
Fall 2014              Ancient Civilizations of the World               Dr. Blair Gibson 

Phone: (310) 532-3670 x 3580      email: dbgibson@elcamino.edu     Office: ArtB 330 D 

Faculty web page: www.elcamino.edu/faculty/dbgibson/index.html 

 

Office hrs: Mon., Wed., Fri.: 1:00 - 2:00 PM; Tues.,Thurs.: 8:15 – 9:15 AM 

 

Textbooks: Ancient Civilizations; Christopher Scarre and Brian M. Fagan 

 
   Course resources: Syllabi, handouts, and Powerpoint lectures can be viewed and 
downloaded on the class web page, accessed through my faculty index page. Copies of the 
textbooks are on reserve in the library in the reserve reading area. 

 

Course Description: this course constitutes a survey of the earliest urban states of the 

Old World. It will review the anthropological theories which have been put forward to 

explain state origins, look at the origins of agriculture and urbanism in the Middle East, 

and then examine the earliest states in various culture areas.  

 
 

Course Objectives 

 

 

1.Discuss the history of the struggle by scholars to characterize civilizations and 

recognize some of their shared features .  

2. Describe the extent to which the written records of Mesopotamian, Greco-Roman, 

Mayan, and Chinese civilizations were preserved, and the extent of the contribution made 

by archaeology in adding to our understanding of these societies.  

3. Identify and interpret the varied methodologies and concepts that scholars have used to 

compare the organization, scale, and complexity of ancient societies.  

4. Explain how mobile bands of hunter-gatherers founded the earliest sedentary villages 

in the Middle East and Anatolia.  

5. Describe the relationship between temple, city, and state in early Mesopotamian 

civilization.  

6. Compare and contrast pharaohic rule of the Old Kingdom with pharaohic rule during 

Egypt’s rise as an imperial power during the New Kingdom.  

7. Contrast Harappan cites and settlement patterns with the patterns of settlement in 

ancient Egypt and Sumeria.  

8. Evaluate the degree to which ethnohistorical sources describing the earliest Chinese 

dynasties of the Yellow River Valley can be verified by the archaeological record.  

9. Analyze the organization and structural weaknesses of the empire of Hammurabi of 

Babylon.  

10. Evaluate the cultural and economic achievements of the Phoenicians.  

11. Describe and assess the organization and economy of communities in Neolithic and 

Bronze Age Greece, Crete, and the Cyclades. 

12. Outline and describe the political geography of Etruria, and describe Etruscan 

religious beliefs and practices.  

13. Contrast Classical Greek democracy with tyranny.  

14. Compare and contrast the earliest form of Roman government with Rome of the 



Republican and Imperial periods.  

15. Describe the rise of the kingdom of Kush in the second millennium BC.  

16. Discuss and evaluate the involvement of Han China with Vietnam.  

17. Identify and discuss the culture of the Chinese aristocracy of the Spring and Autumn, 

and Warring States periods.  

18. Evaluate the maritime foundations hypothesis for the appearance of social complexity 

on the Peruvian coast during the Initial Period. 

 

Course Student Learning Objectives 
 

Characteristics of Archaic States 

 

Over five multiple choice questions a student will demonstrate that he/she is able to 

distinguish between those organizational characteristics that are invariably associated 

with archaic state-level societies, and those that often but not always occur in these 

contexts. Moreover students should be able identify those characteristics that 

archaeologists use to recognize states in lieu of written records. Finally, students should 

be able to recognize the differences in organization, and in the amount of authority 

wielded by the leaders of complex chiefdoms and archaic states.   
 

Salient Features of the Epic of Gilgamesh 

 

Students will critically evaluate the Mesopotamian Epic of Gilgamesh by providing short 

written answers to nine questions. These questions concern the metaphors of the text, the 

identity and role of the goddess Ishtar, the cosmological significance of the cedar forest, 

Enkidu as a symbol of nature, the political system of Uruk, the significance of the rituals 

discussed by the text and the similarities of epsodes in the myth to Greek myths and 

biblical stories. Thirty points total will be assigned to the answers and the standard for 

success is a mean class score of 23. 

 

The Earliest Writing Systems 

 

Over ten multiple-choice questions students will display a mastery of the key facts and 

issues concerning the origins and evolution of the world’s first written languages. The 

facts of the study of early written languages that the student will have to be aware of 

concern the conditions for a successful decipherment, the relation of written symbols to 

the sounds and morphemes of the language. Further the student will recognize the 

patterns in the evolution of written systems, and the earliest uses to which written 

language was put. Success will be a class average on these questions exceeding 72%.  
 

***************************************************************** 

 

ADA Statement: El Camino College is committed to providing educational 

accommodations for students with disabilities upon the timely request by the student 

to the instructor. A student with a disability, who would like to request an academic 

accommodation, is responsible for identifying herself/himself to the instructor and to 

the Special Resources Center. To make arrangements for academic accommodations, 

contact the Special Resources Center. 
 



 

Course Requirements 
 

Four equally weighted exams, five quizzes, and an assignment consisting of written 

answers to questions concerning the Gilgemesh epic. 
 
 

The Exams: The exams are non-cumulative and involve multiple choice and matching 

type questions. Each exam will be 60 questions long, and each question will be worth 1 

point. The grade scale for the tests will be based upon the highest grade that was achieved 

on the test. Grade boundaries will be 90%, 80%, 70% etc. of that score. The exams will 

cover lectures, readings, and films. The exams are worth 72% of the grade. 

 

The quizzes: The syllabus quiz is intended to acquaint students with class policies. The 

remaining quizzes prepare students for the exams. The syllabus quiz is worth 15 points 

and each subsequent quiz will be worth 10 points. The quizzes are worth 16% of the 

grade. 

