
 

 

SOCIOLOGY 101  
Introduction to Sociology 

Section 2837 6:00 – 9:10 T – SOCS 127 

Fall 2014 
 

Instructor: LaQuita Jones 

Office Location: ARTB 320 

E-mail: lajones@elcamino.edu  

 

3 units; 3 hours lecture 

Prerequisite: eligibility for English 1A 

Credit, degree applicable Transfer CSU, UC 

 

Course Description 

In this course students analyze the influence of the social environment on behavior and social life 

using sociological theoretical perspectives. Components of social structure and social culture are 

critically examined through sociological theories and concepts including socialization, deviance, 

social institutions, and social change. Inequalities based on issues such as social class, race, 

ethnicity, gender, and age will also be analyzed. 

 

Course Objectives 

1. Define and describe sociology as a field of study and distinguish it from other disciplines in 

the social sciences.  

2. Explain and apply the sociological imagination as defined by C. Wright Mills.  

3. Identify and describe key theoretical perspectives in sociology, including functionalism, 

conflict, and interactionism. Analyze the strengths and weaknesses of each perspective relative to 

a variety of social situational circumstances.  

4. Identify and analyze prominent classic theorists in sociology, such as Karl Marx, Max Weber, 

and Emile Durkheim, as well as contemporary theorists, such as Peter Berger, George Ritzer, and 

Talcott Parsons and their contributions to the field of sociology.  

5. Identify the six steps in the scientific method and distinguish between qualitative and 

quantitative research methods.  

6. Evaluate the advantages and disadvantages of research methodologies sociologists use to 

gather and analyze data.  

7. Articulate dimensions of material and nonmaterial culture, including norms, values, and 

symbols.  

8. Classify and define micro and macro elements of social structure, including status, role, social 

groups, organizations, and institutions.  

9. Identify agents of socialization and describe the process of socialization throughout the life 

course. Explain the “nature vs. nurture” debate and assess socialization theories of human 

development.  

10. Define deviance and social control. Identify and apply theories used to explain deviant 

behavior.  

11. Demonstrate an understanding of sociological concepts relating to social stratification and 

inequality.  
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12. Describe major social institutions and evaluate their impact on individuals and groups in 

American society. Discuss historical and contemporary changes in these institutions. 

 

Student Learning Outcomes (SLO) 

SLO#1 Sociological Theoretical Perspectives- Students will demonstrate an understanding of the 

purpose of theoretical perspectives and apply sociological perspectives such as functionalism, 

conflict theory, and interactionism to social scenarios.  

SLO#2 Sociological Concepts- Students will define and demonstrate an understanding of 

sociological concepts, such as social structure, culture, socialization, deviance, and social 

stratification by applying them to social scenarios. 

 

REQUIRED TEXT/MATERIALS 

Carl, John D. Think: Sociology, 2
nd

 Edition. ISBN-13: 978-0205777181 

 **882-E  Scantron (3)** 

 

CLASS STRUCTURE 

Class sessions will include power point, video presentations, group discussions, lectures, in-class 

assignments, oral presentations, homework assignments, and exams.  

 

 

ADA Statement 

El Camino College is committed to providing educational accommodations for students with 

disabilities upon the timely request by the student to the instructor. A student with a disability, 

who would like to request an academic accommodation, is responsible for identifying 

herself/himself to the instructor and to the Special Resource Center. To make arrangements for 

academic accommodations, contact the Special Resource Center. 

 

Student Code of Conduct 

http://www.elcamino.edu/administration/board/boarddocs/5500%20%20Academic%20Honesty.

pdf 

 

Student Rights and Grievances Procedure 5530 

 

http://www.elcamino.edu/administration/board/policies.asp 
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COURSE EXPECTATIONS 

Classroom Conduct 

Maintain RESPECT in the classroom. In this course we will be discussing numerous social and 

political issues that can make for volatile discussions. There will likely be an array of opinions 

voiced and for many people the issues covered in this course can be deeply personal and political. 

