
 
 
                                                                                                                       

        
 

 
El Camino College/Compton Center 
Childhood Education Department 

http://www.elcamino.edu/academics/behavioralsocial/childhooded/index.asp 
 

Preparing Childhood Education Professionals and Life-long Learners 
 
 

The mission of the El Camino College Childhood Education Program is to provide relevant coursework, exemplary role 
models, and sound pedagogy to successfully prepare childhood educators to earn the required permits or degrees that 
will enable them to teach in diverse settings, to positively influence students and families in their communities, and to 
serve as advocates for children and the childhood education profession.  

 
 
 

 CDEV 115 -  Introduction to Curriculum 
3 units (Fall 2014) 

Section 2161 
Thursdays 2:00-5:10pm    

Class Location: ARTB 311  
 

 
 

Instructor:         Michelle Moen, M.A. 
Office:                ARTB 326E 
Phone:               310-660-3593  x 3571        
Email:                mmoen@elcamino.edu  or  michellemoen@aol.com 
 
Office Hours:     Mondays          5:30pm  -6:30pm 
                            Tuesdays       12:00pm-  1:00pm 
                            Wednesdays  12:00pm-  1:00pm 
                                                     5:30pm-  6:30pm 
                            Thursdays      12:00pm - 1:00pm 
                            By appointment/before or after class 
 
 
 
 
Prerequisite: Child Development 103 with a minimum grade of C or equivalent or concurrent enrollment. 
 
 
Required Text and Materials 
 

1. Curtis, D. & Carter, M. (2008).  Learning Together With Young Children: A Curriculum Framework for Reflective 
Teachers.  St. Paul, MN:  Redleaf Press. 

2. Gussin Paley, V. (1988). Mollie is Three: Growing up in School. Chicago, ILL:  University of Chicago Press. 
3. CDEV 115 Course packet (available at the Campus Book Store) 

 4.    Students will furnish materials and supplies necessary for preparation and presentation of learning activities. 
5.    Additional handouts will be given in class. 

 

 
 

http://www.elcamino.edu/academics/behavioralsocial/childhooded/index.asp
mailto:mmoen@elcamino.edu
mailto:michellemoen@aol.com
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Course Description:  
This course presents an overview of knowledge and skills related to providing appropriate curriculum and environments for young 
children from birth to age six. Students will examine the teacher's role in supporting development and fostering an enthusiasm for 
learning for all young children using observation and assessment strategies emphasizing the essential role of play. An overview 
of content areas will include language and literacy, social and emotional learning, sensory learning, art and creativity, music and 
movement, and math and science. 
 
 
Course Objectives: Upon successful completion of this course, the students will be able to: 
 

1. Define, explain, and apply constructivist theories such as those proposed by Piaget and Vygotsky to play based curriculum. 
2. Compare and contrast play based curriculum that supports children in all domains of development. 
3. Understand and articulate the role and influence of schedules and routines in relation to children’s learning. 
4. Define major content areas of content learning for young children. 
5. Discuss activities, materials and approaches which most effectively support learning in inclusive childhood classrooms. 
6. Develop curriculum that addresses the development of social skills including self-regulation and self-help skills. 
7. Develop activity plans that promote the development of emergent skills and support the progression of constructivist theorists. 
8. Demonstrate how theories support children’s learning through the curriculum areas such as literacy and language arts, math, 

science, creative art and music and movement. 
9. Develop curriculum that affirms and respects culture, ethnicity, children with special needs, and English Language Learners 

(ELL). 
10. Evaluate the teacher’s role in best practices in development, implementation and assessment of curriculum in the program. 
11. Articulate the need and importance of developing observational and assessment skills in order to develop a curriculum that 

supports the needs of children and implements current standards of best practices. 
12. Develop, design and evaluate age appropriate foundations in all key curriculum areas that demonstrates an awareness and 

understanding of children’s development learning processes. 
13. List and explain the key elements of the environment in enhancing the program and curriculum in program setting. 
14. Describe inclusive practices in curriculum planning and assessment with children and families. 
15. Identify and describe key ways in which the environment functions as an essential component of children’s learning.  
16. Demonstrate through written curriculum plans, familiarity with appropriate materials, equipment and teaching approaches that 

support optimum learning and development for all young children. 
 
