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History of Asian Civilizations Ancient - 1600 

History 175 section 2425 

Monday & Wednesday 7:45-9:10 AM Room Soc. Sci. 118 

Instructor: Edgar Pacas 

Contact information: 

epacas@elcamino.edu 

Office Art Bldg. Room 320 

Office hours TBA 

Course Syllabus: 
 

History 175 (formerly History 14A) 

History of Asian Civilizations to 1600 

3 units; 3 hours lecture 

Recommended Preparation: eligibility for English 1A 

Credit, degree applicable Transfer CSU, UC 

 

This course surveys on the political, economic, social, and cultural development of Asian 

civilizations from earliest times to 1600. Emphasis is placed on the experiences of India, China, 

Japan, Korea, and Southeast Asia and their interactions. Topics include the emergence of the 

earliest Asian civilizations, the development of major religious and philosophical traditions, the 

rise of regional and imperial states, and the impact of early contacts with the West. 

 

Course objectives: 
1. Explain how primary and secondary sources are used to construct historical 

knowledge.  
2. Identify and describe the major geographical features of Asia.  
3. Define the Neolithic Revolution and explain its impact on the development of 

civilizations in Asia.  
4. Compare and contrast the economic, social and political characteristics of the early 
civilizations of Asia.  
5. Explain the major concepts and analyze the development and expansion of 
Hinduism, Buddhism, Confucianism, Legalism, and Daoism.  
6. Compare and contrast the regional states and imperial states of India and China.  
7. Explain the factors that contributed to the political consolidation of Korea, Japan, and 
Southeast Asia.  
8. Assess the influence of Chinese and Indian culture on the development of Japan, 

Korea, and Southeast Asia.  
9. Evaluate the economic and cultural significance of the Silk Road trade.  
10. Analyze the impact of the Mongol conquests and expansion on the political 

development of Asia.  
11. Explain the rise of the Delhi Sultanate and Mughal Empire of India and assess the 
impact of Islam on the political, social and cultural development of India.  
12. Assess the political, social and cultural significance of the Ming Restoration to the 
development of China.  
13. Analyze the development of feudalism in Japan under the Kamakura Bakufu and 

Ashikaga Shogunate.  
14. Discuss the Portuguese and Spanish incursions in the East and evaluate the 
political, economic and social effects of European contacts with Asia.  
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15. Evaluate the impact of the advance of Islam and the introduction of  
Christianity on the political, economic and social development of Asia. 
 

Student Learning Outcomes: Upon completion of History of Asian Civilizations to 1600, 

students will be able to develop and persuasively argue a historical thesis in a written assignment 

that identifies and explains major social, economic, political and/or cultural historical themes or 

patterns in Asian history to 1600 and apply appropriate historical methods to analyze and use 

primary and/or secondary sources as evidence to support the thesis. 

 

ADA Statement: El Camino College is committed to providing educational accommodations for 

students with disabilities upon the timely request by the student to the instructor. A student with 

a disability, who would like to request an academic accommodation, is responsible for 

identifying herself/himself to the instructor and to the Special Resources Center. To make 

arrangements for academic accommodations, contact the Special Resources Center. 

 

Class attendance/participation: 

Because of the time constraint we will have to cover plenty of material each week so class 

attendance and participation are extremely important. Some of our tests and assignments are 

based on in class lectures, reading material, and documentaries so it is also important that you 

attend every single class meeting.  If there is an emergency that will force you to miss a class 

please call or email with enough time to let me know that you will be absent.  Please refer to 

online website or El Camino College Catalog (pg. 11) for add/drop policy of El Camino 

College. 

 
Attendance during semester (El Camino College policy pg. 11 in college catalog) 
Students are expected to attend their classes regularly. Students 

who miss the first class meeting or who are not in regular attendance 

during the add period for the class may be dropped by the 

instructor. Students whose absences from a class exceed 10% of 

the scheduled class meeting time may be dropped by the instructor. 

