
Existentialism/Philosophy 12 
PROFESSOR RANDY FIRESTONE: FALL 2014 

 
 3 units; 3 hours lecture; Recommended Preparation: eligibility for English 1A 
 Credit, degree applicable Transfer CSU 
Professor’s email: Randyfirestone@verizon.net 

Professor’s Office: SOCS 114   Phone: 310-660-3593x3762 

Professor’s Office Hours: Monday and Wednesday, 12:45-1:45pm; Tuesday and 

Wednesday 9:00-9:30am; Tuesday: 3:30-5:30pm 

Required Text: Existentialism, Second edition, edited by Robert Solomon 

 
 This course will examine the philosophical thought of the two strands of existentialist writers: the 

religious existentialist such as Kierkegaard, Dostoevsky, and Heidegger, and the atheistic 

existentialists such as Nietzsche, Camus, and Sartre. Issues that will be examined include 

authenticity; free will; responsibility for one’s character and actions; the essence, possibilities and 

limits of human beings; and the meaning of life.  

 
Course Objectives:  

1. Identify the common questions, ideas and themes of Existentialism.  

2. Describe the earlier historical/philosophical movements and philosophers to which Existentialism 

responds.  

3. Differentiate the two major strands of Existentialism, Religious and Atheistic Existentialism, and 

identify the philosophers associated with each type.  

4. Examine and analyze what it is to be an authentic person.  

5. Describe and examine the dangers of following the herd or society, and explain the challenges of 

questioning society's ideas and values while still being a part of that society.  

6. Assess and analyze the significance of living authentically in a world with others.  

7. Describe and analyze the concepts of perspectivism, objective truth and subjective truth, and 

moral relativism.  

8. Examine and discuss the dangers of reliance on inflexible rules and restrictions.  

9. Assess the importance of one's non-rational or irrational sides, including one's emotions, 

appetites and instincts, and their relevance to authenticity.  

10. Discuss and differentiate Existentialist philosophers' criticisms of religion in general and 

Christianity in particular.  

11. Assess the impact of free will and choice on one's actions, ideas, character, and life, focusing on 

the degree of responsibility one has for what one does and who one is.  

12. Compare and analyze the similarities and differences between men and women, and describe 

the influence of existentialist philosophy on raising consciousness of gender issues. 13. Describe and 

discuss the view of the philosophers who hold that life is absurd and evaluate their solutions to 

those absurdities.  

14. Compare and contrast the philosophers who hold the position that life has no inherent meaning 

or purpose, and the impact of their position on what one does with one's life.  

 

ADA Statement: El Camino College is committed to providing educational accommodations for 

students with disabilities upon the timely request by the student to the instructor. A student with a 

disability, who would like to request an academic accommodation, is responsible for identifying 

herself/himself to the instructor and to the Special Resource Center. To make arrangements for 

academic accommodations, contact the Special Resource Center.  

Student Code of Conduct: 

http://www.elcamino.edu/administration/board/boarddocs/5500%20%20Academic%20Ho

nesty.pdf  

Student Rights and Grievances Procedure 5530  

http://www.elcamino.edu/administration/board/policies.asp         

mailto:Randyfirestone@verizon.net


Student Learning Outcomes:  

 

1. Differentiating Humans and Other Beings: Students will be able to demonstrate a basic 

knowledge of what separates the existentialist movement in philosophy from other 

philosophies, with particular attention to existentialist ideas as to what constitutes and 

differentiates a human 

being from other beings. 

2. The Existentialist Perspective: Students will be able to analyze from the existentialist 

perspective various philosophical issues, such as authenticity, the importance of the 

individual, a person’s relationship with society, the role of religion, and the meaning of life. 

3. Freedom and Responsibility: Students will be able to explain the existentialist ideas of 

freedom and responsibility, and be able to assess how those ideas can impact their lives. 

 

Grading:    

     1
st
 Exam:                                                                                  30% 

     Paper:                                                                                       30% 

     Final Exam:                      30% 

     Participation, Attendance, & Homework:                           10% 

                                    Total:                                                                   100% 

                                                          

Homework: A one page summary of the reading is due at the beginning of each class. If 

handwritten, it must be the equivalent of one typewritten page or only partial credit will be 

received. Occasionally, there will also be other assignments.  