 
Student Learning Outcomes (Overarching learning goals for this course): 
 

SLO #1 Positively Influencing Development   
Investigate and apply developmentally appropriate principles and teaching strategies to positively influence all young 
children's development and acquisition of knowledge and skills. 

 
SLO #2 Anti-bias Curriculum   
Design and implement curriculum based on observation and assessment to support play and learning using developmental, 
inclusive and anti-bias principles in collaboration with families to support all children 

 
SLO #3 Active Learning Activities   
Plan, implement, and evaluate active learning activities for children in developmental domains (social, emotional, physical, 
cognitive, and language) and curriculum areas (math, science, music, movement, creative arts, language and motor skills). 

 
 
 
Attendance Policy:  
       Attendance is vital to understanding the course material. It is expected that students will come to class prepared to discuss 
the assigned readings and participate in relevant discussions and activities.  Information and activities will be presented in class 
that may not be available in the texts.  Therefore, students should strive to attend every class session. After three (3) absences, 
you may be excluded from the class or receive a failing grade.  If it is past the drop deadline you WILL receive an “F”. There are 
no exceptions to this policy. Please keep a close eye on your attendance.  
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     Students are also expected to be punctual to class. Roll is taken at the beginning of the class hour.  It is the student’s 
responsibility to inform the instructor at the end of class if you arrive late, have personal/medical emergencies affecting your 
attendance, obtain information about missed classes from fellow students, and officially drop a class if you stop attending. 
 
     If you are having difficulty in meeting course deadlines or in understanding course materials, you are expected to discuss 
your situation with the instructor before it jeopardizes your grade for the course. Contact me so that we can develop some 
strategies to help you make this a valuable learning experience. Most problems can be solved or at least worked with, before 
they become serious.  
 
     You will also be participating in a variety of activities throughout the semester.  All activities must be completed during class 
time.  It is imperative that you are regular in attendance and active in all classroom activities.  There are no make-ups for class 
activities.   
 
 
Drop Policy: 
     The College catalog states that regular attendance is expected of every student.  You are allowed a maximum of three (3) 
absences or you may be dropped from the class.  If it is past the drop deadline, you will receive an F.  It is your responsibility to 
drop the class. Refer to the current El Camino’s Schedule of Classes for more detailed guidelines. 
 
 
Withdrawl and/or Incomplete Policies:  
     Refer to the current El Camino’s Schedule of Classes for more detailed guidelines. 
 
My ECC 
www.elcamino.edu.  Click on MYECC.   Access MYECC for email, services like adding, dropping and paying for classes, obtaining 
unofficial transcripts, etc.     
 
 
ADA Statement / Students with Special Needs:   
     El Camino College is committed to providing educational accommodations for students with disabilities upon the timely 
request by the student to the instructor. A student with a disability, who would like to request an academic accommodation, is 
responsible for identifying herself/himself to the instructor and to the Special Resources Center. To make arrangements for 
academic accommodations, contact the Special Resources Center.  
 
     Please inform the instructor during the first week of classes of any disability or special needs that you have that may require 
specific arrangements related to attending class sessions, carrying out class assignments, or writing paper examinations. 
 
 
Academic Honesty:    
     Each student is responsible for their own work, including test answers, in-class exercises, written assignments, and oral 
presentations.  In college students are expected to cite and reference their material. When you are quoting another author, either 
directly or indirectly, always reference them by using a citation. Plagiarism is not acceptable.  If a student plagiarizes, the student 
will be assigned an automatic zero on the paper with no possibility of resubmitting the assignment. Also students found to have 
engaged in academic dishonesty are subject to review as per college policy.  
 