However, students are responsible for dropping a class within 

the deadlines published in the class schedule. Students who 

stop attending but do not drop may still be retained on the course 

roster and receive a failing grade. Students may view their registration 

status using the college’s website. 

 

Required Textbooks: 

Cohen, Warren. East Asia at the Center.  

ISBN 978-0-23-1101097 

 

Golden, Peter. Central Asia in World History 

ISBN 978-0-19-533819-5 

 

Ropp, Paul S. China in World History 

ISBN 978-0-19-538195-5 
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Assignments, tests, due dates, and grades: 

 

All assignments should be typed, double spaced, 12 font (times new roman), printed and 

turned in at the beginning of class!!!! That means you have them printed out and ready to 

hand in first thing class begins!!!!!!!!  

 

***READ: 15 minutes passed the beginning of class assignment will be considered late and 

will not be accepted!!!! I will not accept emailed assignments!!!!!**** 

 

Class resource website: http://www.schoolrack.com/earlyasianciv/ 
 

Tests: 

We will have a grand total of 3 tests throughout the semester each one worth 50 points. Each test 

consists of multiple choice, true or false questions, and an in class critical thinking essay 

assignment based on any of the following: lectures, documentaries watched in class, weekly 

assigned readings, or in class reading material supplied by instructor. You will need a small blue 

book for the written part of the test and are responsible for writing (legibly) a minimum of 3 

pages (only front) or (1 ½ front and back) response to a question supplied by instructor. For each 

of these tests you will be responsible for supplying your own scantron (form 882-E) and small 

blue book. 

Tests will be held on the following dates: 

Test #1- 9/24/14, #2-11/5/14, #3-12/10/14  

  

Primary Source Evaluation Assignments: These assignments are worth 75 points each. 

You will be responsible for turning in 2 primary source analysis assignments throughout the 

semester. These are some websites that have online primary source documents but make sure 

you check with me concerning your source if you are not certain whether it is a primary source 

or a secondary source and how to cite it using Turabian format. 

 

Ancient History Sourcebook, or the Medieval History Sourcebook website links East Asian 

History Sourcebook, and Islam History Sourcebook are all acceptable. 

Ancient- http://www.fordham.edu/Halsall/ancient/asbook.asp 

Medieval- http://www.fordham.edu/Halsall/sbook.asp 

East Asian- http://www.fordham.edu/Halsall/eastasia/eastasiasbook.asp 

Islam- http://www.fordham.edu/Halsall/islam/islamsbook.asp 

India- http://www.fordham.edu/Halsall/india/indiasbook.asp 

 

* feel free to use any of the other links provided on these sites so long as they keep with the 

relevant time frame of the class which is- prehistory-1600 CE/AD. 

 

You will draft a minimum of 2 page analysis of the document using the following guidelines. 

Make sure to include in your analysis a well thought out critical argument that addresses some of 

the important issues discussed throughout the course for example- the role and influence played 

by socio-economics, gender, race, political affiliations, etc. in influencing the author’s 

interpretation/perception(s) on the issue discussed. (Please keep in mind that the more 

controversial the topic you pick the easier it will be to address the following questions). 
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Please follow the following guidelines below for this assignment. Please enumerate your 

sections. 

 

1. At the top of page you will provide a bibliographical entry for the primary source using 

the Kate Turabian/Chicago Manual Style format.  

Please refer to the following link: 

http://www.press.uchicago.edu/books/turabian/turabian_citationguide.html 

2. Give a brief synopsis/summary (approx. 1/4 page length) of what the source is about or 

discusses. 

3. Analyze the importance/relevance of the source to history. Analyze the 

importance/relevance of source to our course. Example: How does the source deal with 

social, cultural, racial, gender, economic, and/or political themes/issues that have been 

discussed in class? 

4. Analyze the bias of the source to the issue that it intends to address. For example is the 

author looking at the argument objectively or does the author have their own agenda in 

presenting their argument? 

