
          

Instructor Contact Information:
Instructor: Marco Llaguno
Phone: (818) 370-2797       
Instructor’s Office Location: TBD    
Office Hours: W 12:15 - 12:45 pm, T 7:15 - 7:45 am
Email: 

Course Description:
This course offers a critical study of the ethical theories and their application to problems of modern 
society. Ethical issues in government and law, social institutions, the arts, and international relations will 
be emphasized.

Course Prerequisites:
Recommended Preparation: eligibility for English 1A

Course Objectives:
1. Analyze and apply various sources of moral standards to specific moral problems. 
2. Explain the difficulties of basing moral standards on supernaturalism, utility, reason, or egoism. 
3. Determine whether moral values are relative to culture or universally applicable. 
4. Analyze the concept of justice and determine whether it is defined by the laws of society or if justice is 

established by universal standards. 
5. Distinguish teleological from deontological ethical theories by applying them to current issues in the 

media. 
6. Compare the solutions to contemporary moral dilemmas resulting from the application of a teleological 

(consequentialist) versus a deontological (formalism) approach in areas such as euthanasia and 
physician- assisted suicide. 

7. Evaluate ethical theories that either preclude or allow for free choice such as psychological Hedonism 
and ethics based on supernaturalism. 

8. Differentiate varying notions of freedom and their impact on moral responsibility. 
9. Discuss the relationship between ethical theory and metaphysics. 
10. Examine the relationships among the concepts of freedom, responsibility, and theories of punishment.
11. Describe the different forms of Hedonism and relate them to contemporary moral problems. 
12. Trace the development of ethical theory, from the Greeks to contemporary moral theory, and apply   

these theories to various contemporary moral dilemmas. 
13. Differentiate among various metaethical theories.

Student Learning Outcomes (SLO): 
SLO#1 Primary Moral Theories- Students will be able to identify the primary moral theories, including 
Kantian duty ethics, Utilitarianism, and Virtue Ethics, distinguish the primary difference between the 
theories, and evaluate the strengths and weakness of each theory.

SLO#2 Moral Theories- Students will be able to apply moral theories, including those of Utilitarianism, 
Kantian duty ethics, and Virtue Ethics to contemporary moral issues.

SLO#3 Arguing Contemporary Moral Issues- Students will be able to critically evaluate facts and 
arguments of both sides of contemporary moral issues.
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Course Policies: 
• Attendance will be taken everyday at the beginning of class.  Tardiness will not be tolerated; neither 

will leaving class before being formally dismissed.
• There will be no make-up points given for in-class assignments missed due to absence.  
• Please do not use any recording devices.  If you need assistance with anything covered in the lectures 

please e-mail me.  
• You must have read and you must be prepared to discuss the sections assigned on the date they appear 

on the syllabus.
• All homework must be submitted in class (hard copy) on the date it is due.  Late work will be penalized 

10% each day it is late beginning with the due date.  Emailed assignments will not be allowed.
• Students must be present in class for all exams.  Unexcused absences for exams will result in no credit 

for that exam.
• You must be able to access & use the eCompanion system for this course. You are expected to have 

your e-mail address updated (if necessary) in the system within 1 week of the start of classes.
• This syllabus is subject to updates and other changes and would be announced in class