     A guideline for APA style cite and references will be provided to avoid issues of plagiarism and to develop ones skill for proper 
writing technique. If you have any questions about what constitutes plagiarism or cheating, please ask the instructor.  We will 
discuss these standards in class.   
 
     The El Camino and Compton College faculty, staff, and administration are dedicated to maintaining an optimal learning 
environment and will not tolerate academic dishonesty. 
 
 
Classroom Rules of Conduct: 
The best policy is to treat others, as you would like to be treated. This includes, but is not limited to: 
 

1. Listening quietly and respectfully when others speak. 

http://www.elcaminio.edu/
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2. Arriving on time and staying for the whole class period. 
3. Speak your opinion without judging others. 
4. Being a good communicator of your ideas and opinions, i.e., speaking loudly enough for all to hear when you have the 

floor. 
5. Turn off (or put on silent mode) all cell phones, pagers and anything else that rings, beeps, or buzzes during class. 

 
If all observe the above policies, we can create an enjoyable, interesting and respectful learning community. 

 
 

 
Course Projects and Assessment Policies 

 
 

You will be given a folder file, which is to be turned into the instructor each week, along with any assignments due that day.  Please 
initial your attendance at the beginning of each class meeting (on the sheet inside of the folder/file. 
 
 
Assignment Guidelines 
 
     All students are expected to produce college-level work. One of the goals of this class is to prepare students to be successful 
professionals.  Part of having a successful image is the ability to produce neat, legible, coherent, and grammatically correct written 
materials. All of the written papers and assignments need to be typed in a 12 point Times New Roman (or Arial) font, double 
spaced, and have a 1” margin from all sides. (Exceptions are made ONLY if arrangements are made with me ahead of time). Please 
include a cover page on assignments with your name, class, title of the assignment and due date.   
 
     All written papers will be evaluated for clarity, coherence, grammatical correctness, and reflectivity of the writer. It is strongly 
recommended that students have someone else proof read assignments prior to turning them in. Students may also seek individualized 
help provided by El Camino’s Writing Resource Lab for your written papers.   You may also meet with a tutor at the Learning Resource 
Center in the library. Good writing skills are essential to your success in college. Ten percent (10%) of the project’s total points will be 
deducted for grammatical/structural/typological errors.  
 
     Ten (10) percent of the assignment’s total points (equivalent to one letter grade) will be deducted (per week) for late projects (other 
than chapter assignments and articles which may NOT be submitted late).  You may resubmit your FIRST ACTIVITY PLAN to improve 
your grade.  You have one week in which to turn in the revised paper.  You must include the original with this upgrade.  There are 
no make up-assignments or extra credit.  Also please make copies of your assignment before submitting them and do NOT put 
assignments in individual plastic covers. 

 
     If you choose to email me assignments, please refer to the syllabus section regarding classroom policies towards emailed 
assignments. 

     All assignments must be turned in on the established due dates and are due at the beginning of class (INCLUDING EMAILED 
ASSIGNMENTS). If you are late to class, your assignment will be considered late. Students should save all graded assignments for 
their portfolio and in case grade verification is ever needed.  Detailed descriptions of all assignments will be given in class.   
 
 

Late Assignments 
     Ten (10) percent of the assignment’s total points (equivalent to one letter grade) will be deducted (per week) for late projects 
(other than chapter work, article reading assignments, and “loose parts” which may NOT be submitted late).  You may resubmit 
your FIRST ACTIVITY PLAN to improve your grade.  You have one week in which to turn in the revised paper.  You must 
include the original with this upgrade.  There are no make- up assignments or extra credit in this class.  Note the course 
schedule for the last day to submit late assignments. 

 
 
Emailed Assignments 
     Assignments may be e-mailed to the instructor on or before the due date. You may either embed the assignment into the email OR 
send it in a MicroSoft Word document. If you choose to email me assignments, you need to provide a hard copy (for me to grade) the 
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following week after it was due. Failing to do so will result in further point deductions. Emailed assignments are still subject to point 
deductions IF they are emailed past the due date.  Also, technical problems will not be allowed as excuses. 
 
