
El Camino College 

Philosophy 2:  Introduction to Philosophy (#2513) 

Syllabus, Fall 2014 

 

Instructor:  Mark Pressman, Ph.D. 

Class:  Mondays and Wednesdays 9:30 -- 10:55 a.m. Social Science 209 

Office Hours:  Mondays and Wednesdays 12:00 -- 12:50 p.m. in ARTB 320 

Email:  hpressman@ecc.edu 

Website:  pressmanphilosophy.com 

Textbook:  Masterpieces of World Philosophy, edited by Frank N. Magill 

(1991) Collins Reference, hardcover 

 

Course description: This course examines the main areas of philosophy, 

which include ethics, epistemology, and metaphysics.  Students will 

explore values and beliefs, moral actions, freedom, the soul and God, and 

what constitutes a fulfilling life.  

 

Prerequisites:  None.  

 

ASSIGNMENTS 

 

 10 in-class Writings (25 points each):  250 points 

 3 take-home essays (4 pages each):  100 points each 

 Participation:  50 points 

 

WRITINGS 

 

 There are 10 in-class Writings.  The Writings will be short answers 

you supply in response to questions from the readings and class 

discussions.  Each Writing will be drawn from the readings leading 

up to the Writing.  You have 1 hour for each Writing. Writings are 

open-book and open-note. 

 Once you have taken all 10 Writings, I will drop your single lowest 

Writing score and replace it with your next higher Writing score. 

You cannot get rid of a second 0 if you miss more than one Writing.  

 Other than my dropping your single lowest Writing score, there are 

no other make-ups for Writings for any reason.   

 Writings must be written and handed in by the end of class.   

 You must have your own textbook (paper or digital) in class to take 

each Writing.  If you do not have the book you cannot take the 

Writing.  

 Your Writing loses 3 points if you forget to put your name on it. 

 If your Writing is illegible, it will also lose points. 

 

ESSAYS 



 

The Essays are each 4 pages long.  The topics will be drawn from the 

readings and discussions.  You will be analyzing (defending and/or 

critiquing) one or more philosophers’ worldviews.  No research is 

required.  Essays I and II lose 10 points each class day they are late, no 

exceptions.  Essay III won’t be accepted late since it is your final exam. 

 

ATTENDANCE, PARTICIPATION, and POLICIES 

 

 There will be a sign-in and sign-out sheet on all participation point 

days (see schedule).  You must sign-in and out to receive the full 2 

points on participation days.  

 You can earn up to 50 participation points.  Everyone starts with 18 

points.  If you are tardy or leave early, you lose 1 of the 2 daily 

points.  The make-up participation points count only if you have 

not reached 50.    

 Use the website pressmanphilosophy.com to access the syllabus 

and essay topics. 

 Use the student gradebook for this class located at ecc.edu to 

access your grades and attendance. 

 It is your responsibility to check the student gradebook to see if I 

have made any errors inputting your grades or participation points.  

You have 2 weeks from the time I post each grade to notify me of 

any errors.   

 Keep all work I return to you until the end of the semester, after the 

final grades are posted. 

 During class silence or turn off your cell phone. 

 If you do not drop the class by the deadline, you will receive a Fail.  

 If you must leave the class, do so quietly.   

 Any student caught cheating or plagiarizing will earn a 0 for the 

assignment and be referred to the Dean for further disciplinary 

action, including a possible permanent record and additional 

disciplinary actions.   

 

 

 

GRADES 

 

A   537--600 points (90--100%) 

B 477--536 points (80--89%) 

C 417--476 points (70--79%) 

D 357--416 points (60--69%) 

F 0--356 (0--59%) 

 

SCHEDULE: 



 

Mon 8-25:   Introduction and Syllabus 

 

Wed 8-27:   Read “Introduction:  On Reading Masterpieces of Philosophy  

  in a Changing World,” “The Analects of Confucious,” and  

  “Democritus:  Fragments”  

  (participation point 20) 

 

Mon 9-1:   NO CLASS -- LABOR DAY 

 

Wed 9-3:   Read “Euthyphro” by Plato, “Apology” by Plato, and “Crito” by  

  Plato 

  (participation point 22) 

 

Mon 9-8:   Read “Republic” by Plato  

  Essay I topic posted and discussed 

 

Wed 9-10:   *Writing #1 

 

Mon 9-15:   Read “Phaedo” by Plato and “Metaphysics” by Aristotle 

  (participation point 24) 

 

Wed 9-17:   Read “Principal Doctrines and Letter to Menoeceus” by   

  Epicurus and “De rerum natura” by Lucretius 

  (participation point 26) 

 

Mon 9-22:   Read “Discourse and Manual” Epictetus, “Chuang Tzu” by  

  Chuang Chou, and “Tao Te Ching”  

  (participation point 28) 

 

Wed 9-24:   Read “Outlines of Pyrrhonism” by Sextus Empiricus 

  *Writing #2 

 

Mon 9-29:   Read “The City of God” by Saint Augustine 

  (participation point 30) 

 

Wed 10-1:   Read “Monologion and Proslogion” by Saint Anselm and  

  “Summa Theologica” by Saint Thomas Aquinas 

  (participation point 32) 

 

Mon 10-6:   *Writing #3 

  Essay II topic posted and discussed 

 

 



Wed 10-8:   Read “The Platform Scripture of the Sixth Patriarch” by Hui- 

  neng:  (participation point 34) 

