state, and the legitimate scope of 
government. 

 
Course Objectives: 

1. Analyze and interpret the writings of Western classical and modern political theorists. 
2. Distinguish between the descriptive and normative elements of political thinking. 
3. Identify and evaluate the changing roles of Western political theory, and the relation 

between theory and practice. 
4. Assess and analyze the theoretical foundations of enduring political questions including 

the role of the state, the obligation of citizens/subjects to the state and vice versa, basic 
values that should be pursued, and to what end, and by what means those values should 
be pursued. 

5. Distinguish between various philosophical conceptions of the social contract. 
6. Explain and analyze the concept of natural law. 
7. Identify and explain the foundations of political legitimacy and how it may be maintained. 
8. Explain and distinguish the relation between theories of human nature and conceptions of 

the just state. 

 
A Living theory: Political theory may seem like a lofty concept; at times it is! However, it is also 

much more than that: it influences the way we live our lives. This class will focus on connecting 

some of the more important aspects of our society -- justice, liberty, equality, the proper role of 

government -- with some of the theorists who were most influential in shaping them. 

 
Reading assignments: It is crucial that you acquire our text and read all assigned materials. All 
readings listed as “Online” can be found at the My Teams section of My ECC.  To be fully 
prepared for class, you must complete all readings on the day in which they are due. I 
acknowledge that some of the readings are difficult, but the important point is that you try. It is 
my promise that I will do my best to clarify the material as well as I can. 

 
Quizzes: We will have a quiz most every class covering that day’s reading assignment. Your 
quiz average will constitute 15% of your final grade. Also, please note that I DO NOT give 
makeup quizzes, but I will drop your lowest quiz grade, so missing one quiz will not adversely 
affect your grade. 

 
Exams: Any material that we cover in class or in the readings may appear on exams, so I 
strongly suggest that you keep up with your reading, take good notes, and speak to me if you 
need clarification. Exams will be formatted as part identification of terms, part short answer and 
part essay. Please note that I only give makeup exams for medical emergencies (with a doctor’s 
note) or for extreme family emergencies. 

 
Attendance: If you wish to experience our class to the fullest, you must come to class and take 
part in our discussions. Since questions regarding in-class material (that is not in your text) will 
be asked on exams, your attendance is greatly encouraged. You will be allowed 3 unexcused 
absences, but will be dropped 3 point from your final grade for each further unexcused absence. 
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Technology: laptops or tablets may be used to take notes in class, but if anyone is found to be 

using class time to update a social media status or for other unrelated purposes, the entire class 

will be barred from further use. The use of phones is not permitted at any time during class.  If 
you need to receive an emergency call, talk to me at the beginning of class. 

 
Your responsibilities: You must come to class on time and stay for the duration. If you don’t 
understand any concepts discussed during class, PLEASE raise your hand and ask for 
clarification -- I will always be happy to answer any questions! I also ask that if you ever have 
any concerns regarding our class that you talk to me. I make every effort to be reachable. If you 
can’t meet me after our class, you can email me or make an appointment. In short, there should 
be no reason that we can’t discuss any problem that you may have with our class -- I am always 
interested in helping you to succeed! 

 
On Respect: As this is a political theory class, there may be times that you feel passionately 
about the material (I hope this is the case!), but you must remain respectful of your classmates if 
they express divergent political opinions from yours.  Name calling or bullying will lead to your 
unexcused ejection from the class. 

 
My role: I am here to help you understand material that is not only exciting, but at times 
challenging.  My promise to you is that I will do my very best to be available to answer any 
questions or to address any concerns that you may have regarding our class.  It is not my goal   
to proselytize, recruit, or convince any of you that you should change your political beliefs. 

 

Student Learning Outcomes 

 

SLO #1 Greek Philosophers In a written essay students will analyze how philosophers, from 
ancient Greece through the modern era, have considered and conceptualized a variety of ideas 
critical to the discourse of political theory. 

 

SLO #2 The State In a written essay students will describe and assess the value of a state 
based on privilege versus one based on equality, and the apparent conflict between liberty and 
equality in a democratic state. 

 

SLO #3 Social justice In a written essay students will describe and analyze the different 
theories of the “just state”, and compare and contrast their ideas on political power and social 
justice. 

 
Assigned text and readings: 
Cahn, Steven M. Political Philosophy, The Essential Texts. Oxford University Press. 2005. 
“Online” readings are available on the course web page. 