 
Methods of Evaluation and Grading 
     Evaluation of student’s work is based on college level standards of proficiency, which are set out in grading rubrics for most every 
assignment.  Many assignments will also provide the opportunity for the student to complete a self assessment.  
 
 

Course grades will be based on the number of points you have earned out of 600 possible points in the course. Points will be 
available as follows: 
 

Assignment Possible Points Points Earned 
Textbook Chapter  Assignments @ 10 points         80  
Class participation         50  
17 Article Prompts/Reflections @ 5 points         85  
Loose parts          10  
Shrine Art Activity & Presentation         35  
Individual Activity Plans  
     *There are 2 activity plans total 

  (50 each) 
Total: 100    

 

Professional Development Day/Report         50  
Library/Book Investigation          50  
Mollie is Three         50  
Demonstration Play Day         50  
Final Exam         50    
TOTAL POINTS       600  

 

 
At the end of the semester, I will add your scores on the projects and assign grades as follows:   
  

A 90-100% of the possible points         (540 - 600) 
B 80-89% of the possible points           (480 - 539) 
C 70-79% of the possible points           (420 - 479) 
D 60-69% of the possible points           (360 - 419) 
F 59% or fewer of the possible points  (359 or less) 

 
 
Extra Credit   
There will be no make-up assignments offered in this course.  
 
Also this course does NOT use +/- grading. If you would like me to forward your “unofficial” grade, please leave a post card (purchased 
from the bookstore) or a self-addressed, stamped envelope (SASE) with a card inside. 
 
 
College-Level Writing Requirements 
     Evaluation of student’s work is based on college level standards of proficiency, which are set out in grading rubrics for most every 
assignment. Papers must be college-level and edited for spelling and grammar.   
 
     If you are having trouble, you can meet with a tutor at the Learning Resources Center in the library, or go to the El Camino Writing 
Center. Good writing skills are essential to your success in college. 
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El Camino College Support Services:                                                                  Main phone number 310-660-3593 
Childhood Education Department Office ARTB 326  Ext. 3573 
Writing Center Humanities 122  Ext. 3873 
Learning Resources Center Library NW wing-2nd 

floor 
 Ext. 3511 

Health Center Health Center  Ext. 3643 
EOPS  (Extended Opportunity Program and Services)                             Student Services 

Rooms 202-203 
 310.660.3464 

Special Resources Center Student Services 
(East side) 

310.660.3295 

Behavioral Social Science Teacher Preparation/Financial 
Aide/Counselor   

Student services 
Room 212 

Ext. 3563 –Cheryl Kroll 
Ext. 3402-Yamonte  
                 Cooper 

Tutoring Center  Library West wing- 
upstairs 

 Ext. 3511 

Permit Specialist  (part time) 
                              * Email Nubia Cornejo at  ncornejo@elcamino.edu 

ARTB 340    Ext. 3755 

Teacher  Resource Room  (TRR) 
                                              *Note hours posted by door 

ArtB 313  

 
 
Communication is Key 
     If you are struggling with or have a question about any of the concepts that I am presenting in class please do not hesitate to talk to 
me about it. We can talk on the phone, you can fax me, e-mail me, meet during my office hours, or you can make an appointment. If 
you are an ESL student, or if you have any areas that you need assistance please contact me so that we can develop some strategies 
to help you make this a valuable learning experience. 
 
 

 
Course Assignments 

 
 

 
1.  Textbook Chapter Assignments   Most every time you have a reading in the textbook, you will submit a paper listing five (5) new 
concepts you have gained from the reading.  The concepts should be typed (or handwritten VERY neatly) on a separate sheet of 
paper and will be collected and graded each week as indicated on the syllabus. Detailed descriptions of chapter assignments will be 
given in class.  Late chapter assignments will not be accepted. 
 
  Due: Ongoing                                          Points: 70 (10 points per chapter) 
 

*Note: Chapter 8 should be read, but will not have any required chapter work to be completed. 
 
