
Cultural Anthropology                       
Anth 2 2035 

ECC–Fall 2014 
Friday 9:30 – 12:40 

ARTB 307 
Rm:ARTB 307 
Instructor: John McDermott 
Phone:(562) 965-0951 
Email:jmcdermott@elcamino.edu 

 
Class Text: 

 Introducing Cultural Anthropology 5th Edition Roberta Lenkeit 
 
 

Web Page: My ECC Class Team Site will hold our class materials for review.  
Grade book will have your scores check them regularly 
 – Please make sure you can access these areas on the El Camino pages, as 
soon as possible; see me if you have problems or are not sure    

Attendance is required: Please be on time 
It is your responsibility to drop the class 

Class Text: 

 Introducing Cultural Anthropology 5th Edition Roberta Lenkeit 
 

Course Objectives: 

1. Identify the fields of anthropology and major subfields of cultural anthropology and explain 

which aspect of the human condition each field addresses.  

2. Identify and explain each of the major concepts that make up the anthropological 

perspective.  

3. List and assess the different methodologies utilized by cultural anthropologists in the field.  

4. Analyze the changes exhibited in the ethnographic description of non-Western social groups 

from the 19th century to the present.  

5. Analyze each aspect of culture (learned, shared, symbolic, patterned, adaptive, ever-

changing) and discuss the major theoretical schools associated with each perspective.  

6. Assess the importance of language in human communication and outline and explain each of 

the approaches used to the study of human languages.  

7. Compare and contrast the various subsistence strategies (modes of production) utilized by 

human societies as they interact with the environment.  

8. Compare and contrast the systems of exchange typical of foragers, pastoralists, 

horticulturalists, and agriculturalists.  

9. Assess the importance of surplus in the development of social stratification.  

10. Describe and analyze the major kinship systems and types of marriages present in humans 

societies, and reflected by cross-cultural studies.  

11. Evaluate the importance of gender studies in anthropology and identify the socioeconomic 

factors that influence the status of women in societies around the world.  

12. Describe and analyze the various levels of sociopolitical organization achieved by human 

societies.  

13. Assess the criteria for social stratification and the potential for social mobility.  

14. Compare and contrast the characteristics and functions of religious beliefs and practices by 

mailto:jmcdermott@elcamino.edu


making reference to the level of political organization (band, tribe, chiefdom, state) achieved by 

a society.  

15. Evaluate the factors that account for the emergence of Movements of Revitalization in 

modern as well as in traditional societies.  

16. Assess the effects of European expansion and colonization, industrialism, and globalization 

on developing nations in general and on indigenous groups in particular. 

Student Learning Outcomes:  
1. SLO #1 Holistic Approach On an objective exam, students will demonstrate an understanding of the 

holistic approach in anthropology by identifying the appropriate definition.  

2. SLO #2 In an in-class objective assignment, students will demonstrate their understanding of 
subsistence strategies by identifying three of the four types recognized by anthropologists and by 

explaining five features that correspond to each.  

3. SLO #3 In an in-class objective assignment, students will demonstrate their understanding of political 
organization by identifying the four types recognized by anthropologists and by explaining three 
features that correspond to each.  
 
ADA Statement:  
El Camino College is committed to providing educational accommodations for students with disabilities 
upon the timely request by the student to the instructor. A student with a disability, who would like to 
request an academic accommodation, is responsible for identifying herself/himself to the instructor and 
to the Special Resource Center. To make arrangements for academic accommodations, contact the 
Special Resource Center.  
Student Code of Conduct  
http://www.elcamino.edu/administration/board/boarddocs/5500%20%20Academic%20Honesty.pdf  
Student Rights and Grievances Procedure 5530  

http://www.elcamino.edu/administration/board/policies.asp 

 

Course description: This 3 unit course is an introduction to the cross-cultural study of human behavior.  
The course includes a study of the nature and evolution of culture, social organization, family structure, 
religion, language and other basic topics credit/no credit/letter grade option (UC/CSU)  
Lecture - Power point – Film- Discussion - Class exercise- Reading assignments - Exams 
 
Required: Reading the text before each class, so you are prepared to participate, twoarticle 
assignment papers, please read the assignment directions to understand the objectives of the assignment 
– 1 research paper, the see parameters, the objective is to give you experience in research and to use 
that time of research to personally learn more about the study of culture, using a culture of our choice, 
from an anthropological perspective–4midterms- and your final exam (scantron 882 E)  
 
Anthropological Perspective: 

 Holism:  Breaking something into its basic parts, understanding those parts for what they are and 
what they do and then putting those parts together to see how they create the whole; demonstrates how 
the whole is integrated and functions on many levels.   