Consequently, while I encourage spirited intellectual debate, we all must work to maintain a 

certain level of respect throughout the semester. DISRUPTIVE BEHAVIOR WILL NOT BE 

TOLERATED UNDER ANY CIRCUMSTANCE. Please refer to the Student Discipline & 

Due Process Procedure at the link below as all disciplinary procedures will be strictly adhered to. 

 

http://www.elcamino.edu/administration/board/ap5520studentdisciplinedueprocessproceduresdec

ember212009%20docx.pdf 

 

Attendance and Tardiness 

I expect you to attend every class session. This class will be interactive and not strictly a lecture  

course, making your participation key to the success (for me and you) of the class. Thus, I expect

 each of you to take an active role in your education. This involves 1) coming to class on time,    

2) having read the assigned readings before coming to class and 3) being prepared to participate 

in class discussion and activities. Attendance will be taken at the beginning of each class session. 

Attendance points, (.5 points), will be earned only if you are present at the time that your 

name is called. Early departures and tardiness will result in you being marked as absent, NO 

EXCEPTIONS. Students are allowed one absence without penalty. Students with excessive 

absences may be dropped from the class. All Attendance points will count toward your 

participation grade. 

 

***PLEASE NOTE***: It is VERY IMPORTANT to read each assigned chapter thoroughly. 

Portions of chapters not covered in class will be included on exams. Additionally, not all 

material covered in class will be included in assigned readings making weekly attendance vital 

to your success in this class 

 

Absences 

If you miss a class meeting it is your responsibility to contact a classmate for notes and 

assignment instructions for subsequent class meetings. I will not provide notes or instructions for 

students who miss class meetings under any circumstance. After 3 absences, the professor will 

exercise her right to drop you from the course.  Also, there is no need to contact the professor 

or the sociology department to report absences or tardiness. 

 

Contacting the Professor 

The best way to contact me is via e-mail. When sending an e-mail correspondence, please 

include the following: Full Name, Class (Sociology 101), class meeting day, and a phone 

number. All e-mails will be returned within 24 hours. 

 

 

 
 
 
 

http://www.elcamino.edu/administration/board/ap5520studentdisciplinedueprocessproceduresdecember212009%20docx.pdf
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Electronic Devices (cell phones, pagers, laptops etc.)_ 

All electronic devices are to be turned off or silenced while class is in session. The use of 

computers/laptops, or any other electronic devices, is not permitted in class, unless instructed 

otherwise by the professor. If any of the following occurs during class: your electronic device 

goes off, you answer a phone call, you are texting, or searching the web without permission 

student discipline & due process procedures will be strictly adhered to. 

 

http://www.elcamino.edu/administration/board/ap5520studentdisciplinedueprocessproceduresdec

ember212009%20docx.pdf 

 
Audio/video taping of Lectures 

Taping of lectures, of any sort, is prohibited unless student has a learning disability or special 

needs which require the use of an audio/video recorder. Otherwise; traditional note taking must 

be utilized in this class. Students with learning disabilities are encouraged to utilize the Special 

Resource Center for services and accommodations. 

 

http://www.elcamino.edu/academics/src/ 
 
Written Assignments and In-class Assignments 
You will submit five (5) Reflective Journal Assignments and several in-class assignments during 
the course of the semester. All Reflective Journal Assignments must be submitted, IN-
CLASS, on the due date, type-written, double-spaced, 12pt Times New Roman font. NO 
EXCEPTIONS. In class assignments will be handwritten and must be legible to receive credit. In 
class assignments are to be submitted, IN CLASS, on the day that it is assigned. NO 
EXCEPTIONS. Points earned for in-class written assignments will count toward your 
participation grade.  
 
Late Assignment s and Missed Exams Policy 
Late assignments will not be accepted under any circumstance. There will be no make-up dates 
for exams. NO EXCEPTIONS.  
 