 

Exams: Please bring a Scantron form 882ES to each exam with a #2 pencil and a pen. If 

you miss an exam, contact me immediately to schedule a make-up exam. You usually will 

be penalized 2/3 of a grade. For example, an “A” would be reduced to a “B+”. If you do not 

take both exams and do the paper, you will get an “F” in the class.  

 

Attendance & Participation: Attendance and participation count. Like the homework, it is 

part of your grade.  Unless the professor grants an exception for you, if you miss more than 

6 classes, you will be dropped from the class. If it is too late to give you a withdrawal, then 

you will likely be given no credit for participation, which will drop you one full grade. 

 

Tardiness: Please be on time. Tardiness will be counted against you, as will leaving early. If 

you are late, please see me after class to receive credit (or else no credit). 

 

Paper: A course requirement is a paper that compares the views (on the issue of 

authenticity) of two of the philosophers you have studied in this course. You will be able to 

choose the philosophers. Later in the course, you will be given specific written instructions 

about the paper. 

 

Class Presentation: Near the end of the semester, you will make a class presentation 

where you will inform the class what you have learned and how you have changed or are 

changing your ideas, beliefs, and/or actions as a result of this course. Don’t worry. You’ll 

have a good time. This is a celebration of our journey, and we will clap for each other. 

 

 

 

 



READINGS for EXISTENTIALISM: Fall 2014  
PROFESSOR RANDY FIRESTONE: Mon/Wed Class 

Randyfirestone@verizon.net 

Book: Existentialsim, Second Edition, edited by Robert Solomon 

                                                      

         DATE            PHILOSOPHERS/TOPICS            READINGS/HOMEWORK 
Aug 25 Introduction  

Aug 27 Turgenev; Kierkegaard: Choice 34-36; 1-14 

Sep 1 Labor Day: No Class  

Sep 3 Kierkegaard: Subjective Truth 15-23 

Sep 8 Kierkegaard: A True Christian 23-33 

Sep 10 Dostoyevsky: Irrationality and Free Will 37-47 

Sep 15 Dostoyevsky: Authenticity 48-64 

Sep 17 Nietzsche: The Ubermensch/Overman 65-74 

Sep 22 Nietzsche: Assault on Christian Morality 75-85 

Sep 24 Nietzsche: Bad Conscience; Asceticism 85-94 

Sept 29      Nietzsche: Truth v Falsity, Will to Power, 

Eternal Recurrence 

94-101 

Oct 1 Nietzsche  

Oct 6 Hesse: Complex & changing self; Loneliness 102-115 

Oct 8 Heidegger: Authenticity v Inauthenticity 116-127 

Oct 13 Heidegger: Angst 127-139 

Oct 15  Heidegger: Death 139-152 

Oct 20  Midterm Exam  

Oct 22 Kafka & Camus: The Absurdity of Life 170-172, 183-198 

Oct 27 Camus: Solution to the Absurdity of life 198-202 

Oct 29 Sartre: Freedom & Responsibility 214-224, 251-255 

Nov 3 Sartre: Existentialism 206-214; 269-270 

Nov 5 Sartre: Bad Faith 224-243; Paper Assignment 

Nov 10 Sartre: Being for Others 243-251; 255-262 

Nov 12 Sartre  

Nov 17 Merleau-Ponty: Freedom without full resp. 271-290 

Nov 19 Merleau-Ponty & Simone de Beauvoir 291-307 

Nov 24  Beauvoir: Woman as social construct of man; 

Discrim. v. women; Equality of the sexes 
Paper Due  

 

Nov 26 Jaspers, Barnes, & Frankl  161-169; 308-317, 353-358 

Dec 1 Borges, Tillich, Pinter, Heller, Roth, Miller 330-337, 370-379 

Dec 3 Class Presentations  

Dec 8  Class Presentations  

Dec 10 FINAL EXAM  

 