  

The Gilgemesh epic – Brief written answers will be submitted in response to ten 

questions asked about the Gilgemesh epic. Translations of the Gilgemesh epic can be 

found online. This assignment will be worth 40 points and is worth 12% of the grade. The 

potential number of points achieved for the semester is c. 335. 

 

Late Assignments: I drop a score by 10% of the total value of the assignment for every 

class meeting an assignment is late.  

 

  Make-ups: Quizzes cannot be made up under any conditions. A student will not be 

allowed to take a quiz if that student arrives to class after the quiz is finished. Exams, 

with the exception of the final exam, may only be made up under the following 

conditions: 1) the reason for missing the exam is very serious or a school-sanctioned or 

educational activity, and it is documentable, 2) the instructor has been contacted on the 

day of the crisis or before. 3) Documentation of the problem is furnished to me prior to 

taking the make-up. Make-ups may only be taken in my office during my office hours. I 

will not turn back test results until all make-ups have been completed.  I will only delay 

returning exams to students one class meeting to allow time for make-ups. 

  

Extra credit: Students are encouraged to do extra-credit assignments up to a limit of 40 

points. See guidelines for details. No extra credit presentations will be allowed during the 

15
th

-16
th

 weeks. Students will be excluded from earning extra credit for excessive 

unexcused absences (2 weeks’ worth+) and tardies. 

 

Student responsibilities: Full participation is expected from the participants in this 

course. This responsibility entails attending class meetings and reading the assigned 

materials. There are consequences for not living up to these responsibilities: 

 

Attendance - I take attendance at the beginning of the period. I don't adjust attendance 

retroactively, so if a student is late and misses roll, it is the student's responsibility to seek 

a correction on the day of the tardy. A student who is absent on a given day is still 



responsible for what transpired in class on that day. The student is to come to the 

instructor's office during the office hour to obtain any handout or unclaimed work a 

student has missed due to an absence. Attendance will figure into my grading at the end 

of term if the grade is borderline. I will do an automatic review of the attendance record if 

a grade is within 3% of an upper grade boundary, and the student will receive the higher 

grade as long as tardies and absences don’t exceed one week’s worth.  Students whose 

total absences and tardies exceed two weeks will be barred from extra credit. A tardy 

counts as ½ unexcused absence. 

 

Laptop computers and cell phones: these may not be used during the class period – no 

exceptions! 

  

Unrighteous behavior - if you wish for me to waiting for you at grade time with 

vengeance in my heart, then do any of the following 1) leave the classroom while lecture 

is in progress, and for added effect, cross directly in front of me to make sure I lose my 

train of thought. If you do this I will record you as absent for the day. 2) talk to your 

neighbor, show off your laptop computer, or sleep while lecture is in progress. 3) take a 

cell phone call while class is in progress 4) play games or text on your cell phone while 

class is in progress. If a student leaves class while class is in session on a purported 

bathroom visit and has a cell phone, I will assume that the bathroom visit is a ruse and the 

student is intentionally disrupting class for personal reasons. A student found to engage 

in these latter two behaviors will be asked to leave the classroom for the day. These 

are all effective ways of communicating to me your interest level in the class, and your 

respect for me as a teacher.    

 

   Cheating: I don't fool around with those who cheat. Cheating includes copying off 

another's test. Learn the consequences at your peril! 

 

  Drops - Generally speaking, I will automatically drop anyone with 1 ½ - 2 consecutive 

week's worth of absences. However, oversights occur, so ultimately it is the responsibility 

of the student to withdraw from the class if the student wishes to do so.  

 

 Incompletes - an incomplete will only be given to a student caught in the throes of a 

crisis not related to class performance. I will not give an incomplete if the student has 

missed or cannot take the final at the scheduled time except in cases of medical or family 

emergency. 

 

 Grade Reporting – All scores and the final grade are posted on Gradebook as soon as I 

have calculated them. Don’t use the grade calculator feature of Gradebook until the end 

of the semester. 

 
*****If you have any special problems or pressures, please 

discuss them with me as soon as you can, not at the end of 

the term! 

 

 

Week    Topics                                                                                  Reading    



________________________________________________                       _____ 

 

1            Civilization and Archaic States: characteristics.                      Chpt. 1   

               The rediscovery of the ancient states of the Old World.                                      

 

2-3            Theories on the Origins of the State                                        Chpt. 2 

 

Syllabus Quiz Thursday September 4
th

 
 

Note: No class meetings during the third week: instructor will be at a conference. 

 

4-5            The Earliest Temples, Villages and Towns                                      Part II   

 

4           Quiz #2 Tuesday Sept. 16
th

 

 

5           Test #1 Tuesday Sept. 23
rd

 

 

6  Temple, City, and State in Early Mesopotamia                       Chpt. 3 

 

7-8 From Chiefdom to State in Ancient Egypt                              Chpt. 4 

 

7 Gilgemesh Epic Assignment due Tues. Oct. 7th 

 

Quiz #3 Thursday October 9
th 

 

8   Test #2  Thursday October 16
th 

 

9-10 From State to Empire in Ancient Egypt               Chpt. 4 

                       

11-12   The Harrapan Civilization of the Indus Valley                        Chpt. 5   

 

11 Quiz #4 Thursday November 6
th

       

 

12 Test #3 Thursday November 13
th

 

 

13-14  The Earliest Chinese States                                                      Chpt. 6            

 

15  Mediterranean Kingdoms: Minoan Civilization    Chpt 9 

 

Quiz #5 Thursday December 6
th

 

 

16 Mycenean Greece       Chpt. 9 

 

16 Final Exam Thursday December 11
th

 

 

 