Participation 
Students will be expected to participate during in-class group assignments, written 
assignments, and discussions throughout the semester. Points earned during these exercises will 
be counted toward your participation grade.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

http://www.elcamino.edu/administration/board/ap5520studentdisciplinedueprocessproceduresdecember212009%20docx.pdf
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REQUIRED COURSE ASSIGNMENTS 

 

REFLECTIVE JOURNAL ASSIGNMENTS (20 POINTS EACH) 

Each reflective journal assignment should range between 1.5-2 type-written pages. Each 

assignment encourages students to reflect on what they have learned in class and while reading 

the text. The insights will be related to the following five topics: culture, social structure and 

interaction, socialization, race and ethnic stratification, crime and the legal system. Please use 

the following heading to organize each journal entry: 

 

 Summary of Learning- This includes the major areas of content found in the lectures, 

readings, videos, and in-class assignments for each topic. 

 Personal Learning- This should cover concepts/terms/ideas that have personally 

impacted your thinking and practice. 

 Application to Career and Professional Goals-This should include information 

pertinent to your current and/or future career. 

***These assignments will be evaluated based on the correct application of social theories, use 

of the recommended format, organization, and grammar*** 

REFLECTIVE JOURNAL PRESENTATION (15 POINTS EACH) 

Each student will do a short presentation on two (2) reflective journal entries of their choice. The 

purpose is to create a critical dialogue, which enhances the learning environment and for students 

to articulate the complexity of defining and addressing crime and delinquency. Everyone is 

encouraged to critically, but respectfully, engage with a participant’s presentation. Presentation 

style is left to the discretion of the student, but each presentation should be interactive. Please do 

not go over a five minute time frame and remember the use of a technological aid is not 

required for these presentations. 

 

SOCIAL TOPIC GROUP RESEARCH PRESENTATION (100 POINTS) 
Students will work in groups, (3-4 students per group), to research and present a 15-minute 

presentation that summarizes and analyzes a social topic, chosen by the group members, using the 

major theories discussed during the semester. The presentation must be interactive and must include 

the use of power-point, prezi, poster boards, hand-outs, or any other visual aids. Each group must 

submit a detailed outline of their presentation. All group members will receive the same grade. Your 

analysis of the topic or issue must be presented in the following format: 

 

Introduction- Introduce the background of the topic in the first section. The main point of your 

"introduction" section should be to provide context for the topic. 

 The first sub-point under this section can be a general statement that catches the reader's 

attention. An anecdote, fact, definition, or quotations are all good ideas to consider. 

 Your second sub-point will usually include information about the background of the topic. 

You could consider writing a brief overview of the history of the topic. 

 Finish this section up with a clear, concise thesis statement. 

 

 

 
 
 



 

 

Analysis- Provide evidential support in the second section. Each point within the analysis 

portion should provide some evidence to support the claim or idea stated in your thesis. 

 Introduce each new point that derives from your thesis statement 

 Mention your supporting evidence. This includes textual evidence like cited quotes and 

paraphrases, evidence from other sources, personal experiences, and interviews. 

 Analyze each piece of evidence. After introducing a piece of evidence, briefly explain 

how it supports your thesis. 

 Include a transition into the next sub-point or piece of supporting evidence. 

 

Conclusion- Conclude with an overview. The final "conclusion" section of your presentation 

should review the material and encourage the audience to think more about the topic. 

 Rephrase your thesis statement. 

 List your main ideas or supporting evidence in the order you discussed it in. Demonstrate 

a progression of thought, when possible. 

 Present any new questions brought about by your essay. 

 

The presentation must include 5-7 sociological terms, you must use at least 2 sociological 

theories or perspectives in your analysis, and you must cite at least 3 references. The required 

text may be used as a reference. 