5. Analyze how it influences the interpretation or (re-interpretation) of the historical 

narrative. Example: when the source is factored into a conventional narrative does it 

debunk the previous theory/thesis? When the source is factored into the narrative is the 

narrative made more complex because of the different factors that now need to be 

analyzed? 

Due Dates: #1 due 10//14 and #2 due 10/22/14 

 

Analytical Essay Proposal (Assignment): Worth 50 points 

Important-this assignment must be completed using Power Point.  

The following guidelines must be followed in order to get the full credit. In four pages (four 

slides per page) you will be responsible for drafting 14 slides total. 

Slide 1- you must draft an analytical question based on weekly readings, in class readings, 

documentaries, and/or lectures and discussions. 

Slide 2- a brief response to the question. 

Slide 3- using the first two slides draft a thesis statement that will let your reader know what you 

are intending to argue or analyze and how you will support your argument. (Your thesis 

statement should not exceed 1 sentence length). 

Slide 4- Point of support #1 (Think of this as a blanket argument that you are making. The 

subsections will further break down this major argument into corresponding smaller categories, 

issues, etc. 

Slide 5-subsection 1 for point of support #1 

Slide 6- subsection 2 for point of support #1 

Slide 7- Point of support #2 

Slide 8- subsection 1 for point of support #2 

Slide 9- subsection 2 for point of support #2 

Slide 10- Point of support #3 

Slide 11- subsection 1 for point of support #3 

Slide 12-subsection 2 for point of support #3 

http://www.press.uchicago.edu/books/turabian/turabian_citationguide.html
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Slide 13- Conclusion- idea of thesis/argument restated (feel free to elaborate your argument in 

this section. 

Slide 14- Turabian style bibliography that includes a minimum of 2 primary and 3 secondary 

sources. 

Due date for outline: 11/10/14 

 

Critical Thinking Essay Assignment: worth 150 points 

You will be responsible for writing a critical thinking essay based on lectures, class discussions, 

documentaries, assigned weekly readings, and/or in class readings and the proposal you turned in 

previously. This essay should follow all the guidelines previously discussed concerning all 

written assignments for class so it should be typed, double spaced, 12 font Times New Roman, 

should include a Turabian style bibliography (not work cited but bibliography), but also it needs 

to include a minimum of 3 and a maximum of 5 quotes with corresponding footnote citations in 

the Turabian format. You do not need to include a title page or a title however. Essays will be 

due at the beginning of class and will not be accepted if they are late (refer to late assignment 

policy mentioned above).  Essay is supposed to be a minimum of 5-8 pages. Make sure that you 

are analytical in your argument and that you provide solid support for your arguments. Make 

sure to include any relevant discourse in your analysis including but not limited to socio-

economic class issues, race issues, ancient or medieval imperialism, world-systems, gender 

issues, etc.  

Due date: 12/1/2014 

 

The class grade is based on a point system.   

500-425  = A 

424-350  = B 

349-275  = C 

274-200  = D 

199-0      = F 

 

IMPORTANT***IMPORTANT***IMPORTANT***IMPORTANT*** 

 

**Please read these strictly enforced guidelines: Absolutely no late 

assignments!!! All assignments are due at the beginning of class and 

are considered late 15 minutes after class begins!!!! I will not accept 

papers that are emailed.  Please allow time and flexibility so that you 

can solve any problems that might arise.  

*** Absolutely no cell phone use allowed in class!!! Turn cell phones 

off before class begins. 

***Do not use your computer while class is in session!!!! 

If you need to record lectures please check with me first. 
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Tentative weekly discussions: 

 

Week 1: 8/25/14-8/29/14 

 Introduction to the Study of the History of Asia 

 World History narrative 

 Primary and secondary sources 

 Geographical features of Asia 

 Prehistoric Asia: Paleolithic Asia 

 Golden. Central Asia in World History. Read Introduction and Ch. 1. 