2.  Class participation and attendance:  All students are expected to read required assignments prior to the class meeting (for which it 
was assigned) and to engage in constructive critical dialog during class time as well as complete in class assignments. Students are 
also expected to show active listening skills, allowing all class members to be heard with equity.   
 
It is the student’s responsibility to obtain any information presented in the class in the event of an absence.  Handouts may not be 
available from the instructor after the date of presentation.  Due to the structure of the class, it is highly recommended that students 
attend all class sessions and keep up with the reading assignments. Make a copy of assignments submitted to avoid the potential loss 
of assignments. 

 
Students will receive partial points (throughout the semester) on their in-class participation.  There will be ten (10) different participation 
exercises and each will be worth 5 points.  These may be paper-and-pencil, but are often group discussion and/or activities. 
Assignment of class participation points is at the discretion of the instructor based on individual student performance as noted above. 
 
             Due: Ongoing                                                                           Points: 50  
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3. Seventeen (17) Article Prompts/Reflections: The course packet contains 35 articles, 17 of which have article prompts that are 
designed to help collect your work, thoughts, and feelings about the article readings. We will be discussing many of them during 
class time. A separate handout will be distributed with details.  You will need to provide a binder to keep the articles organized.  
Late article reflections will not be accepted. There will be seventeen (17) articles/reflections @ 5 points= 85 points.  
               
                           Due:  Ongoing                                                                                                   Total Points: 85  (5 points each) 
 
 
4.  Shrine Art Activity and Presentation: What will children really believe you take seriously and care deeply about? Children need to 
see that you really care about; what brings you joy and sadness.  Using a piece of cardstock/cereal box, create an (approximate) 8” x 
5” shrine (tri-fold display) that displays things about you that would be appropriate to share with a class.  You may use photographs, 
embellishment/scrapbooking type of treasures, buttons, etc.  Some class time and materials will be devoted to creating the shrines. 
Students will present their shrines to the class on the designated day. We will review the instructions in class 1-2 weeks before it is 
due. 
 
                            Due:   Sept. 11                                                                                                 Points: 35 
 
 
5. Loose Parts: Loose parts are great for creative play. They are materials that can be  

moved, carried, combined, redesigned, lined up, and taken apart and put back  
together in multiple ways. They are materials with no specific set of directions that 

       can be used alone or combined with other materials.  
 
       Bring a small ziplock bag of “loose parts” to our CDEV 115 class (to donate to  
       our class, the Teacher Resource Room, and/or a Child Development Center).   
       We will use them for a project and then donate them. They can be loose parts 
       for either outdoors or indoors.                                                    
                                                                         
                                                                      Examples of Loose Parts 
                          
                           Due:  Sept. 25                                                    Points: 10 
 
 
6 .Library/Book Investigation You will need to visit a public library (not a school library) and locate 2 books from each of the 
following categories: non-fiction, fiction, “tender/sensitive topics” (or bibliotherapy) for a total of 6 books.   In a 2-4 page 
typewritten paper, you will address the information stated in the additional handout.  
   
                                 Due: Oct. 16                                                                  Points: 50  
 
 
7.  Mollie is Three Reflections:   
This assignment will help you to reflect upon the book Mollie is Three.  A handout with specific details for each reflection will be 
provided. There will be 2 reflections @ 25 points = 50 points total. 
 
                                Due dates: Reflection # 1 -   Oct. 23                                                          
                                                  Reflection #2 –   Nov. 20                                                         Points: 50 
 
 8. Activity Plans:  This semester you will write two (2) activity plans, one for each of the following categories: 
 

A. Math or Science or Language Arts or Music – make sure it is Group/Collaborative oriented  (due Oct. 2) 
 
*The Group/Collaborative focus can be used for any curriculum area (math, science, music, language arts, creative arts, 
etc.) as long as the main activity is one in which your entire class works together (as a large group) and the end result is that 
it will bring them closer together (as a community of friends). 
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B. Math or Science or Language Arts or Music - make sure it is Nature oriented  (due Nov. 13) 
 
*The Nature focus may also be used for any curriculum area. Be sure the nature portion is authentic. For instance, bring in 
REAL items from nature (leaves, tree bark, live fish, real flowers, shells, etc.), rather than just talking about them/nature. 

