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El Camino College  Sociology 112: Introduction to Criminology  

Behavioral and Social Sciences Division Fall 2015 
 

Sec. Meeting Days Meeting 

Time 

Site Building Room 

4298 Online Online Etudes N/A N/A 

 

Course Syllabus 
Sociology 112: Introduction to Criminology (Internet Class) 

MISSION STATEMENT 
El Camino College makes a positive difference in people’s lives.  We provide excellent comprehensive 

educational programs and services that promote student learning and success in collaboration with our 
diverse communities. 

 

INSTRUCTOR INFORMATION 
 

Prof. Peter A. Aguilera, MA Sociology, California State University Dominguez Hills 

  BA Psychology and Sociology, California State University Dominguez Hills 
  AA Liberal Arts, Los Angeles Harbor College   

E-mail:  paguilera@elcamino.edu Assignments are not accepted through email. 
 Phone/Text/Voicemail: (657) 215-0958 FAX: (310) 233-4686 

Whenever you contact me, provide your name, campus, class, time, and any helpful details. 
 

COURSE INFORMATION 
 
Required Materials: 

Textbook:  

Walsh, Anthony and Craig Hemmens. 2011. Introduction to Criminology A Text/Reader.  
2nd Edition. Thousand Oaks, CA: Sage Publications. ISBN: 978-1-4129-9236-7. 

Note: The third edition may be in the bookstore. It will also work fine. 2nd edition is cheaper. 
 

The publisher provides a student study site: 
http://www.sagepub.com/walsh2e/study/intro.htm 

 

Course Description:  
Sociology 112: Introduction to Criminology -  
This course introduces students to the scientific analysis of crime and criminality. Sociological concepts 
and theories are used to analyze the nature, extent, and cause of crime; theoretical explanations for 

criminal behavior will be discussed. The dynamics of law, social control, treatment processes, and 

victimology will be evaluated. 
 

Recommended Course Prerequisites: 
Eligibility for English 1A and completion of Sociology 101. 

 
Course Relevance:  

Students will reflect on different types of crimes and social conditions surrounding them. Students will 

think sociologically about crime in both local and global contexts, which will promote critical thinking skills 
and social consciousness. 

 
 

 

mailto:paguilera@elcamino.edu
http://www.sagepub.com/walsh2e/study/intro.htm
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Instructor Role & Responsibilities 
It is my duty to make sure you obtain the same information as if you took Criminology in-person with me. 

My teaching philosophy employs that of open communication. You are welcome to contact me about 
course material, majoring in sociology or psychology, future planning, or the university transfer process. I 

have twenty years of experience in the California Community Colleges, so I am happy to put that to use 

by helping you succeed. 
 

Course Student Learning Outcomes: 
Upon completion of the course, students should demonstrate the following skill: 

1. Using secondary source research, students will objectively analyze behavior defined by American 
society as criminal by applying sociological theoretical explanations for this behavior. 

 

Course Objectives: 
By the end of the semester, the student will be able to: 

1. Define the concept of criminology and explain its goals, purposes and objectives. 
2. Describe the principles, procedures and methodologies used by criminologists in the collection of crime 

data. 

3. Analyze various acts of criminality and describe their social, cultural, biological and psychological 
etiologies. 

4. Define the sociological terms and concepts used within the field of criminology to identify crime and 
criminal behavior. 

5. Compare and contrast the sociological theories used to explain crime and criminal behavior. 
6. Compare and contrast rates of crime and variations of criminality from historical and cross-cultural 

perspectives. 

7. Describe society's changing response to, and treatment of, victims. 
8. Identify the various theoretical perspectives and sociological paradigms used to examine, interpret and 

analyze crime and criminal behavior. 
9. Describe the importance of social norms and explain why they exist in all cultures as a way to maintain 

social control. 

10. Differentiate between the roles of the police, courts and corrections in enforcing, sanctioning and 
punishing criminal acts. 

11. Analyze crime data to determine sociological patterns and trends. 
12. Identify crime typologies and describe the focus and consequences of these typologies. 

 

Assessment Activities: 
These learning outcomes will be demonstrated by: 

1. Completing weekly assignments measuring mastery over course concepts. 
2. Participating in interactive assignments, discussions, and activities designed to help the student master 

the key concepts and skills. 
3. Successfully applying course concepts on examinations and essays. 

 

Student Engagement Expectation: 
Students are expected to be engaged in the learning process. Engaged students are motivated, prepared 

for class, interact inside and outside of class with other students, staff and faculty, and take responsibility 
for their own learning. 
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GRADING INFORMATION 
 
Evaluation Criteria: 

The student will be evaluated on the basis of his/her performance on the following: 

1 Discussion Introduction =     10 points 
6 Timed Online Quizzes =     300 points 

15 Discussion Questions =     150 points 
1 Visual Sociology Photo Project =   100 points 

5 Criminology Video Investigations =   140 points 

2 Critical Analysis Application Papers (CAAPs)= 300 points 
Total =      1,000 points 

 
Grading is based on total points accumulated out of a possible 1,000. 

