
El Camino College 

Philosophy 5:  Critical Thinking and Discourse (#2543) 

Syllabus, Fall 2014 

 

Instructor:  Mark Pressman, Ph.D. 

Class:  Mondays and Wednesdays 1:00 -- 2:25 p.m. Social Science 204 

Office Hours:  Mondays and Wednesdays 12:00 -- 12:50 p.m. in ARTB 320 

Email:  hpressman@ecc.edu 

Website:  pressmanphilosophy.com 

Textbook:  Critical Thinking:  Developing an Effective Worldview by Gary 

Jason (2001), Wadsworth 

 

Course description:  This course focuses on the study and development 

of critical reasoning and effective argumentation.  Emphasis is placed on 

the application of critical thinking skills to the production of clear, well-

argued position and advocacy papers and to the linguistic and logical 

analysis of the writings of other. 

 

Prerequisite:  English 1A with a minimum grade of C.  (Transfer CSU, UC) 

 

ASSIGNMENTS 

 

 10 in-class Quizzes (25 points each):  250 points 

 Midterm Essay and Final Essay:  100 points each 

 Participation:  50 points 

 

QUIZZES 

 

 There are 10 in-class Quizzes with the problems drawn from the 

textbook or other source.  You will 1 hour for each Quiz. Quizzes 

are open-book and open-note. 

 Once you have taken all 10 Quizzes, I will drop your single lowest 

Quiz score and replace it with your next higher Quiz score. You 

cannot get rid of a second 0 if you miss more than one Quiz.  

 Other than my dropping your single lowest Quiz score, there are no 

other make-ups for Quizzes for any reason.   

 Quizzes must be written and handed in by the end of class.   

 You must have your own textbook (paper or digital) in class to take 

each Quiz.  If you do not have the book you cannot take the Quiz.  

 Your Quiz loses 3 points if you forget to put your name on it. 

 If your Quiz is illegible, it will also lose points. 

 

ESSAYS 

 

The Midterm and Final essays are each 4 pages long.  In both you will be 



given an essay written by an author trying to persuade you of various 

things.  Your job is to explain what the author is saying and to agree or 

disagree with the author using your own reasoning.  No research is 

required.  The Midterm Essay loses 10 points each class day it is late, no 

exceptions.  The Final Essay won’t be accepted late since it is your final 

exam. 

 

ATTENDANCE, PARTICIPATION, and POLICIES 

 

 There will be a sign-in and sign-out sheet on all participation days 

(see schedule).  You must sign-in and out to receive the 2 points.  

 You can earn up to 50 participation points.  Everyone starts with 20 

points.  If you are tardy or leave early, you lose 1 of the 2 daily 

points.  The make-up participation points count only if you have 

not reached 50.    

 Use the website pressmanphilosophy.com to access the syllabus 

and essay topics. 

 Use the student gradebook for this class located at ecc.edu to 

access your grades and attendance. 

 It is your responsibility to check the student gradebook to see if I 

have made any errors inputting your grades or participation points.  

You have 2 weeks from the time I post each grade to notify me of 

any errors.   

 Keep all work I return to you until the end of the semester, after the 

final grades are posted. 

 During class silence or turn off your cell phone. 

 If you do not drop the class by the deadline, you will receive a Fail.  

 If you must leave the class, do so quietly.   

 Any student caught cheating or plagiarizing will earn a 0 for the 

assignment and be referred to the Dean for further disciplinary 

action, including a possible permanent record and additional 

disciplinary actions.   

 

GRADES 

 

A   448--500 points (90--100%) 

B 398--447 points (80--89%) 

C 348--397 points (70--79%) 

D 298--347 points (60--69%) 

F 0--297 (0--59%) 

 

SCHEDULE: 

 

Mon 8-25:   Introduction and Syllabus  

  (participation point 22) 



Wed 8-27:   Read Chapters 1 + 2  

  (participation point 24) 

 

Mon 9-1:   NO CLASS -- LABOR DAY 

 

Wed 9-3:   Quiz #1 

 

Mon 9-8:   Read Chapter 4 (except 4.6)  

  (participation point 26) 

 

Wed 9-10:   Quiz #2 

 

Mon 9-15:   Read Chapters 5 + 7  

  (participation point 28) 