 

Grade breakdown: Three exams:  90 pts (30 pts each) 
Quizzes: 50 pts (10 pts each) 
Participation: 5 pts 
 
Scale: 130 – 145 = A 
           116 – 129 = B 
           101 – 115 = C 
             87 – 100 = D 
                 0 – 86 = F 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 

Date Topic Reading assignments 

8/26 Class introduction 
 
 

 No class on 8/28 

9/2 Political institutions 
& the nature of 
justice 

Cahn: Plato: “Defense of Socrates” 

9/4 Political institutions 
and the nature of 
justice 

Cahn: Plato: Republic, Books 1 & 2 

9/9  
Quiz#1 

Political institutions 
and the nature of 
justice 

Cahn: Plato: Republic, Books 3, 5, 6, 7, 8, 9 

Date Topic Reading assignments 

9/11 Political institutions 
continued 

Cahn: Aristotle: Politics, Book 1 & 2 

9/16 
 

Political institutions 
continued 

Cahn: Aristotle: Politics, Books 3, 4, 5, 7 

9/18 
Quiz#2 

Political institutions 
continued 

Cahn: James Madison: “Federalist No. 10” 
Online: The Constitution of the United States of America 

9/23 Faith and grace Online: Augustine of Hippo: City of God 

9/25 Aristotle’s 
connection to 
Christianity 

Cahn: Thomas Aquinas: Summa Theologica 

9/30 Review session  

10/2 Exam 1  

10/7 
Quiz#3 
 

Birth of the modern Cahn: Niccolo Machiavelli: The Prince 

10/9 The social contract Cahn: Thomas Hobbes: Leviathan 

10/14 The social contract Cahn: John Locke: Second Treatise on Government 

10/16 
Quiz#4 

The social contract Cahn: Rousseau: Discourse on the Origin of Inequality 
Cahn: Rousseau: The Social Contract 

10/21 The social contract Cahn: Rousseau: Discourse on the Origin of Inequality 
Cahn: Rousseau: The Social Contract 

   
10/23 The state and power Cahn: Michel Foucault: “Power/Knowledge” 

Online: Michel Foucault: “Discipline and Punish” 

10/28 
Quiz#5 

American identity Online: Thomas Paine: “Common Sense” 
Cahn: “The Declaration of Independence” 

10/30 American identity Online: Henry David Thoreau: “Civil Disobedience” 
Online: Ronald Reagan: “First Inaugural Address” 

11/4 Review session  

11/6 Exam 2  



11/13 Marxism Cahn: Karl Marx: “Economic and Philosophic Manuscripts” 
Cahn: Karl Marx: “Manifesto of the Communist Party” 

11/18 Marxism Online: Eugene v. Debs: “Revolutionary Unionism” 
Online: Immanuel Wallerstein: “The Modern World System” 
 
 
 
 

11/20 
Quiz#6 

International 
relations 

Online: Woodrow Wilson: “Fourteen Points” 
Online: George Kennan: “The Sources of Soviet Conduct” 
Online: George W. Bush: “State of the Union Address, 2002” 

11/25 
Globalization: 

Colonialism to 

Terrorism 

Online: Amie Cesar: “Discourse on Colonialism” 

Online: Jean Boudrillard: “The Spirit of Terrorism” 

   

Date Topic Reading assignments 

12/4 Race in America Cahn: M.L. King: “Letter from a Birmingham City Jail” 
Online: Barack Obama: “The Race Speech” 

12/2 Race in America Online: Frederick Douglass: “What the Black Man Wants” 
Online: W.E.B. Du Bois: “Our Spiritual Strivings” 

12/9 Review session 

 

 

12/11 Final Exam  

 

ADA Statement: 

El Camino College is committed to providing educational accommodations for students with disabilities 

upon the timely request by the student to the instructor. A student with a disability, who would like to 

request an academic accommodation, is responsible for identifying herself/himself to the instructor and to 

the Special Resource Center. To make arrangements for academic accommodations, contact the Special 

Resource Center. 

 
Student Code of Conduct  

http://www.elcamino.edu/administration/board/boarddocs/5500%20%20Academic%20Honesty.pdf 

Student Rights and Grievances Procedure 5530 

http://www.elcamino.edu/administration/board/policies.asp 

 

Plagiarism 

 

Plagiarism is a form of cheating. Any time a student uses someone else’s work and does not give 

that person credit, it is plagiarism. Anyone who plagiarizes or cheats on an exam will receive an 

“F” and possible expulsion from the class. If you are suspected of plagiarism or cheating, you will 

bear the burden of proof and present rough drafts or related materials to prove otherwise. 

 

Attendance and Exclusion Policy 

 

Attendance is expected and you must be present for class on time. If a student misses three classes 

they may be dropped from the course; however, the student is responsible for officially filing a 

drop card request. Any student who has unexcused absences prior to the census date may be 

excluded. Students may drop the class in the Admissions and Records office, on-line, or by phone 

(check drop policies in the student handbook for the criteria and dates).  
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All students should be familiar with the attendance regulations printed in both the college catalog 

and the schedule of classes. Students are expected to remain for the entire class period. Medical 

appointments, work, job interviews, childcare responsibilities, etc. should be arraigned so as not to 

occur during class time. Please do not make requests for exceptions. Cell phones and pagers are to 

be turned off or on vibrate during class. If a student must respond to a call, be considerate and 

leave the class through the back door to take care of the situation. 

 

Lastly, students are responsible to inform the instructor of any anticipated absences due to travel or 

observance of major religious holidays so that alternative with other students to acquire notes or 

other pertinent information regarding the class. 
 