Attendance Requirements: 
Attendance at First Class Students who enroll in class but do not attend the first scheduled class meeting 
may be dropped from the roster and their places given to waiting list students.  If illness or emergency 
prevents a student from attending the first class session, the student must contact the instructor.
A student who registers for a class and never attends is still responsible for dropping the class.  Failure to 
properly drop a class by the appropriate deadline may result in a "W" and may hold the student 
responsible for any and all fees associated with the class.  The burden of proof is on the student.
Attendance Without Official Enrollment Students will not be permitted to attend classes in which they are 
not officially registered.  Exceptions may be allowed by the instructor for bonafide visitors.  Students who 
attend a class without proper enrollment (the student did not properly register or add the class) by the 
published deadline will not be permitted to "late add" the class except for documented extenuating and 
mitigating circumstances.  Students who do not properly register or add a class will receive neither unit or 
grade credit for that class.
Attendance During Semester Students are expected to attend their classes regularly.  Students who miss 
the first class meeting or who are not in regular attendance during the add period for the class may be 
dropped by the instructor.  Students whose absences from a class exceed 10% of the scheduled class 
meeting time may be dropped by the instructor.  However, students are responsible for dropping a class 
within the deadlines published in the class schedule.  Students who stop attending but do not drop may 
receive a failing grade.  Students may view their registration status on MyECC.
Adding a Class If space is available‚ students who have completed registration may add a class by going 
to the first meeting of the class and securing permission of the instructor. It is the responsibility of the 
student to fulfill all requirements to add a course, and to add the course by the add deadline in accordance 
with college procedures.  Adds will not be processed beyond the add deadline.
Withdrawal from Class
Official withdrawal from a class should be processed through the MyECC student portal. Failure to 
complete this process may result in the assignment of a letter grade of A through F.

El Camino College Academic Honesty and Standards of Conduct
http://www.elcamino.edu/administration/board/boarddocs/5500%20%20Academic%20Honesty.pdf

ADA Statement: 
El Camino College is committed to providing educational accommodations for students with disabilities 
upon the timely request by the student to the instructor. A student with a disability, who would like to 
request an academic accommodation, is responsible for identifying herself/himself to the instructor and to 
the Special Resource Center. To make arrangements for academic accommodations, contact the Special 
Resource Center.

http://www.elcamino.edu/administration/board/boarddocs/5500%20%20Academic%20Honesty.pdf
http://www.elcamino.edu/administration/board/boarddocs/5500%20%20Academic%20Honesty.pdf


Required Textbook:
Cahn, Exploring Ethics: An Introductory Anthology 3rd Ed.

Grading 
Pre-Course Reflection Paper     20 pts.
In Class Assignments    130 pts. (26 Assignments @ 5 pts. each)
Reading Reflections      50 pts. (10 Assignments @ 5 pts. each)
Essays      300 pts. (3 Essays @ 100 pts. each)
Philosophical Reflection Paper     50 pts. 
Exams      450 pts. (3 Exams @ 150 pts. each)
Total                1000 pts.

A = 900 pts. & up; B = 800-899 pts.; C = 700-799 pts.; D = 600-699 pts.; F = below 600

Pre-Course Reflection Paper A reflection paper will be turned in during the second week of class.  It 
should be 1 to 2 pages and must be typed, single spaced.  In this paper you will give your background in 
philosophy, if any, and what you hope to get out of this class.  Also, describe some of your beliefs and 
your approach to life; What if anything gives you meaning to life and why?  How do you see yourself 20 
years from now?  Do you think you have any responsibilities and if so to what?  What are the sources of 
these beliefs?  

In Class Assignments  Each day in class there will be either a short quiz on the readings for the day or you 
will be asked to write a paragraph or so answering a question raised.  Writings will be informal but should 
reflect some knowledge of the reading assigned for that day, but also your thoughts on it.  You will be 
discussing your responses in small groups 

Reading Reflections  You will be asked to reflect on some of the readings assigned while you are reading 
them, documenting your own thoughts as you read.  Further instruction will be given as readings are 
assigned.  

Essays  Three essays will be written in the semester.  Essays may not be longer than 3 pages and must be 
typed, single-spaced.  The essay must show an understanding of at least one philosophical position 
covered in the readings and how it is relevant today to some to some aspect (your choice) of your life 
experience, the way society currently operates, or some specific contemporary work of art.  You will 
argue your position based on your contemporary philosophical understanding.

Philosophical Reflection Paper  A final paper must be turned in on the day of the final exam.  It must be 
no more than 2 pages, single spaced.  This paper must reflect your thoughts on either a) the value of 
philosophy or b) your philosophy now that you have critically evaluated different philosophical positions.  
How, if at all, was this class effective in allowing for the development of your view (instructor, peers, 
readings, discussions, etc.?

Exams There will be 3 exams consisting of true/false & multiple choice questions, a matching section, 
and two or three short essay questions.  Exams will not be cumulative.  During the exam you may not use 
your book or notes or get help from other students.  You will need a Scantron Form 882-E for each exam. 