 

Wed 9-17:   Quiz #3 

 

Mon 9-22:   Midterm Essay topic posted and distributed  

 

Wed 9-24:   Read Chapter 11  

  (participation point 30) 

 

Mon 9-29:   Read Chapter 6  

  (participation point 32) 

 

Wed 10-1:  Quiz #4 

 

Mon 10-6:   Read Chapter 17  

  (participation point 34) 

 

Wed 10-8:  Quiz #5 

 

Mon 10-13:  Read Chapter 8  

  (participation point 36) 

 

Wed 10-15:  Quiz #6 

 

Mon 10-20:  MIDTERM ESSAY DUE: 

  I will be in class from 1:00 -- 2:25 p.m. to collect your Essay 

 

Wed 10-22:  Read Chapter 13  

  (participation point 38) 

 

Mon 10-27:  Re-read Chapter 13  

  (participation point 40) 



Wed 10-29:  Quiz #7 

 

Mon 11-3:   Read Chapter 12  

  (participation point 42) 

 

Wed 11-5:   Quiz #8 

 

Mon 11-10:  Final Essay posted and discussed  

 

Wed 11-12:  Read Chapter 14  

  (participation point 44) 

 

Mon 11-17:  Re-read Chapter 14  

  (participation point 46) 

 

Wed 11-19:  Quiz #9 

 

Mon 11-24:  Read Chapter 10  

  (participation point 48) 

 

Wed 11-26:  Re-read Chapter 10  

  (participation point 50) 

 

Mon 12-1:   Re-read Chapter 10  

  (make-up participation points--2) 

 

Wed 12-3:   Quiz #10 

 

Mon 12-8:   (make-up participation points--2) 

 

Wed 12-10:  FINAL ESSAY DUE:   

  I will be in class to collect your Essay. 

 

COURSE OBJECTIVES:   

 

(1) Identify and analyze arguments representing multicultural views and 

perspectives with an emphasis on the role of language in argumentation. 

(2) Analyze arguments in logical terms. (3) Demonstrate the basics of 

writing an argumentative essay. (4) Distinguish fact/knowledge from 

judgment/opinion. (5) Distinguish knowledge and beliefs obtained from 

sensory evidence from both ethics and metaphysics. (6) Evaluate the 

credibility and effectiveness of written argumentation in various domains 

of inquiry, with particular attention to the expertise and bias of speakers 

and writers. (7) Evaluate the credibility of evidence source materials. (8) 

Locate, analyze, and synthesize sources, evidence, and reasons in 



argumentative writing. (9) Analyze the written arguments of others. (10) 

Identify and analyze fallacies, analogies, statistics, studies, and surveys. 

(11) Interpret passages of texts, such as the Constitution and the Bible, 

paying close attention to problems of context, translations from other 

languages, contradictions, and exceptions to rules. (12) Analyze the 

myriad kinds of advertising, including being able to recognize and 

identify the fallacies, biases, and persuasive techniques used by 

advertisers. 

 

STUDENT LEARNING OUTCOMES (SLOs):  

 

(1) Errors in Reasoning- Students will be able to recognize and evaluate 

both errors in reasoning, including the primary fallacies, and linguistic 

techniques used in statements and arguments. (2) Problems in Positions- 

Students will be able to recognize and articulate problems in the 

positions and arguments of themselves and others.  (3) Composing 

Arguments- Students will be able to compose coherent and well-reasoned 

arguments, demonstrating research skills, and the ability to evaluate 

essays, studies, and statistical data. They will be able to analyze various 

arguments, including analogical and scientific ones as well as addressing 

counterarguments to their position. 

 

REASONABLE ACCOMMODATIONS:  

 

El Camino College is committed to providing educational 

accommodations for students with disabilities upon the timely request by 

the student to the instructor.  A student with a disability, who would like 

to request an academic accommodation, is responsible for identifying 

herself/himself to the instructor and to the Special Resource Center.  To 

make arrangements for academic accommodations, contact the Special 

Resource Center.   

 

STUDENT CODE OF CONDUCT: 

 

www.elcamino.edu/studentservices/activities/codeofconduct.asp 

 

STUDENT RIGHTS AND GRIEVANCES: 

 

www.elcamino.edu/administration/board/policies.asp 