 
Evaluation Explanation: 

-1 Discussion Introduction at 10 points 

The first thing you should do is respond to the Discussion Introduction topic in the message board. It lets 
the instructor know you are “present” for the course. You must then respond to one classmate’s 

introduction. Answers will be posted in the DISCUSSION AND PRIVATE MESSAGES section in the Etudes 
online classroom. *This must be done during the first week of class or you will be dropped, 

even if you have posted elsewhere in the class. 

 
-6 Timed Online Quizzes at 50 points each for a total of 300 points 

Quizzes are administered on the material from the prior weeks. Quizzes are timed and taken in the 
ASSIGNMENTS, TESTS AND SURVEYS section of the Etudes online classroom. Quizzes are multiple 

choice/true and false and are based on course readings and material presented in the MODULES section 
of the Etudes online classroom. Quizzes must be completed by 11:59pm of the last day of the course 

week administered. Quizzes may not be retaken if missed. 

 
-15 Discussion Questions (DQ)s at 10 points each for a total of 150 points 

Most weeks, students will answer discussion questions in a THOUGHTFUL paragraph that clearly explains 
and supports their answers based on course content. Answers will be posted in the DISCUSSIONS section 

in the Etudes online classroom. During that same week, students must also respond to a classmate’s 

answer with feedback. Again, this must be done thoughtfully. Simply stating “I agree” or “I disagree” is 
not enough. Always explain your reasoning and be respectful of others. This also counts towards your 

attendance for the course. Always check the syllabus calendar for which discussion questions are due 
each week. Questions and responses to classmates must be answered by 11:59pm of the last day of the 

course week administered. 

 
-1 Visual Sociology Photo Conceptualization Project at 100 points 

Students will take photographs that represent any ten terms and/or concepts we have discussed in class. 
You may create a PowerPoint, Word, Publisher, or PDF file to showcase your photos. If you are a digital 

artist, you may use InDesign, Illustrator, or Photoshop, but speak to me first. PowerPoint is probably the 
easiest to use for this project. You will upload it to Etudes under ASSIGNMENTS. As always, I will not 

accept files via email. You are not graded on your photography skills. You are graded on the simple fact 

of your image representing the term/concept you indicate. You may use your cell phone cameras for the 
assignment or any other camera you have access to. DO NOT USE Internet photos. We have software 

that can check if the pictures are from the web. YOU MUST BE IN AT LEAST TWO OF THE PICTURES. 
 

-5 Criminology Video Investigations at 25 – 40 points each for a total of 140 points 

Students will view online criminology films and provide a response paragraph(s) applying terms and 
theory. Links to films, instructions, and submissions are in the ASSIGNMENTS section in the Etudes online 

classroom. 

Total Final Points 

Grading Scale 

900–
1000  

A 

800–

899 

B 

700–
799  

C 

600–
699 

D 

 0–599 F 
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-2 Critical Analysis Application Papers (CAAPs) at 150 points each for a total of 300 points 

Students will compose critical essays to prompts provided and posted in the ASSIGNMENTS section in the 
Etudes online classroom. Specific guidelines will be provided and students will have several choices of 

topics and articles. Papers must be typed. No late papers are accepted. 

 
COURSE POLICIES  

ATTENDANCE POLICY 

1. Attendance at first class 

Since this class is completely online, visibility on the class discussion boards counts as attendance. 

Students who enroll in class but do not post any discussion answers during the first week may be 
dropped from the roster. A student who registers for a class and never participates is still responsible for 

dropping the class. 

2. Attendance without official enrollment 

Students will not be permitted to attend/view online classes in which they are not enrolled. 

3. Attendance during semester 

A student may be dropped from class when the number of hours absent exceeds the number of units 

assigned to the course. If your absences and tardiness exceed the unit value of the course, you can be 
dropped. This rule also applies to excessive absences due to illness or medical treatment. In other words, 

each week you are responsible for posting answers to discussion questions to signify being an active 
participant in the online class. 

 

Statement of Conduct: Students are expected to maintain a respectful attitude with one another and 
the instructor at all times. El Camino College is a diverse academic environment and therefore, 

disrespecting anyone will not be tolerated. Students should conduct themselves with thoughtfulness and 
tact. 

