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U.S. History to 1877 (HIST 101) 
El Camino College Fall 2015 

 
Course description: This course is a chronological survey of U.S. history from the first Americans to 
1877, focusing on U.S. social, intellectual, political, economic, and diplomatic institutions. Major topics 
in the course include colonization, slavery, the American Revolution, Native Americans, the Civil War 
and Reconstruction. 
 
John Baranski 
Email: jbaranski@elcamino.edu  
Office location and phone: SOCS #110 and 310-660-3593 ext.3583 

Office hours: M/W 11:00-1:00, T 3:30-5:00, and by appointment 
 
Required reading: 
Christopher Clark, et al, Who Built America? Vol. 1: Working People and the Nation’s History (3rd edition) 
Laurel Ulrich, A Midwife’s Tale: The Life of Martha Ballard, Based on Her Diary, 1785-1812 
Digital copies of primary sources  
 
Assignments and grade distribution: 
Participation   (10%)     50 
2 exams    (40%)   200 
1 thesis and outline draft    (5%)     25 
1 analytical paper   (20%)   100 
2 reading quizzes   (10%)     50 
3 graded group projects  (15%)     75 
Total possible points                 500 
 
The following percentages will determine your final grade:  
90-100% = A 
80-89% = B 
70-79% = C 
60-69% = D 
0-59% = F  
Extra credit is not available. Plagiarism will be punished at the administrative level. No exceptions.  
 
Technology statement:  
There are no electronic devices allowed in class. If you have concerns about this policy, please see me.  
 
Participation: 
The participation grade will be based on your informed, thoughtful comments during class discussion 
and your behavior in class. If you use your cell phone in class or act or talk in a way that is disruptive, 
your participation grade will suffer. For success, do the reading and come to class ready to discuss the 
materials.  
 
Unit exams:  
There are two unit exams. Both are in class. Before each exam, you will receive a study guide to help 
you prepare. The exams will include short identifications, a primary source document analysis, and an 
essay question that requires a thesis statement and supporting evidence drawn from course materials. 
You must use a blue book for the exam. Blue books are available for sale at the campus bookstore and 
in the vending machine in the library.  
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Analytical essay:  
Students will write a 5-6 page (double-spaced) analytical essay. We will discuss the assignment 
expectations, requirements, and grading rubric in class. One part of this assignment requires the 
submission of a thesis statement and outline for feedback before your final paper is handed in. 
 
Group projects: 
Student success is connected to active learning in class with other students. One way this will be 
facilitated is with group projects, three of which will be graded. To participate in group projects, it is 
important to think like a historian when doing and discussing assigned readings. Students will divide 
into small groups to discuss primary source materials. Your group projects will be based on a set of 
questions that will be due at the end of class. Group assignments might be given during any class, and 
you can’t make up missed group assignments.  
 
Reading quizzes: 
There will be two reading quizzes. Reading quizzes will consist of a set of questions that will test your 
understanding of historical themes and your ability to construct historical arguments. You can’t make 
up missed reading quizzes.  
 
Primary source analysis:  
Throughout the course, primary sources will be assigned. These will be emailed to students and 
uploaded to the course webpage. You are responsible for reading these materials and, when relevant, 
incorporating them into quizzes, group projects, the paper, and exams.  
 
Attendance and classroom etiquette and cheating:  
Attendance will be taken at the beginning of every class and, if needed, at the end of class. Students 
may be dropped from the course after 4 absences. Students are expected to treat each other and the 
professor respectfully. Disruptive behavior interrupts learning. Please contribute to a positive learning 
experience for yourself and the other students. Arrive on time, prepared to participate in class. 
Cheating and plagiarism will not be tolerated. Plagiarism occurs when you take credit for the original 
ideas and/or words of another person.  
 
Students with a disability:  
El Camino College is committed to providing educational accommodations for students with 
disabilities upon the timely request by the student to the instructor. A student with a disability who 
would like to request an academic accommodation is responsible for identifying herself/himself to the 
instructor and to the Special Resources Center. To make arrangements for academic accommodations, 
contact the Special Resources Center at 310-660-3295.  
 