 

Week 2: 9/1/14-9/5/14 

 Neolithic Asia 

 Emergence of Asian Civilizations Anatolia and Iraq 5000 BCE  

 India and China 4000 BCE 

 Early Bronze Age Asia 

 Harappan Civilization of India 3500 BCE 

 Great Migrations by land and sea 14,000-800 BCE 

 Ropp. China in World History. Read introduction and  Ch. 1 

 

Week 3: 9/8/14-9/12/14 

 Indo Europeans in Asia and the Indo-Aryans 2500 -1500 BCE  

 India and the Indo-Aryan intrusion 1500 BCE 

 The Tocharians 

 Mystery of the Yi Chinese people 

 Early Chinese Civilizations Xia and Shang Dynasty 3000 – 1100 BCE 

 

Week 4: 9/15/14-9/9/19/14 

 Late Bronze Age China the Zhou Dynasty 1050-256 BCE 

 Warring States Period 660-221 BCE 

 The Persian Empire 

 Read Ropp. China in World History. Ch. 2 

 Read Cohen. East Asia at the Center. Ch. 1 

 

Week 5: 9/22/14-9/26/14 

 Religions of Asia 

 Tengri/Shamanism 

 Mazdaism/Zoroastrianism 

 Hinduism 

 Buddhism 

 Confucianism 

 Legalism 

 Daoism 

 Islam  

 Shinto 



7 

 

 Read Ropp. China in World History. Ch. 3 

 Read Golden. Central Asia in World History. Ch. 2 

 Read Cohen. East Asia at the Center. Ch. 2 

 

Week 6: 9/29/14-10/3/14 

 Alexander in Asia 

 India after Alexander 

 Qin Dynasty 221-202 BCE 

 The Emergence of the Silk Road 

 Parthian Empire 

 

 

Week 7: 10/6/14-10/10/14 

 The Han Dynasty 202 BCE- 220 CE 

 Hsiung Nu/Xioung Nu Empire of the steppes 

 Playing ‘barbarians’ against ‘barbarians’ 

 Power vacuums in the steppes 

 Read Ropp, Ch. 4 

 Read Cohen, Ch. 3  

 Read Golden, Ch. 3 

 

Week 8:  10/13/14-10/17/14 

 The Iranian, Turkic, and Mongolic Nomads of the steppes 

 First interregional contact with Europe 

 Read Golden, Ch. 4 & 5 

 

 

Week 9: 10/20/14-10/24/14 

 Central Asia in world history 200 CE-700 CE 

 Wei (Toba) China and the Sui Dynasty 

 The Guptas in India 

 The Teh Empire 

 The Kushans 

 The Hepthalites 

 Early Korea (Paekche, Silla, and Koguryo) 

 Early Japan (Yamato period-Nara period) 

 

Week 10: 10/27/14-10/31/14 

 Tang China 618 – 907 CE 

 Islamic Asia 

 Byzantium and Asia 

 The Silk Road matures…trade and wealth 

 Read Cohen, Ch. 4 

 Read Ropp, Ch. 5 
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 Read Golden, Ch. 6 

 

Week 11: 11/3/14-11/7/14 

 Southeast Asia in world history 

 Cambodia, Laos, and Vietnam 

 Indian and Chinese influences in Southeast Asian Cultures 

 

Week 12: 11/10/14-11/14/14 

 Medieval Asia 

 Song China 960-1279 CE 

 Rise of Temujin and the Mongols 

 Pax Mongolica 

 China under the Mongols the Yuan Dynasty 1279-1350 CE 

 Yuan Dynasty’s influence in European history 

 The Mongols in world history 

 

Week 13: 11/17/14-11/21/14 

 Islamic Influences in India 

 Delhi Sultanate 1206-1325 CE 

 China’s Age of Exploration 1200-1430’s CE 

 

Week 14: 11/24/14-11/28/14 

 Late Medieval Southeast Asia in world history 

 The Ming restoration 

 Medieval Japan 

 Medieval Korea 

 

Week 15: 12/1/14-12/5/14  

 Increase European contact in Asia 

 European exploration in Asia 

 European colonization in Asia 

 The shift of power 

 

Week 16: 12/8/14-12/12/14 Finals 

 

 

 