 
Student Code of Conduct:  
http://www.elcamino.edu/administration/board/boarddocs/5500%20%20Academic%20Honesty.pdf  

 

Student Rights and Grievances Procedure 5530:  
http://www.elcamino.edu/administration/board/policies.asp 

CLASSROOM MISCONDUCT 

1. Dishonesty, including but not limited to cheating, plagiarism or knowingly furnishing false 

information to the College. 

2. Forgery, alteration, or misuse of college documents, records, or identification. 
3. Violation of college policies or off -campus regulations, including but not limited to campus 

regulations concerning student organizations, the use of college facilities, or time, place, and 
manner of public expression. 

4. Continued disruptive behavior, continued willful disobedience, profanity or vulgarity, or continued 
defiance of the authority of, or abuse of, college personnel or to anyone on campus. 

5. Willful misconduct which results in injury or death to a student or college personnel. 

6. Assault, battery, sex crimes including sexual assault or rape, or any threat of force or violence 
upon a student or college personnel. 

7. Sexual harassment which includes unwelcome sexual advances, requests for sexual favors, and 
other verbal or physical conduct of a sexual nature. 
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8. Obstruction or disruption of teaching, research, administration, disciplinary proceedings, or other 

authorized college activities including but not limited to its community service functions or to 
authorized activities held off campus. Obstruction or disruption includes but is not limited to the 

use of skateboards, bicycles, radios, and roller skates. 
9. Unauthorized entry to or use of college facilities, equipment or supplies. 

10. Theft or deliberate damage to property of a college staff member, a student, or a visitor to the 

college including but not limited to the Library, Bookstore, and Food Service areas. 
11. Defacing or damaging any college real or personal property. 

12. Failure to comply with the directions of a member of the college certificated personnel, college 
management or supervisor personnel, or campus police acting within the scope of his or her 

duties. 
 

Late/Make-up Assignments: As this class meets completely online, class weeks will start each 

Saturday and end each Friday at midnight. The week’s discussion questions must be answered (as well as 
responses to your classmates) by the last day at 11:59pm. Assignments may not be submitted late. 

All assignment deadlines must be met. Quizzes may not be missed or retaken. 

DISCIPLINARY ACTION  

Disciplinary action appropriate to the misconduct as defined above may be taken by an instructor the 

Dean of Student Services or his or her designee and the Board of Trustees.  
Misconduct should be brought to the immediate attention of the Campus Police, or local police 

department/security force for courses taught off campus. 
  

Removal by Instructor — In addition to an instructor’s right to drop a student permanently from a class 
when the student is no longer participating i.e. lack of attendance in the course, an instructor may 

remove (suspend) a student from his or her class for the day of the incident and the next class meeting. 

During this period of removal, a conference should be held with the instructor and the student to attempt 
to resolve the situation that led to the student’s removal and the student shall not be returned to the 

class from which he or she was removed without the concurrence of the instructor of the class. 
1. If a student is suspended for one class meeting, no additional formal disciplinary procedures are 

necessary. 

2. If a student is suspended from class for the day of the incident and the next class meeting, the 
instructor shall send a written report of the action to his or her dean who shall forward this 

information to the Dean of Student Services, the Provost. If the student removed by an instructor 
is a minor, the President’s designee (Dean of Student Services) shall ask a parent or guardian of 

the student to attend a parent conference regarding the removal as soon as possible. If the 

instructor or the parent or guardian so requests, a college administrator shall attend the 
conference. 

3. The instructor may recommend to his or her dean that a student be suspended for longer than 
two class meetings. If the dean, instructor and student cannot resolve the problem, the 

suspension will be referred to the President or the President’s designee. 
4. During the period following the initial suspension from class for the day of the incident and the 

following class meeting, the student shall be allowed to return to the class until due process and 

the disciplinary procedures are completed unless the student is further suspended as a result of 
actions. 

CHEATING OR PLAGIARISM POLICY 

 

“Dishonesty, including but not limited to cheating, plagiarism or knowingly furnishing false 

information to the college.’’  
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EXAMPLES OF CHEATING OR PLAGIARISM 

1. Representing the words, ideas or work of another as one’s own in any academic exercise 
(plagiarism), including the use of commercial term paper companies; 

2. Copying or allowing another student to copy from one’s paper or answer sheet during an 
examination;  

3. Allowing another individual to assume one’s identity for the purpose of enhancing one’s grade in 

any of the following: testing, field trips or attendance; 
4. Falsifying or attempting to falsify attendance records and/or grade rosters;  

5. Changing answers on a previously scored test, assignment or experiment with the intent to 
defraud; 

6. Inventing data for the purpose of completing a laboratory experiment or case study analysis with 
the intent to defraud; 

7. Giving and/or taking information during an examination by any means such as sign language, 

hand signals or secret codes; 
8. Obtaining copies of notes, exams or exam questions by any means other than distribution from 

the instructor. (This includes copying and removing exam questions from the classroom for any 
purpose.); 

9. Using study aids such as calculators, tape recorders or notes that have been specifically 

prohibited by the instructor. 