 
Select a curriculum area and develop a learning activity plan based on a theme that can be integrated into the total curriculum for a 
day.  Be sure to work around the assigned focus for each activity plan (ie: group/collaborative, nature).   
 
In a two-to three-page paper, include the developmental objectives, concepts, procedures and theme-based integrated related 
activities to further develop or enhance the concepts and objectives presented in the plan.  An additional handout will be provided as 
well as gone over (thoroughly) in class. 
 
Activity plans should be typed double-spaced using a standard 12 pt. font, and using the format provided by the instructor.  You may 
resubmit your FIRST ACTIVITY PLAN to improve your grade.  You have one week in which to turn in the revised paper.  You must 
include the original with this upgrade.   
                                             
                               Due dates posted above                                                                                 Points:  100 (50 points each) 
 
 
 
9.  Professional Development Opportunity.  Students will be required to attend one professional development event in the field of early 
childhood education (ECE).  They may attend an event sponsored by and held at El Camino College or attend an off-site event (with 
instructor pre-approval). The event must focus on attitudes, skills, knowledge, and/or practices in the field of ECE.  
 
On Saturday morning, October 4, 2014  the Child Development Department will offer a free 2 hour workshop related to Child 
Development.   
 
On Saturday, November 22, 2014 the Child Development faculty at El Camino, along with B.C.A.E.Y.C. (Beach Cities Association for 
the Education of Young Children) will host a morning of Professional Development Workshops. Teachers, mentors, supervisors, 
directors etc. are encouraged to attend the event. Workshop details (regarding presenters, topics, room location, and time frame) will 
provided by the instructors early in the semester.  Please pre-register (before November 1st) for this professional development 
conference by contacting Michelle Moen at mmoen@elcamino.edu or michellemoen@aol.com . Space is limited, so register early. 
 
   Due:    Reports will be due in class the following week. Specific dates are listed below. 
               Thurs. October 9th (if you attend the on-campus event on Sat. October 4th) 
       OR  Thurs. December 4th   (if you attend the on-campus event on Sat. November 22nd) 
       OR   one (1) week after the off-campus event (The last day to submit off-site reports is Dec. 4th) 
 
                                                                                                                                                        Points:  50 
 
 
10.  Demonstration Play Day:  Students will create a learning experience based on the curriculum area assigned for young children and 
present it to your classmates on each assigned due date.   Each student will submit their individual/self-evaluation (following the 
presentation).  Detailed information regarding this assignment will be provided in a class hand out. 
 
                                         Due: Dec. 4                                                                                            Points:  50  
 
 
11. Final Exam/Presentation:  This exam will be an oral presentation given to the class, approximately 3-5 minutes in length.  You can 
prepare whatever props or papers you need to help you in your presentation.  Please note that failure to attend or participate may 
result in a 50% deduction of your final grade.   An additional handout will be provided which contains helpful guidelines for the 
assignment/exam. 
 
                                         Due: Dec. 11                                                                                           Points:      50 
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Course Calendar 
The following class schedule is designed to address the course requirements as outlined by El Camino Community College.  Dates of 
lectures and activities are tentative based on the pace of the course throughout the session. 
 