 Relativism: Understanding one’s own preconceived ideas, biases and prejudices to understand how 
your lens can corrupt seeing something in context of itself.   Non- judgment allows a deeper examination 
with less bias, therefore more meaningful comprehension of what you are examining.   Understanding 
and examining evolution/environment/people/culture in relative context of how they developed: 
biological development, personal development, cultural development; relativism is not judging by one’s 
own perceived standards, but allowing for other standards of development to be valid, even if they are 
different. 
 



Article papers (25 points each):  There are two articles online.  Read each one (see the syllabus 
schedule for the due date) Using relativism and a holistic perspective, I want you to demonstrate you 
understand the author’s main points and perspectives.  These articles are exercises in the fundamentals 
of anthropology 
Article 1: Unintended Consequences of Innovation by Everett M. Rogers - This is an exercise in relativism 
and holism.  Do not write about the inefficiency of the group discussed.  Why didn’t these innovations 
work, use the information stated about each of three cultures as pieces to the puzzle (holism) and find a 
rational reasoning for why the innovations that we find common, did not work for these cultures.  Look 
for similarities in our culture… Hint, should people have access to water on their land?  What is a symbol 
of status, power and that we organize around in the United States?  What would be the result of that 
Symbol changing? 
Article 2: Why People Can’t Feed Themselves –Historic context and influence; an exercise in holism, 
relativism, critical thinking and historic particularism is the point of this article.  We often hear about 
poor starving people in 3rd world countries.  Collins and Lappe give detailed reasons that include holistic 
cause and effect.  This is an assignment that allows you to see culture as a thought process from different 
perspectives. 
 
Exams (30 points each):Multiple choice and true false questions: You will need scantron 882E 
I need 24 hour notice in advance if you are going to miss an exam, if you want to take a make-up 

exam 
 
Research Paper (100 points): Infrastructure, Social Structure and Super Structure:  
PLAGERISM IS NOT TOLERATED 
 

Research paper grading policy:  
Methodology…………........20 points 
Research and citations…….10 points 
Following Directions ……...10 points 
Clarity and Content………..60 points  
Research Paper Prompt: 
Minimum 5 pages,plus a bibliography and 5 references, all references need an author and a date.  
Research Paper Prompt:  Pick a Culture past or present and write a paper exploring the integration of 
the infrastructure, social structure and superstructure.  How each of the three sustains each other (is 
integrated) in an organic assemblage we call culture.  Example: how the infrastructure (the way a 
society makes a living) supports the social structure, while the social structure organizes to make their 
living most efficiently.  How (social structure) family type, child rearing, power relations and ideology 
are all affected and are an extension of the infrastructure. How the ideology (superstructure), the 
thoughts and stories we tell ourselves about reality; of right and wrong, the supernatural and our place 
in the world, support the actions and decisions that are considered valid and proper.   
 
The paper: 
Introduction/Methodology: Start the paper with an individual discussion of your references and citations 
(methodology); where you found them, why you chose them and how you will use them in your paper.  
While discussing your references or immediately after briefly explain what your paper will contain, the 
parameters or summary. (No more than a page) 
Body:  Discuss the subject matter outlined above using your references to cite the information you 
present.(No Less Than 3 Pages)   
Conclusion:  Tell what you discovered doing your research and go into some detail about your feelings 
on the subject ie…its implications, its applications, value and validity.  This demonstrates your personal 
understanding of the material 
 
References need and author and a date of publication.  For the in text citations use the author’s last 
name and date of publication (One page) 
Example:  (Smith, 2007) 



On the reference page, the bibliography, list the references in alphabetical order; the author name (last 
name first), title of the article/story, publisher and date of publication.  Example: 
Smith, John, Why is There Air?, Thomson Wadsworth, 2007 
Bibliography citations as follows: 
Books:  Author, Title, Publisher, Year 
Internet:Author Title, Website, (Copyright info), Date (must have author and date) 
Magazines and Journals:Author, Title, Magazine or Journal title, vol., page, Date 
Film: Director, Title, Production/Distribution Company, Year of Release 