CONSEQUENCES FOR CHEATING OR PLAGIARISM 

Given alleged violation of the Standards of Conduct, any or all of the following actions may be imposed: 
1. When there is evidence of cheating or plagiarism in classroom work, students may receive an F 

for that piece of work or may be suspended from all classes for that term and the following term 
if deemed appropriate. 

2. The instructor may assign a failing grade to the examination or assignment in which the alleged 

cheating or plagiarism occurred. This action is based on information that the instructor had. 
3. The instructor may dismiss the student from the class or activity for the present and/or following 

class session(s)  
4. The instructor may recommend suspension or expulsion of the student from the college as 

stipulated in BP5138, Section IIB6 and 8. This recommendation must be in accordance with El 

Camino College’s Due Process and Disciplinary Procedures. 
5. Complete the Academic Dishonesty Report Form and submit it to the Academic Affairs Office. 

 
ADA Statement:  

El Camino College is committed to providing educational accommodations for students with disabilities 

upon the timely request by the student to the instructor. A student with a disability, who would like to 
request an academic accommodation, is responsible for identifying herself/himself to the instructor and to 

the Special Resource Center. To make arrangements for academic accommodations, contact the Special 
Resource Center at (310) 660-3295. 

 
Disclaimer Statement: The schedule and procedures in this course are subject to change in the event 

of extreme circumstances. Students will be notified ahead of time when and if any changes are made to 

course requirements or policies. 
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Semester Schedule of Topics and Assignments 
Week Date Learning Activities 

1 Aug 22 - 28 Discussion Question Introduction  
SECTION I. Introduction and Overview of Crime and Criminology 

Discussion Question 1 & Respond to Classmate 

2 Aug 29 – 
Sept 4 

SECTION II. Measuring Crime and Criminal Behavior 
Discussion Question 2 & Respond to Classmate 

Video Investigation 1 Due 

3 Sept 5 - 11 Quiz 1 on Sections I and II Due 

SECTION III. The Early Schools of Criminology and Modern Counterparts 

Discussion Question 3 & Respond to Classmate 

4 Sept 12 - 18 SECTION IV. Social Structural Theories 

Discussion Question 4 & Respond to Classmate 

5 Sept 19 - 25 SECTION V. Social Process Theories 
Discussion Question 5 & Respond to Classmate 

6 Sept 26 –  

Oct 2 

Quiz 2 on Sections III, IV, and V Due 

SECTION VI. Critical Theories: Marxist, Conflict, and Feminist 
Discussion Question 6 & Respond to Classmate 

7 Oct 3 - 9 SECTION VII. Psychosocial Theories: Individual Traits and Criminal Behavior 

Discussion Question 7 & Respond to Classmate 
Critical Analysis Application Paper #1 Due 

8 Oct 10 - 16 Quiz 3 on Sections VI and VII Due 

SECTION VIII. Biosocial Approaches 
Discussion Question 8 & Respond to Classmate 

  9 Oct 17 - 23 SECTION IX. Developmental Theories: From Delinquency to Crime to 
Desistance 

Discussion Question 9 & Respond to Classmate 

Video Investigation 2 Due 

10 Oct 24 - 30 Quiz 4 on Sections VIII and IX Due 

SECTION X. Violent Crimes 

Discussion Question 10 & Respond to Classmate 

11 Oct 31 –  

Nov 6 

SECTION XI. Multiple Murder and Terrorism 

Discussion Question 11 & Respond to Classmate 
Video Investigation 3 Due 

12 Nov 7 -13 SECTION XII. Property Crime 

Discussion Question 12 & Respond to Classmate 

13 Nov 14 - 20 Quiz 5 on Sections X, XI, and XII Due 
SECTION XIII. Public Order Crime 

Discussion Question 13 & Respond to Classmate 

14 Nov 21 - 27 SECTION XIV. White-Collar and Organized Crime 

Discussion Question 14 & Respond to Classmate 

Video Investigation 4 Due 

15 Nov 28 –  

Dec 4 

SECTION XV. Victimology: Exploring the Experience of Victimization 

Discussion Question 15 & Respond to Classmate 

Photo Conceptualization Project Due 

16 Dec 5 - 11 Video Investigation 5 Due 

Critical Analysis Application Paper #2 Due 
Quiz 6 on Sections XIII, XIV, and XV Due 

Course weeks follow a Saturday through Friday format.  

Assignments are always due by 11:59pm of the week’s ending date. 