  ESSAY I DUE 

 

Mon 10-13:  Read “Meditations on First Philosophy” by Rene Descartes  

  and “An Essay Concerning Human Understanding” by John  

  Locke:  (participation point 36) 

 

Wed 10-15:  Read “Novum Organum” by Francis Bacon 

  *Writing #4 

 

Mon 10-20:  Read “Leviathan” by Thomas Hobbes 

  *Writing #5 

 

Wed 10-22:  Read “Foundations of the Metaphysics of Morals” by   

  Immanuel Kant and “An Enquiry Concerning the Principles of  

  Morals” by David Hume:  (participation point 38) 

 

Mon 10-27: Read “Dialogues Concerning Natural Religion” by David Hume 

  and “Critique of Pure Reason” by Immanuel Kant 

  (participation point 40) 

 

Wed 10-29:  *Writing #6 

 

Mon 11-3: Read “The Philosophy of History” by Georg Hegel and “Thus  

  Spake Zarathustra” by Friedrich Nietzsche 

  (participation point 42) 

 

Wed 11-5:   Read “Concluding Unscientific Postscript” by Soren   

  Kierkegaard and “The World as Will and Idea” by Arthur  

  Schopenhauer:  (participation point 44) 

  ESSAY II DUE 

 

Mon 11-10:  Read “The Methods of Ethics” by Henry Sidgwick 

  *Writing #7 

  Essay III topic posted and discussed  

 

Wed 11-12:  Read “Philosophy and Logical Syntax” by Rudolf Carnap and  

  “Philosophical Investigations” by Ludwig Wittgenstein 

  (participation point 46) 

 

Mon 11-17:  Read “Pragmatism” by William James 

  (participation point 48) 

 

Wed 11-19: *Writing #8 



Mon 11-24: Read “Zen Buddhism” by Daisetz Suzuki and “The Courage to  

  Be” by Paul Tillich:  (participation point 50) 

 

Wed 11-26:  Read “Of Civil Government:  The Second Treatise” by John  

  Locke, and “Essay on Liberty” by John Stuart Mill, and “Theory 

  of Justice” by John Rawls 

  (make-up participation points--2) 

 

Mon 12-1:   Read “Being and Nothingness” by Jean-Paul Sartre and “The  

  Rebel” by Albert Camus  

  (make-up participation points--2) 

 

Wed 12-3:   *Writing #9 

 

Mon 12-8:   Read “Marx:  Selected Works” (p.435) and “Creative Evolution” 

  by Henri Bergson    

  *Writing #10 

 

Wed 12-10:  ESSAY III DUE 

  I will be in class from 1:00 -- 2:25 p.m. to collect your Essay. 

 

COURSE OBJECTIVES:  

 

(1) Explain and differentiate three main areas of philosophy:  ethics, 

epistemology and metaphysics. (2) Explain the difference between 

knowledge and beliefs about the physical world (the realm of science) and 

knowledge and belief about moral issues and metaphysical things such as 

God, Heaven and Hell, and souls. (3) Assess and explain perspectives and 

outlooks on life that are beyond traditional societal paradigms, such as 

minority, feminist and Taoist perspectives. (4) Distinguish between 

normative and descriptive ethics. (5) Explain the difference between duty 

ethics and consequentialism, and illustrate this difference by applying the 

theories to an ethical problem. (6) Differentiate moral relativism from 

moral objectivism and explain their relationship to contemporary moral 

issues. (7) Discuss and analyze what constitutes a good and fulfilling life, 

such as the roles of money and happiness. (8) Analyze philosophical 

writing for its logical structure, coherence and acceptability, utilizing 

standard philosophical measures. (9) Identify and analyze metaphysical 

problems, such as the problem of free will versus determinism; the 

existence of God; the ultimate nature of reality; and the nature and 

existence of consciousness. (10) Clarify the difference between 

conviction, belief and knowledge. (11) Compare and contrast 

epistemological theories concerning the source, extent and limits of 

knowledge. (12) Analyze different systems of government, focusing 

especially on their justifications and their assumptions about human 



nature. (13) Compare and contrast between the ideals of equality and 

security with individualism and liberty. 

 

STUDENT LEARNING OUTCOMES (SLOs):   

 

(1) Students will be able to demonstrate knowledge of the basic issues, 

such as the source and basis of our beliefs, empiricism vs. rationalism, 

and the problem of induction.  (2) Students will be able to demonstrate 

knowledge regarding such issues as free will v. determinism, the mind-

body problem, and whether God exists.  (3) Students will be able to 

demonstrate knowledge of some of the basic issues and topics related to 

morality, such as justice, minority perspectives, moral objectivism vs. 

moral relativism, various ethical theories, and/or a basic understanding 

of how those theories can be applied to contemporary moral issues. 

 

REASONABLE ACCOMMODATIONS:  

 

El Camino College is committed to providing educational 

accommodations for students with disabilities upon the timely request by 

the student to the instructor.  A student with a disability, who would like 

to request an academic accommodation, is responsible for identifying 

herself/himself to the instructor and to the Special Resource Center.  To 

make arrangements for academic accommodations, contact the Special 

Resource Center.   

 

STUDENT CODE OF CONDUCT: 

 

www.elcamino.edu/studentservices/activities/codeofconduct.asp 

 

STUDENT RIGHTS AND GRIEVANCES: 

 

www.elcamino.edu/administration/board/policies.asp 

 

 