Week Date Major Topics and Reading Assignments 

Read Chapters Prior to  Class Meeting 
         Reading 
     Assignment Due 
(to be read by this date) 

Due  
at the beginning of 

class 

Week    
1 Aug. 28 

 
Introductions and Student Information sheets 
Getting Acquainted – Code of Cooperation  
 
Overview of syllabus and course content  
     *Chapter Work 
     *Article Reviews/Reflections 
     *Shrine Assignment 
     
The Whole Child/Domains of Development 
National Associate for the Education of Young Children 
         (NAEYC) 
 

Article 1: Joy in Early 
Childhood Programs 

 
 
 
 
 
Purchase textbook(s) 
and course packet 

Week
2 Sept. 4 

 
Joy, Trust, and a Sense of Wonder (How to provide 
Social/Emotional Learning environments based on delight 
and engagement) 
 
Reflective Teacher Practices 
 
The Importance of Play 
Piaget  (theorist) 
Children as Sensory Learners 
 
 
Class time to work on shrines due next week 
 
And overview assignments: 
             *Loose parts 
             *Mollie is Three  
             *Library/Book Investigation  

 
Article 1: Joy in Early 
Childhood Programs  
(continued from last 
week) 
 
Article 2: Speaking 
out for Play-Based 
Learning (read only, 
no reflections) 
 
Article 3:  Helping 
Teachers Address 
Academic Learning 
 
Article 4: Just 
Wondering 
 
Chapter 1 

 
 
 
 
 
 
Bring a flashlight! 

Week
3 Sept. 11 

 
Optional Workshop: Complete Activity Plan  
                                Instructions Reviewed in Class 
 
 
 
Shrine presentations 
 

Article 5:  Being Real 
for Children 
 
Article 6:  Creating 
Environments for 
Relationships (read 
only, no reflections) 
 

Chapter 2 
 
Mollie is Three 
Read the Foreword 
and chapters 1-13 

 
 
 
“Shrine” 
Assignment 
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Week
4 Sept. 18 

Learning Centers 
(Outdoor and Indoor environments) 
 
Components of Learning Environments (Physical, 
Temporal,  Interpersonal, Aesthetics)  
 
Out of class assignment 
 
Work on Library/Book Investigation assignment 
 

 
Article 7: Loose Parts 
and Learning on the 
Playground 
 
Chapter 3 
Chapter 4 
 

 
 
 
 

Week 
5 Sept. 25 

The Environment as Teacher 
Class Activity: Loose Parts 
 
 
 
 
Language Arts Curriculum 
 
 
Dramatic Play 
 
 
 
Review Library/Book Investigation assignment, if 
needed 
 

 
Article 8: You Can 
Make Circle Time 
Developmentally 
Appropriate 
 
Article 9: Fairy Tales 
Enhance.(read only, 
no reflections)                    
 
 Article 10: The 
Meaning of Marks… 
(read only) 
 
Article 11: 
Encouraging 
Preschooler’s Early 
Writing Efforts 
(read only) 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
Bring your  
“loose parts” to 
class today! 
(worth 10 points) 
 

Week
6 Oct. 2 

 
 
 
 
Creative Art Curriculum  
 
 
Promoting creativity 
Creativity versus Time 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
Article 12: Learning 
To See Yourself as 
An Artist 
 
Article 13:  Active 
Learning Through Art 
 
Article 14:  Art for All 
Children: A 
Conversation about 
Inclusion (read only) 
 
Mollie is Three 
Read chapters 14-27 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
Activity Plan 1 
(Group oriented) 
 
 
*Wear “old” clothes 
today as we will be 
getting messy! 
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Week
7 Oct. 9 

Types of Curriculum 
1. Emergent  
2. Webbed - Integrated 
3. Themes 
4. Project Approach 
 
Vygotsky (theorist) & Scaffolding (“coaching”) 
Role of Schedules and Routines 
 
 
Overview of  Assignment: 
     * Mollie is Three (reflection # 1) 
 

 
Article 15:  
Adventure 
Playgrounds and 
Outdoor Safety Issues 
(reflection is due) 
 
Article 16:  Kids 
Gotta Move: Adapting 
Movement 
Experiences for 
Children with Differing 
Abilities (read only, 
no reflection is due) 
 
Article 17:  Roughing 
as a Style of Play 
(read only) 
 
Chapter 5 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Professional 
Development Report 
(for attending  
Oct. 4th event) 
 