 

EXAMS (200 points total) 

There will be three in-class exams for a maximum exam total of 200 points. Exam 1 will cover 

The Sociological Imagination lecture and chapters 1-2. Exam 2 will cover chapters 3-7. Exams 1 

and 2 are worth 50 points. Exam 3 (The Final) will cover chapters 8,10-11, 13-15, and 17. The 

final is worth 100 points. Each exam will consist of multiple choice, true/false, and matching 

questions. 

 

 

Student Evaluation 

Participation         100 points 

Reflective Journal Presentation (2@15pts)     30 points 

Reflective Journal Assignments (5@20pts)     100 points 

Social Topic Group Research Presentation     100 points 

Exams (2@50pts)               100 points 

Final Exam          100 points  

Total Points         530 points 

 

 



 

 

Grading Standards 

Your final grade in the course is based on the number of points you earn divided by 630. The 
grade distribution is based on the following percentages: 

Please be advised: Grades of “I” (Incomplete) are not permitted in this course. 
 

A  90-100%    477-530 

B 89-80%      424-476  

C 79-70%      371- 423 

D 69-60%      318-370 

F 59-0%        317-below 
 

KEY DATES FOR Fall 2014 
 

23-AUG-2014-Fall 2014 Semester Begins 
05-SEP-2014-Last Date to add class 
05-SEP-2014-Last Date to drop with a refund  
05-SEP-2014-Last Date to drop without a "W" 
14-NOV-2014-Last Date to drop with a "W" 
12-DEC-2014-Last day of fall 2014 Semester 
 
 



 

 

Tentative Schedule 
 

Please Note: If necessary, the professor reserves the right to make modifications to this schedule 

throughout the semester to better serve class needs. 

Week Dates Assigned Reading Assignments/Exams 

1 8/26/2015 
Course Introduction 

Sociological Imagination  

2 
9/02/2014 

 
Chp 1-Intro to Sociology  

3 
9/09/2014 

 

Chp 2- Sociological Research 

 
 

4 
9/16/2014 

 
Chp. 3-Culture EXAM #1 

5 
9/23/2014 

 

Chp 4-Social Structure & Interaction 

 
Reflective Journal #1 

6 
9/30/2014 

 

Chp 5- Socialization 

 
Reflective Journal #2 

7 
10/07/2014 

 
Chp 6- Groups & Societies Reflective Journal #3 

8 
10/14/2014 

 

Chp 7- Social Class in the U.S. 

***Documentary/Movie***  

9 
10/21/2014 

 

Chp 8-Global Stratification 

 
EXAM #2 

10 
10/28/2014 

 

Chp 10-Race & Ethnic Stratification 

***Documentary/Movie*** 
 

11 
11/04/2014 

 
Chp 11-Gender Stratification Reflective Journal #4 

12 
11/11/2014 

 
VETERANS DAY HOLIDAY 

Chp 13Crime & The Legal System 
You are responsible for reading two 

chapters this week (13 and 14) 

13 
11/18/2014 

 

Chp 14-Marriage & Family 

 

Reflective Journal #5 

 

14 
11/25/2014 

 

Chp 15- Education & Religion 

  

15 
12/02/2014 

 
PRESENTATIONS 

 

16 
12/09/2014 

 

PRESENTATIONS 

FINAL EXAM  

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

Student id# _____________       ______________________________ 

          Last name, First name 

Grade Tracker 

 

It is strongly recommended that you keep track of your grades throughout the semester and 

speak to the professor during office hours if at any time there is concern of your progress in this 

class!   

