
Fall 2014 

Psychology 8: Social Psychology 

 

Instructor:  Dr. Angela Simon 

Office:  ARTB 302C Phone:  (310) 660-3593, EXT. 3559 

E-Mail:  asimon@elcamino.edu 

Office Hours: Monday and Wednesday, 12:45 - 1:45 p.m.;   

Tuesday, 2:00 p.m. - 3:00 p.m.; 

  and by appointment. 

  Online Office Hours:  Saturday, 10:00 a.m. – 12:00 p.m. 

 

The overall goal of this course is to introduce you to the field of Social Psychology.  We will not cover all 

topics in Social Psychology but instead will focus in more detail on topics which may be particularly interesting 

to you.  Emphasis will be placed on the critical and creative examination of the information presented in the 

lectures and in the text and on the ways in which you can apply social psychological principles to your own life.  

(Psychology 5 - General Psychology - is a prerequisite for this course.) 

 
This course focuses on the scientific study of the psychological processes and interpersonal interactions in and between groups. The 

emphasis is on individual behavior rather than on the group as a unit. Topics include social cognition; social perception, attitudes; 

prejudice and discrimination; social and group influence; aggression and prosocial behavior; interpersonal attraction and intimate 

relationships; and gender and culture. 

 

COURSE OBJECTIVES 
At the end of this course you should be able to do the following: 
 1. Differentiate among psychology, social psychology, and sociology. 2. Examine and discuss historical and contemporary 
perspectives on social psychology. 3. Describe research methods used in social psychology, with an emphasis on examining how the 
scientific method is used in social psychology. 4. Identify, describe, and evaluate basic concepts and ideas in social cognition, 
including schemas, heuristics, and the relationship between affect and cognition. 5. Identify, describe, and evaluate basic concepts 
and ideas in social perception, including attribution, impression formation, and nonverbal communication. 6. Examine social 
psychological research on the self and discuss concepts related to the self such as self-esteem, self-presentation, and social 
comparison. 7. Discuss the components and formation of attitudes and apply this knowledge to examine important attitudinal 
concepts such as the relationship between attitudes and behavior, persuasion, and cognitive dissonance. 8. Describe and evaluate 
social psychological research on stereotyping, prejudice, and discrimination. 9. Differentiate between the basic types of social 
influence - conformity, compliance, and obedience - and discuss and assess social psychological research in these three areas. 10. 
Discuss the concept of "group," describe the basic types of group influence (e.g., social loafing, deindividuation, groupthink), and 
relate these types of group influence to your own experiences. 11. Appraise social psychological research on the nature, causes, and 
control of aggression. 12. Assess social psychological research on interpersonal attraction and intimate relationships and relate these 
findings to your own experiences with other people. 13. Appraise social psychological research on prosocial behavior and formulate 
ideas on how this research could be applied to increasing prosocial behavior in our society. 14. Describe how social psychological 
principles can be applied to such areas as law, health, and work. 15. Explain how knowledge of gender/sex and cultural differences 
and similarities can provide a broader understanding of basic social psychological concepts.  

 

STUDENT LEARNING OUTCOMES 

As part of the accreditation process, community colleges in California are developing student learning outcomes 

(SLOs) to assess the quality of learning. Professors are asked to include SLOs in their syllabi as a matter of 

record only.   

 
 SLO#1 Logic of the Scientific Method- On examination (e.g., m/c, T/F, fill-in, matching, essay), written essay, 

research paper, and/or oral presentation, students will be able to explain and evaluate historical and contemporary 

perspectives on social psychology. 



SLO#2 Fundamental Principles- On examination (e.g., m/c, T/F, fill-in, matching, essay), written essay, research 

paper, and/or oral presentation, students will be able to identify and explain, differentiate, and critique the major 

theoretical perspectives and topics in social psychology (e.g., attribution, conformity, deindividuation, aggression).  

SLO#3 Everyday Application- On examination (e.g., m/c, T/F, fill-in, matching, essay), written essay, research 

paper, and/or oral presentation, students will be able to apply fundamental social psychological principles in their 

efforts to understand everyday life experiences (individual/group differences; attitude, belief, and value formation; 

interpersonal interactions). 

 

The text assigned for this course is Social Psychology (13th ed., 2012 by Robert A. Baron and Nyla R. 

Branscombe. 

 

Exams:  There will be a total of four multiple-choice exams, the fourth being the Final Exam.  Each exam will 

consist of 60 questions drawn from the lectures and the text.  (Each exam will be worth 60 points.)  Please be 

prepared to take all four exams on the dates noted.  (Lectures often cover material also contained in the text; 

however, a moderate amount of the exam material will not be covered in lecture and will be from the text only.)   

Assignments:  There will be several graded in-class and/or homework assignments given throughout the 

semester.  Specific information regarding these assignments will be given as the semester progresses. 

 

Grades:  It will be possible to earn a certain total of points from the exams and assignments.  You will be in the 

“A” range if you obtain at least 90% of the total points, the “B” range if you obtain at least 80%, the “C” range 

if you obtain at least 70%, and the “D” range if you obtain at least 60% of the total points. 

 
LATE EXAMS, WORK 

IF YOU MISS AN EXAM, YOU WILL ONLY BE ABLE TO MAKE IT UP DURING THE LAST TWO WEEKS OF 

CLASS.  IF YOU MISS AN EXAM, YOUR EXAM GRADE ON THE MAKE UP EXAM WILL BE REDUCED BY UP 

TO 20% OF THE TOTAL POINTS POSSIBLE ON THAT EXAM.  YOU WILL ONLY BE ABLE TO MAKE UP ONE 

MISSED EXAM.   