Please note that in this class, no question is ever considered an irrelevant or dumb question.  
However, you may be directed to ask it again by e-mail or during office hours.



Calendar & Reading List
All readings are found in Cahn, Exploring Ethics unless otherwise noted.  Students must have read and be 
prepared to discuss the readings in class on the date they appear.

T   8/26  Introduction

Th  8/28  The Examined Subject
    Read:  Frankena, Morality and Moral Philosophy
   Plato, Crito
--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
T   9/2      Read:  King, Letter from a Birmingham Jail
 Pre-Course Reflection Paper Due

Th  9/4   Challenges to Morality - Happiness
    Read: Plato, The Ring of Gyges
  Cahn and Murphy, Happiness and Immorality
--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
T   9/9    Challenges to Morality - Hedonism
    Read: Epicurus, Pleasure and the Good Life 
  
Th  9/11 Challenges to Morality - Egoism
    Read: Rachels, Egoism and Moral Skepticism
  Nagel, Right and Wrong
  Rand, The Virtue of Selfishness
--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
T   9/16  Challenges to Morality - Emotivism
    Read: Regan, How Not to Answer Moral Questions
              Stevenson, The Nature of Ethical Disagreement
 
Th  9/18 Challenges to Morality - Relativism
    Read: Rachels The Challenge of Cultural Relativism 

--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
T   9/23  Challenges to Morality - Divine Command
    Read: Plato, Euthyphro; 
   Cahn, God and Morality

Th  9/25   Exam #1 
--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
T   9/30  Moral Theory - Deontological Ethics 
   Read:  Kant, The Categorical Imperative; 

Th 10/2   Read: O’Neill, A Simplified Account of Kant’s Ethics; 
 Essay #1 Due 
--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
T  10/7   Moral Theory - Consequentialist Ethics
    Read: Mill, Utilitarianism

Th 10/9   Read: Pojman, Strengths and Weaknesses of Utilitarianism
--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
T   10/14 Moral Theory - Virtue Ethics
    Read: Aristotle, The Nature of Virtue; 
  Mayo, Virtue Ethics

Th 10/16 Moral Theory - Feminist Ethics 
     Read: Held, The Ethics of Care



--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
T   10/21 Moral Theory - Social Contract
     Read: Hobbes, The Social Contract

Th 10/23 Moral Theory - Justice as Fairness
                 Read: Rawls, A Theory of Justice 
--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
T   10/28  Moral Theory - Justice as Fairness
     Read: Nietzsche, Genealogy of Morals 
   Kane, Through the Moral Maze

Th 10/30  Exam #2
--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
T   11/4   Moral Problems - Capital Punishment
     Read:  Berns, The Morality of Capital Punishment;
       Nathanson, The Death Penalty as a Symbolic Issue 

Th 11/6   Moral Problems - Terrorism
     Read:  Walzer, Terrorism;
       McPherson, Is Terrorism Distinctly Wrong? 
 Essay #2 Due 
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------  
T   11/11  NO CLASS - VETERANS’ DAY

Th 11/13 Moral Problems - World Hunger
     Read: Singer, Famine, Affluence, and Morality:
    Hill, The Case Against Singer 
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
T   11/18  Moral Problems - Animal Rights
      Read: Regan, The Case for Animal Rights;
                             Cohen, Why Animals Have No Rights 
    Warren Speaking of Animal Rights

Th 11/20  Moral Problems - The Environment
       Read: Regan, We Are What We Eat;
    Sober, Philosophical Problems for Environmentalism
-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
T   11/25  Moral Problems - Climate Change
      Read: TBD

Th 11/27  NO CLASS - THANKSGIVING
-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
T   12/2    Moral Problems - Sex on Campus
      Read: Pickering Francis, Consensual Sex on Campus;
             
Th  12/4  Moral Problems - TBD 
 Essay #3 Due
-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
T    12/9   Moral Problems - TBD

Thursday, December 11, Exam #3 & Reflection Paper Due


