
Professor Robert  

Political Science 1                                                                           Room: SOCS 206  

El Camino College                        Times: TTH 9:30-10:55am 

Email: Larobert@elcamino.edu             Office Hours: By appointment 

         In room: ARTB 320 

         Phone: (310) 660-3593 ext. 4533 

         Fall 2014: Section 2641    

       

  

                  

  

Governments of the United States and California 

 

 Course Description: 

 

This course is a survey of the concepts, theories, and functions of the American political system. The basic 

principles of the United States Constitution and the government of California will be examined. Emphasis will 

be placed on the formal and informal influences of federalism on national and state governments. 

The imperative components for making the most out of this learning experience are reading the materials, 

attending class regularly, and participating in class discussions. 

 

Student Learning Outcomes-  

Upon successful completion of Political Science 1, students will be able to: 

 

  Identify the theoretical foundations and the applications of the American political system. 

 

 Analyze major political institutions: the presidency, bureaucracy, Congress, Judiciary, elections, 

political parties, and interest groups. 

 

  Examine and assess the implementation of democracy, including the different perspectives of elitism, 

pluralism, and majoritarianism. 

 

 Evaluate the role of the mass media in the political process. 

 

 Identify and discuss political culture and the function of political socialization. 

 

 Compare and contrast the relationship of federal and state governmental systems and processes with 

emphasis on California. 

 

  Evaluate and analyze the interdependence of economics and politics. 

 

  Distinguish between civil rights and civil liberties and their evolution in American society. 

 

  Assess the federal and state judicial systems and their impact on public policy. 

 

 Examine and discuss the process of public policy making in relation to international and domestic policy 

issues. 
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 Assess the concept and implementation of citizenship. 

 

  Analyze issues of race, ethnicity, class, age, and gender as they relate to the distribution of power in the 

political process. 

 Exhibit a heightened sense of personal and political efficacy. 

  

Course Student Learning Outcomes: 

 In a multiple-choice test, students will demonstrate knowledge of the basic principles of the United 

States Constitution including its Articles and Amendments, as well as those for the government of 

California. 

 In a multiple choice or written essay test, students will demonstrate an understanding of how political 

parties and interest groups serve as channels for popular participation, and compare/contrast the 

techniques they use to do so. 

 In a written essay or multiple choice exam, students will demonstrate an understanding of the various 

roles played by the President and California Governor, the political resources available to them to meet 

the expectations associated with those roles, and how those resources are limited. 

 

Course Requirements: 

Required text:  
Greenberg, E., & Page, B. (2014). The struggle for democracy. Boston: Pearson. 

 

Materials: Writing Instrument, Notebook/Paper, Scantrons and Bluebooks. 

 

Exams and Assignments:  
 

The class consists of 6 major assignments that contain a combined total of 600 points.  You will have 4 exams, 

one Research project with attendant participation credit. Grades will be based on the following scale: 100-

90=A, 89-80=B, 79-70=C, 69-60=D, 59-0=F No Late Exams or Papers will be accepted unless arranged with 

professor.  

It is your responsibility to make sure that you have dropped the class properly and filled out and submitted the 

correct papers to admissions. Any student who is still enrolled after the deadline date will receive a grade! 

Study groups:--Students are encouraged to form study groups consisting of three to five people. Such groups 

can be an excellent way to learn the material and to prepare for course examinations. Study groups provide help 

and reinforcement during the session, and are a fine way to develop lasting friendships. 

 

 

ADA Statement:  

El Camino College is committed to providing educational accommodations for students with disabilities upon the 

timely request by the student to the instructor. A student with a disability, who would like to request an academic 

accommodation, is responsible for identifying herself/himself to the instructor and to the Special Resource Center. 

To make arrangements for academic accommodations, contact the Special Resource Center.  

 

Academic Honesty:  
El Camino College is dedicated to maintaining an optimal learning environment and insists upon academic honesty. 

To uphold the academic integrity of the institution, all members of the academic community, faculty, staff and 

students alike, must assume responsibility for providing an educational environment of the highest standards 

characterized by a spirit of academic honesty. It is the responsibility of all members of the academic community to 

behave in a manner which encourages learning and promotes honesty and to act with fairness toward others. 



Students should not seek an unfair advantage over other students when completing an assignment, taking an 

examination, or engaging in any other kind of academic activity.  

 

Standards of Conduct:  
Conduct at El Camino College must conform to the laws of the State of California, District policies, and campus 

rules and regulations. The El Camino College faculty, staff, and administration are dedicated to maintaining a 

positive learning environment. Optimal standards for behavior are essential to the maintenance of a quality college 

environment. These standards will apply to all students on campus, other college property or while attending any 

college-sponsored event. Violation of such laws, policies, rules, and regulations or behavior adversely affecting 

suitability as a student, will lead to disciplinary action. Disciplinary actions as noted in Administrative Procedure 

5520 may be taken against any person who engages in behavior defined as misconduct.  

 

For additional information on Academic Honesty and Standards of Conduct please refer to:  

 

http://www.elcamino.edu/administration/board/boarddocs/5500%20%20Academic%20Honesty.pdf  

 

Student Rights and Grievances Procedure 5530  

 

http://www.elcamino.edu/administration/board/policies.asp 
 

Review: 

 

Week Topic/ Assigned Reading  Test Dates / Due 

Dates 

Week 

1 

Democracy and American 

Politics                                                    

(Ch 01) 

 

Week 

2 

Democracy and American 

Politics                                                    

(ch1) 

The Constitution (ch 2) 

 

 

 

Week 

3 

Federalism: States and 

Nation (ch 3) 

 

 

Exam 1: 

Week 

4 

Civil Liberties: The Struggle 

for Freedom (ch 15) 

 

 

 

  

Week 

5 

Civil Rights: The Struggle 

for Equality (ch 16) 

 

 

 

Week 

6 

 

Public Opinion  (ch 5) 

 

 

Exam 2: 

Week 

7 

The News Media ( ch 6) 

 

 

Week   
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8 Political Parties (ch 9) 

 

Week 

9 

 

Interest Groups and Business 

Corporations (ch 7) 

 

 

 

Exam 3: 

Week 

10 

Congress (ch 11) 

 

 

Project Due 

Week 

11 

The Presidency (ch 12) 

The Executive Branch 

 (ch 13) 

 

 

 

 

 

Week 

12 

The Courts (ch 14)  

Week 

13 

The Courts (ch 14) Exam 4: 

Week 

14 

Social Movements (ch 8)  

Week 

15 

Foreign Policy and National 

Defense (ch 18) 

Review 

 

 

Week 

 

 

Finals Exam 5: 

Note Assignments and test dates 

may vary 

 

 

 

 

 