~All references need an Author and a Year of publication~ 

Each culture universally is set up with the integration of infrastructure, social structure and superstructure.  
Their development together originates and is maintained in the imagination of each individual in that 
culture and is influenced by: contemporary situation, history, environment, access to resources, relations 
with others (isolation/diffusion) and evolutionary past.  It is through this process of imagination 
(categorizing, understanding and projection of that knowledge and perception within the natural world) 
that, as humans, we have adapted, survived and learned to control our environment so well, as a 
species.   
Understanding this helps us to understand our interactions with the environment and between each other, 
we create the interactions and we validate them by what we imagine is possible and necessary.  The 
diversity of cultural adaptation allows us to begin to comprehend the potential that the human species 
has, if we can imagine it. 
It is important to remember or come to understand all humans through time and around the globe today 
have essentially the same intellect, moral inclinations and potential; the differences we see have been 
created by environment, human agency, isolation, diffusion and access to information that has 
accumulated through the millennia that we have been adapting to the planet.  Culture is our greatest 
adaptation and culture is generated and carried in your thoughts. 
 

Drop Policy:  You are responsible to drop yourself from the class;  
however, if you miss more than 4 classes I may drop you.   

BE ON TIME, tardiness may also result in you being dropped from the class.  
 

Classroom Behavioral Expectations (participate) 
“The diversity of our campus student population provides us with a unique opportunity to experience 
the differences among us. At times we may disagree on a particular point; however, our discussions 
will always remain respectful of these differences.  We will treat others with dignity and respect in 

the classroom” 
These precepts apply outside the classroom as well, as we meet the needs of our diverse global 

community, which will become more prominent in your lives than ever before in the history of life on 
this planet. 

 
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

 
You can turn in up to 20 points extra credit See me 
Grading policy                                              Point Break down 
4 - Midterm                     120 
 1 - Final                            30 
 2 - Articles                        50 
 1 - Research Paper          100 
SLOA Quiz                         00                           
Total                                 300  
 

“Everything begins with thoughts, thoughts from you and me” 
 
 

A 300 - 270 

B 269 - 240 

C 239 - 210 

D 209 - 180 

F 179 and lower 



The Barrel Model         Materialism 
 
Superstructure:                                    The beliefs that lead to attitudes and establish values that 
                                                          create the perception of reality; therefore how one 
                                                          experiences living (personal and cultural identity) 
 
Social Structure:                                  The creators; determine how the barrel is filled, how 
                                                         power is and resources for survival are distributed, How  
                                                         people are taught to organize and classify generation  
                                                        after generation  
                                                                                                                  
Infrastructure:                                    The knowledge, tools, industries, institutions that organize  
                                                        The acquisition, production and acquisition of resources 
 
 
 

 Linguistic 
   Biological 
   Cultural 
Through Time 

 
 
 
 
Cause and Effect:What are the observable, quantifiable actions that result in either causes or effects, 
objective reality… that points to the objective motives and meanings for behavior 

Culture comes from thoughts and promotes perception:  Beliefs that are assertions of reality that 
create attitudes and values formingthe basis for behavior…   

Questions?  Who determines cultural categories, their meanings and values?  
Personal Goals for the Class:  We will examine what culture is: a thought process and a result of 
perception and action in a given environment.  We will look at the course info holistically and using a 
relativistic eye to understand how cultures around the globe and through time have basic similarities, no 
matter what size or level of technologies. 
We will be examining the structure of culture; everygroup needs to support themselves all cultures have 
ways people make a living, we will examine how this effects how people organize, create value systems 
and power distribution, with in their social structure and how these values and beliefs form cultural 
experience with in the identity of the individual and groups.   
I see the information in the class is relevant to us today because it examines how we understand 
ourselves as humans individuallyand as a part of a group and how those ideas are formulated in our 
identity and how we view the identity of others. Example: The economic practice of slavery created 
power relations, views of who was human and who deserved what, this story used the ideal of “god” 
both to validate slavery and to live with slavery.   The fallacy of different human races is still in 
dialogue today and on census forms… There is only one human race, and what I just described is the 
power of cultural superstructure/ideology to create our perception of reality and/or the material system 
that we must interact in. 
I will use the lens of materialism/the barrel model to examine culture with, but we will discuss other 
lenses(Infrastructure, social structure and superstructure acting together to create perception and 
behavior.) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



American Disabilities Act 
If you are a disabled student and you have need of special services, notify your instructor at the beginning of the semester.  
Fullerton College is committed to providing reasonable accommodations for students with disabilities, upon request of the 
student (in a timely fashion) and upon verification of a disability  

How to reach us: Main Line (310) 660-3593 and dial the extension. 