Week 
8 Oct. 16 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Music and Movement Curriculum 
(includes Creative Movement) 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Article 18: The Role 
of Music in Your 
Classroom  
(read only) 
 
Article 19:  For the 
Love of Music (read 
only, no reflections) 
 
Article 20: Learning 
Through Music: The 
Support of Brain 
Research 
 
Article 21:  Helping 
Teachers Become 
Comfortable with 
Creative Dramatics  

 
 
Activity Plan 1 
revision (optional) 
 
 
Library Investigation 
*Bring children’s book 
to class (to share 
today) 
 
 
 
*Wear comfortable 
clothes as we will be 
going/moving outside 
for part of the class 
today. 

Week
9 Oct. 23 Math Curriculum  

 Article 22: Early 
Math: It’s More Than 
Numbers 
 
Article 23:  Block 
Play is For All 
Children (read only) 
 
Article 24: Enriching 
the Possibilities of 
Block Play (read 
only, no reflections) 
 
Mollie is Three 
Read chapters 28-36 

 
 
 
 
Mollie is Three 
Reflection # 1 
 
 
Math Snack food item 
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Week
10 

Oct. 30 
 

Science Curriculum  
 
Nature Appreciation: Learning with Nature 
 
 
 
 
Overview/ Review 2nd Activity Plan focus 
 

Article 25:  Put Away 
the Science Activity 
Books and Tune in to 
Your Science Senses! 
 
Article 26: Helping 
children Learn to Love 
the Earth….. 
 
Article 27:  Visual-
Spatial Defined (read 
only, no reflection) 

 
 
 
 
 

Week
11 Nov. 6 

The Value of Play 
 
 
Various Theories and Approaches to Curriculum: 
1. Reggio 
2. Montessori 
3. Waldorf 
4. High Scope 
 
 
 
 
Overview of Assignments: 
     *Demonstration Play Day 
     *Mollie is Three (reflection #2)  
 
Movie: Starting at Square One (with Bev Bos) 

Article 28: Unpacking 
My Questions and 
Images…..(read only, 
no reflections) 
 
Article 29:  
Purposeful Work – A 
Montessori 
Approach…. 
(read only) 
 
Article 30: Frequently 
Asked Questions: 
About Waldorf 
Education (read only) 
 
Chapter 6  
Chapter 7 

 
 
 
 
 

Week
12 Nov. 13 

 
Observation, Assessment and Documentation 
State Standards, Desired Results, Foundations, 
Frameworks 
Formal Assessment Tools 
Accreditation Standards Regarding Curriculum 
 

Article 31: 
Documenting Play 
(read only) 
 
Mollie is Three 
Read chapters 37-47  
and Epilogue 

 
 
Activity Plan # 2 
(Nature related) 

Week
13 Nov. 20 

 
Individual Learning Styles and Modalities 
Curriculum to Supporting the Whole Child’s Development 
Inclusion  
Developmental Theory  and Curriculum Development 
 
 
 

Article 32: 20 Ways 
to Encourage 
Children’s 
Resourcefulness and 
Creativity 
Article 33:  Too Much 
and Too Many… 
Article 34:  A Manner 
of Speaking (read 
only) 
Article 35:  
Welcoming All 
Abilities: What Will 
Happen? 
 
Chapter 8 
(read only, no chapter 
work due) 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Mollie is Three 
Reflection # 2 
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Week
14 Nov. 27  

Campus Holiday (no class) 
 
 

 
 

Week
15 Dec. 4 

 
 
 
 
Demonstration Play Day 
 
 
 
 
Overview of Final Exam 
 

 

Professional 
Development Report 
(for attending Nov. 
22nd event) 
 
Last Day to submit 
late assignments or to 
turn in (hardcopies of) 
emailed assignments 
 
 
Demonstration Play 
Day 

Week
16 Dec. 11 Final Oral Exam and Class Party  

 
The  Final exam 
is due at the 
BEGINNING of 
class 
 

 
 