To calculate your grade at any time during the semester add all of your scores and divide by the total possible 

points at that particular time.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Reflective Journal Assignments score Exams score 

#1  Exam #1  

#2  Exam #2  

#3  Exam #3  

#4  Add scores  

#5  Exam Total (200)  

Add scores  
 

 

Journal Totals (100)  
 

 

    

Presentations  Overall Total  

Reflective Journal #1 (15)  (Add Total from each category)  

Reflective Journal #2 (15)  Reflective Journal total (100)  

Social Topic Group Research 

Presentation (100) 
 Exam total (200)  

Add scores  Presentation Total (130)  

Assignment Total (130)  Participation  (100)  

 
 Total points earned   

 
 Grade   



 

 

WWRRIITTIINNGG  CCEENNTTEERR  
HHuummaanniittiieess  112222    

((331100))  666600--33887733  

  

  

TTUUTTOORRIINNGG::      

HHoouurrss::                   
  MMoonnddaayy,,  TTuueessddaayy,,  TThhuurrssddaayy::    88::0000  AAMM——1122::4400  PPMM    aanndd  11::3300  PPMM——55::4400  PPMM  

  WWeeddnneessddaayy::        77::0000  AAMM------1122::4400  PPMM    aanndd  11::3300  PPMM------55::4400  PPMM  

  FFrriiddaayy::                                                          88::0000  AAMM——1122::4400  PPMM    aanndd  11::3300  PPMM——44::1100  PPMM  

  

SSeerrvviicceess::  
  PPrreewwrriittiinngg  ccoonnffeerreenncceess  ((uunnlliimmiitteedd))::  PPRRIINNTTEEDD  AASSSSIIGGNNMMEENNTT  SSHHEEEETT  OORR  TTEEXXTTBBOOOOKK  

PPRROOMMPPTT  RREEQQUUIIRREEDD..    

  WWrriittiinngg  ccoonnffeerreenncceess  ((ttwwoo  ppeerr  aassssiiggnnmmeenntt))::  PPRRIINNTTEEDD  AASSSSIIGGNNMMEENNTT  SSHHEEEETT  OORR  TTEEXXTTBBOOOOKK  

PPRROOMMPPTT  RREEQQUUIIRREEDD..  ((PPlleeaassee  nnoottee::  IInn  aaccccoorrddaannccee  wwiitthh  EECCCC  ppoolliiccyy,,  wwee  ddoo  nnoott  pprrooooffrreeaadd  eessssaayyss  

ffoorr  ggrraammmmaarr..))  

  CCoonnffeerreenncceess  iinn  ggrraammmmaarr,,  vvooccaabbuullaarryy,,  aanndd  iiddiioommss..  

  RReevviieeww  ooff  ccoolllleeggee  aapppplliiccaattiioonn  eessssaayyss  aanndd  rreessuummeess;;  aaddvviiccee  oonn  MMLLAA  oorr  AAPPAA  ddooccuummeennttaattiioonn..  

  

CCOOMMPPUUTTIINNGG::  

HHoouurrss::  
  MMoonnddaayy,,  TTuueessddaayy,,  TThhuurrssddaayy::    88::0000  AAMM——66::0000  PPMM  

  WWeeddnneessddaayy::        77::0000  AAMM——66::0000  PPMM  

  FFrriiddaayy::          88::0000  AAMM——44::3300  PPMM  

  

SSeerrvviicceess::  
  SSeellff--ppaacceedd  ggrraammmmaarr  aanndd  rreeaaddiinngg  ssooffttwwaarree..  

  IInntteerrnneett  aacccceessss  ffoorr  rreesseeaarrcchh..  

  

YYOOUU  NNEEEEDD  TTOO  BBRRIINNGG::  
  SSttuuddeenntt  IIDD  aanndd  ccuurrrreenntt  ssttiicckkeerr  ffoorr  aallll  sseerrvviicceess..  

  PPrriinntteedd  aassssiiggnnmmeenntt  sshheeeett  oorr  tteexxttbbooookk  pprroommpptt  ffoorr  wwrriittiinngg  ccoonnffeerreenncceess..  

  

  

FFoorr  mmoorree  iinnffoorrmmaattiioonn,,  vviissiitt::  wwwwww..eellccaammiinnoo..eedduu//aaccaaddeemmiiccss//hhuummaanniittiieess//wwrriittiinnggcceenntteerr..  