 

IN-CLASS ASSIGNMENTS CANNOT BE MADE UP. 

 

SOME HOMEWORK ASSIGNMENTS WILL BE ACCEPTED LATE, BUT POINTS WILL BE DEDUCTED FOR 

LATE WORK.  (IT WILL NEVER BE POSSIBLE TO EARN AN “A” ON LATE HOMEWORK ASSIGNMENTS.)  I 

WILL EXPLAIN THE LATE HOMEWORK POLICY IN MORE DETAIL AS THE SEMESTER PROGRESSES. 

 

EXCEPTIONS TO THE ABOVE WILL ONLY BE MADE WHEN YOU AND I HAVE PERSONALLY DISCUSSED 

YOUR SITUATION IN ADVANCE OF WHEN TESTS AND ASSIGNMENTS ARE DUE.  YOU MUST TAKE 

RESPONSIBILITY FOR ACHIEVING THE GRADE THAT YOU WANT IN THIS COURSE. 

 

CLASSROOM ETIQUETTE 

I ASK THAT YOU BEHAVE IN A MANNER WHICH SHOWS RESPECT FOR ME AND FOR YOUR 

CLASSMATES.  PART OF BEING RESPECTFUL INVOLVES GIVING ME YOUR ATTENTION DURING CLASS.   

I WILL ALSO BEHAVE IN A MANNER WHICH SHOWS RESPECT FOR YOU.   

 

IF YOU DISRUPT THE CLASS AND YOU DO NOT RESPOND TO VERBAL WARNINGS, I WILL TAKE MORE 

EXTREME ACTION.  MORE EXTREME ACTION CAN INCLUDE A WRITTEN WARNING AND REMOVAL 

FROM CLASS.  PLEASE REFER TO pages 31-43 of the 2014-2015 ECC CATALOG, FOR INFORMATION 

REGARDING STUDENTS’ AND PROFESSORS’ RIGHTS AND RESPONSIBILITIES. 

 

ADA Statement: El Camino College is committed to providing educational accommodations for students 

with disabilities upon the timely request by the student to the instructor. A student with a disability, who would 

like to request an academic accommodation, is responsible for identifying herself/himself to the instructor and 

to the Special Resources Center. To make arrangements for academic accommodations, contact the Special 

Resources Center.  

 

 



 

SCHEDULE 

DATE    LECTURE TOPIC    READING 

TU 8-26   Introduction to the Course 

 

TH 8-28   Introduction to Social Psychology  Chp. 1 

    Research Methods      

M 9-1   HOLIDAY!!! 

 

 

[FRIDAY, 9-5, IS THE LAST DAY TO DROP IN TIME FOR REFUND OF ENROLLMENT FEE AND IS  

THE LAST DAY TO DROP WITHOUT NOTATION ON PERMANENT RECORD.]  

 

TU 9-9    Social Cognition    Chp. 2 (pp. 35-37; 43-47; 52-58;  

    Social Perception    59-65), Chp. 3, and Chp. 4 (pp. 103- 

    Emotion     105; 122-130)   

 

TU 9-23   Exam #1 

 

TH 9-25   Attitudes     Chp. 5 

 

TH 10-2   Prejudice and Discrimination   Chp. 6 

 

TU 10-14   Exam #2 

 

TH 10-16   Social Influence    Chp. 8 

 

TU 10-28   Group Influence    Chp. 11  

 

TU 11-4    Aggression     Chp. 10 

 

TU 11-11  HOLIDAY!!! 

 

TH 11-13   Exam #3 

 

[FRIDAY, 11-14, IS THE LAST DAY TO DROP WITH A “W.”] 

 

TU 11-18    Interpersonal Attraction   Chp. 7     

      and Close Relationships 

 

 

 

 

 

TH 11-27 to SU 11-30 THANKSGIVING  BREAK!!! 

 



 

TU 12-2   Prosocial Behavior    Chp. 9 

 

TU 12-9   Applied Social Psychology   Chp. 12 

 

TH 12-11   Exam #4 (Final Exam) 

 

This schedule may change as the semester progresses. 

You are not required to bring your textbook to class lectures. 

 

 

 

****************************************************************************************** 

 

El Camino College’s Distance Education website has valuable information to you, including a student 

handbook, instructions on how to log into ETUDES, etc.  The site is: 

  http://www.elcamino.edu/library/distance-ed/files/SP14HandbookSite.pdf 

 

To make things easier, I have copied and pasted some of the ETUDES login instructions below: 

 Enter the following URL into your web browser:  http://myetudes.org/ 

 

Once you have officially enrolled in an Etudes-NG class, please follow the steps below to log in and access 

your course. You will be required to enter two pieces of information in order to login into Etudes and access 

your course (1) your User ID and (2) your Password (see Steps 1 and 2 below).  

 

STEP 1: Locate your User ID. Your Etudes User ID is the same as your userid used to login to MyECC. 

EXAMPLE: Albert Einstein is enrolled in an online ETUDES classes and has the following User ID: 

albert_einstein [all lower case].  

*Some ECC student id numbers have been adjusted to accommodate multiple persons with the same name. If 

step 2 does not work please visit this site to verify your id: 

https://secure.elcamino.edu/portal/logininfo/main.aspx?item=forgot 

 

STEP 2: Locate your Password. Your default Password is the month and date of birth.  EXAMPLE: Albert 

Einstein’s birth date is March 25 so his Password is: 0325.  

 

Click on “ECC PSYC 8 2779 AS  F14.”   
 

 

http://www.elcamino.edu/library/distance-ed/files/SP14HandbookSite.pdf
http://myetudes.org/
https://secure.elcamino.edu/portal/logininfo/main.aspx?item=forgot

