
ANTH 2:  Introduction to Cultural Anthropology 

 Section 2047, Tuesday 6-9:10pm, ArtB Room 334 

El Camino, Fall 2014 

 

Instructor:  Kirsten Olson      Email: kolson@elcamino.edu 

Office:   ArtB 320, by appt.      Phone: (310) 660-3593 ext. 4378 

 

Required Materials:   

    Ferraro, G. and S. Andreatta 

Cultural Anthropology, An Applied Perspective, 10th Edition, 2015. Wadsworth, Cengage 

Learning. ISBN: 9781285738499 

 

Course Description: This course will provide students with an introduction to anthropological theory as 

well as a cross cultural understanding of human behavior. Emphasis will be placed on subsistence 

strategies, marriage, kinship, sociopolitical, economic and religious systems along with the effects of 

cultural change.  

 

Course Objectives:  

1. Identify the fields of anthropology and major subfields of cultural anthropology and explain which 

aspect of the human condition each field addresses.  

2. Identify and explain each of the major concepts that make up the anthropological perspective.  

3. List and assess the different methodologies utilized by cultural anthropologists in the field. 

4. Analyze the changes exhibited in the ethnographic description of non-Western social groups from the 

19th century to the present.  

5. Analyze each aspect of culture (learned, shared, symbolic, patterned, adaptive, ever-changing) and 

discuss the major theoretical schools associated with each perspective.  

6. Assess the importance of language in human communication and outline and explain each of the 

approaches used to the study of human languages.  

7. Compare and contrast the various subsistence strategies (modes of production) utilized by human 

societies as they interact with the environment.  

8. Compare and contrast the systems of exchange typical of foragers, pastoralists, horticulturalists, and 

agriculturalists.  

9. Assess the importance of surplus in the development of social stratification.  

10. Describe and analyze the major kinship systems and types of marriages present in human societies, 

and reflected by cross-cultural studies.  

11. Evaluate the importance of gender studies in anthropology and identify the socioeconomic factors 

that influence the status of women in societies around the world.  

12. Describe and analyze the various levels of sociopolitical organization achieved by human societies.  

13. Assess the criteria for social stratification and the potential for social mobility.  

14. Compare and contrast the characteristics and functions of religious beliefs and practices by making 

reference to the level of political organization (band, tribe, chiefdom, state) achieved by a society.  

15. Evaluate the factors that account for the emergence of Movements of Revitalization in modern as well 

as in traditional societies.  

16. Assess the effects of European expansion and colonization, industrialism, and globalization on 

developing nations in general and on indigenous groups in particular. 

 

Student Learning Outcomes:  1) On an objective exam, students will demonstrate an understanding of 

the holistic approach in anthropology by identifying the appropriate definition.  2) In an in-class objective 

mailto:kolson@elcamino.edu


assignment, students will demonstrate their understanding of subsistence strategies by identifying three 

of the four types recognized by anthropologists and by explaining five features that correspond to each. 

3) In an in-class objective assignment, students will demonstrate their understanding of political 

organization by identifying the four types recognized by anthropologists and by explaining three features 

that correspond to each. 

 

ADA Statement:  

El Camino College is committed to providing educational accommodations for students with disabilities 

upon the timely request by the student to the instructor. A student with a disability, who would like to 

request an academic accommodation, is responsible for identifying herself/himself to the instructor and 

to the Special Resource Center. To make arrangements for academic accommodations, contact the 

Special Resource Center.  

 

Student Code of Conduct:  

http://www.elcamino.edu/administration/board/boarddocs/5500%20%20Academic%20Honesty.pdf  

 

Student Rights and Grievances Procedure 5530: 

http://www.elcamino.edu/administration/board/policies.asp 

 

Requirements and Grades: The majority of your grade will be based upon three exams, each worth 100 

points.  You will receive study guides before each exam.  Short in-class assignments will constitute 

another 20 points.  These assignments involve materials presented in class, including reading assignments 

and video questions—there will be no make-ups.  Lastly, there will be one kinship assignment worth 30 

points and one ethnographic writing assignment worth 50 points. The class point total is 400 points.  

Extra credit may be assigned at the end of the course; extra credit points will not be available to those 

with more than two unexcused absences.  Course grades will be assigned according to the following 

scale: 

 

Course Grade Points     

A 400-360 Exam #1______________/100 

B 359-320 Exam #2______________/100 

C 319-280 Exam #3______________/100 

D 279-240 Kinship Project_______/30 

F 239 and below. Ethnography_________/50 

 Class Work___________/20 

 Extra Credit___________ 

 

Attendance/Classroom Policy:  Roll will be taken at the beginning of each class.  You must attend 

regularly and arrive on-time in order to pass the course.  Students with two consecutive weeks of 

unexcused absences may be dropped from the course.  There will be no make-up exams unless you 

have made prior arrangements with me.  Only valid, documented emergencies will be considered 

reasonable excuses for missing exams.   

 

Please arrive to class ready to listen and learn.  Much lecture material does not appear in the text and 

films will be shown that are not available at the library.  You will be held responsible for this material on 

exams; thus, your full participation and attention is necessary.  In the classroom, this entails putting away 

all cell phones/PDAs/laptops etc. for the duration of lecture. 

 



 

 

Class Schedule: 

NOTE:  SCHEDULE SUBJECT TO CHANGE! **Specific Readings assigned in class. 

Week 1 Topics Readings ** 

8/26 Introduction to Anthropology 

What is Anthropology/Culture Concept 

Chapter 1 

Chapter 2 

Week 2 **9/1:  No Classes, Labor Day  

9/2 Applied Anthropology  

Theorizing Culture 

Chapter 3 

Chapter 4 

Week 3 **9/5:  Last Day to ADD, Last Day to DROP with REFUND  

9/9 Studying Culture 

Fieldwork, Ethnography 

Chapter 5 

Week 4   

9/16 Communication and Language Chapter 6 

Week 5   

9/23 EXAM #1: Bring a Scantron (882E)   

Week 6   

9/30 Making a Living, Subsistence Chapter 7 

Week 7   

10/7 Economics and Exchange Chapter 8 

Week 8   

10/14 Marriage and Family  

Patterns of Kinship, Kinship Project 

Chapter 9 

Chapter 10 

Week 9   

10/21 Identity: Race, Sex and Gender Chapter 11 

Week 10   

10/28 Social Class and Stratification  Chapter 12 

Week 11   

11/4 EXAM#2: Bring a Scantron (882E)  

Week 12 ** 11/14: Last day to drop with a “W”  

11/11 No Classes, Veteran’s Day  

Week 13   

11/18 Political Organization, Social Control Chapter 13 

Week 14 **11/27:  Thanksgiving Holiday begins   

11/25 Belief Systems, World Religion Chapter 14 

Week 15   

12/2 Expressive Culture/Art  

Globalization, Development and Cultural Change 

Chapter 15 

Chapter 16 

Week 16    

12/9 EXAM #3: Bring a Scantron 

Ethnography Papers Due 

 

 