EOP&S/CARE 
SSVC 205A (x6195) 
& 205B (x3395)  

Puente Project 
SSVC 104E x3638  

HBCU Transfer 
Initiative 
SSVC 104 H x3632 

Supplemental Instruction 
SSVC 206 x3612 

Financial Aid & 
Scholarships 
SSVC 215 (x6038) 

Seeds Head Start 
Partnership 
ARTB 340 x3755 

International Student 
Program 
SSVC 104D x3431 

Transfer Center 
SSVC 102G x3408 

First Year 
Experience/Learning 
Communities 
SSVC 204 x6936  

Special Resource Center 
SRC (outside SSVC) x3295 
or x6047 

Women In Industry 
and Technology (WIT) 
TECH 104 B x6780 

Writing Center & Computer 
Lab 
HUM 122 x6136 

Foster & Kinship 
Education Program 
SSVC 216 x3585  

Student Athlete Independent 
Learning 
SSVC 104C x3531  

HBCU Transfer 
Initiative 
SSVC 104 H x3632 

Supplemental Instruction 
SSVC 206 x3612 

Graduation Initiative 
Project 
ADMIN 137 x3243 

Student Development Office 
Activities Center 160 x3504  

International Student 
Program 
SSVC 104D x3431 

Transfer Center 
SSVC 102G x3408 

Honors Transfer 
Program 
SSVC 1st Floor (in 
Counseling) x3815  

Student Health Center 
P.E. Building (near Pools) 
x3643 

Women In Industry 
and Technology (WIT) 
TECH 104 B x6780 

Writing Center & Computer 
Lab 
HUM 122 x6136 
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Friday, September 5, 2014 Last Day to Add (Full Semester Courses) 

Friday, September 5, 2014 Last Day to Drop Without Notation on Permanent Record 

Friday, September 5, 2014 Last Day to Drop/be Eligible for Enrollment Fee Refund  

Friday, November 14, 2014 Last Day to Drop with a “W” 
Our Final is December 12th 

 

Schedule:  (subject to change)Days we have films are not optional, you may 5 points for not attending 

Week Classroom; chapter to be covered Assignments and Exams 

08/30 Go over the syllabus 
1.Anthropology: What Are Its Subfields? 

 

09/05 2.Culture:  What Makes Us Strangers; 
When We Are Away From Home? Defining Culture 
Film: The Kogi 

 

09/12 3.Fieldwork:  How are Data Gathered 
Film: The Baka 

Assignment Due: Unintended 
Consequences of Innovation 

09/19 
Exam 1 

4.Language:  Is This What Makes Us Hum 
Film: Language and the Mind 

Class will begin: Exam 1 
Chapter 1-3 Scantron 882E 

09/26 
 

5.Subsistence Strategies and Resource Allocation 1:  
What Challenges Foragers  
Film- Out of Eden 

 

10/03 6.Subsistence Strategies and Resource Distribution 2:  
How Food Production Transformed Culture  
Film: The Corporation 

 

10/10 
Exam 2 

7. Marriage, Family and Residence:  What Are The 
Possibilities  
Film: The Zoe Marriage and Family 

Class will begin: Exam 2 
Chapters 4-6 Scantron 882E 

10/17 
 

8.Kinship and Descent:  Are These Ties That Bind? 
Films: Marriage in the Chimbu of Film:  Kinship and 
Descent 

 

10/24 9.Gender and Sexuality:  Nature or Nurture? 
Film: Tough Guys 

 

10/31 
Exam 3 

10.Political Order, Disorder and Social Control 
Film: The End of Poverty? 

Class will begin: Exam 3 
Chapters 7-9 Scantron 882E 

11/07 
 

11.Belief Systems How Do We Explain The 
Unexplained? 
Film:  The Burning Times 

Assignment Due:  Why Can’t 
People Feed Themselves 

11/14 12. Expression: Is This Art? 
Film:  The US Vs. John Lennon – 
 The arts are a social and human mirror 

Research Paper is due: 
 

11/21 
Exam 4 

13.Culture Change and Globalization 
Film: Women and Globalization 

Class will begin: Exam 4 
Chapters 10-12 Scantron 

882E 

11/28 Fall Break  

12/05 14.Applying Anthropology 
Film: Earth and the American Dream 

 

12/12 
Exam 5 

 
Scantron 882E Final Exam Chapter 13-14 

SLOA Quiz - Final Exam 
Chapters 13-14  

 