Student Code of Conduct:  
https://www.elcamino.edu/studentservices/activities/codeofconduct.asp 
Student Rights and Grievances Procedure 5530:  
https://www.elcamino.edu/studentservices/activities/college-complaint-process.asp 
 
Student learning outcome for History 101: Upon completion of United States History to 1877, students will be 
able to develop and persuasively argue an historical thesis in a written assignment that identifies and explains 
major social, economic, political and/or cultural historical themes or patterns in United States History to 1877 and 
applies appropriate historical methods to analyze and use primary and/or secondary sources as evidence to 
support the thesis. Students will achieve the outcome by learning the content of U.S. history to 1877; by accurately 
analyzing primary and secondary sources; and by successfully using those sources to prove an argument in a 
paper and in the essay exam answers.  
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History 101 course objectives:  
1. Compare and contrast the cultural traditions, values, and life styles of Europeans, Africans, and Native 
Americans in the early colonial period.    
2. Assess the American colonial experience under English domination through the political, social, economic, and 
cultural forces that shaped its development.    
3. Describe the institution of slavery and the experience of enslaved peoples during the colonial era and explain 
why slavery became the dominant labor system in the southern colonies and how it impacted American social, 
political, and economic systems.    
4. Compare and contrast the Spanish, French, and British colonies in North America.    
5. Analyze the major events and ideas that gave rise to the American Revolution against English rule and assess 
the outcome of the war.    
6. Identify the competing political philosophies in the early national period and explain how they impacted the 
creation of the Constitution and the expansion of democracy.    
7. Define the basic principles of American foreign policy from 1789 through the Civil War era and explain how 
those principles were applied to American interactions with foreign nations, including Native Americans in the 
West.    
8. Evaluate the evolution of the institutions of family, school, workplace, and community from the colonial era 
through the Civil War period.    
9. Identify and describe the impact of early nineteenth century European immigration on American culture, 
society, politics, and the economy.    
10. Define the concept of Manifest Destiny and evaluate the process and consequences of westward expansion, 
including the impact of westward expansion on Native Americans and Mexicans.    
11. Identify the nineteenth century reform movements aimed at the eradication of social ills in American society 
and assess how they influenced racial relations, gender roles, and the social hierarchy.    
12. Discuss the following issues in regards to the expansion of slavery in the nineteenth century: the evolving 
experiences and culture of enslaved peoples, the northern reaction to slavery, and the impact of slavery on 
southern economic and social systems.    
13. Analyze the causes, course, and outcome of the Civil War.    
14. Determine how political conflicts after the Civil War led to the creation of federal and State Reconstruction 
programs and assess the successes and failures of those programs.    

Class Schedule 
Unit 1 

Week One  
 Introduction to course, study tips, the craft of history 
 Pre-Columbian Americas 
Readings: Clark, et al, Who Built America? Chapter 1 

 
Week Two  

The Atlantic world, colonization, and slavery 
Readings: Clark, et al, Who Built America? Chapter 2  

  
Week Three 

The Atlantic world, colonization, and slavery 
Reading quiz 

Readings: Clark, et al, Who Built America? Chapter 3 
 
Week Four  

Comparison of colonies in North America 
Tensions with Britain, tensions over who should rule 

Readings: Clark, et al, Who Built America? Chapter 4 
  
Week Five 
  Causes and consequences of the war for independence 
Readings: Clark, et al, Who Built America? Chapter 5 
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Week Six 
Causes and consequences of the war for independence 

Reading quiz 
Readings: Readings: Clark, et al, Who Built America? Chapter 6, Ulrich, A Midwife’s Tale, introduction and first 
half of book through “March 1804” chapter 

 
Week Seven 

Politics and the economy in the early republic 
U.S. Foreign Policy: colonization and empire and review 

Readings: Clark, et al, Who Built America? Chapter 7, Ulrich, A Midwife’s Tale, finish book 
 

Week Eight 

U.S. Foreign Policy: colonization and empire  
Readings: Clark, et al, Who Built America? Review chapters 1-7 

First exam (ID and primary source analysis and written essay exam) 
 

Unit 2 
Week Nine  

Work, family, education, and the clock 
Urbanization and immigration 

Readings: Clark, et al, Who Built America? Chapter 8 
Paper thesis and outline due via email by midnight October 22, 2015 

 
Week Ten 
 Reform movements: U.S. culture, politics, and the economy 
Readings: Clark, et al, Who Built America? Chapter 9  
 
Week Eleven 

Reform movements: U.S. culture, politics, and the economy  
Manifest Destiny and imperialism 

Readings: Clark, et al, Who Built America?  
Final draft of paper due by 4pm on Thursday, November 5, 2015 

 
Week Twelve  

Slavery and Abolitionism 
Readings: Clark, et al, Who Built America? Chapter 10 

 
Week Thirteen 

Amplified sectionalism  
Civil War: Causes and consequences 

Readings: Zinn, Clark, et al, Who Built America? Chapter 11 
 
Week Fourteen  

Civil War: Causes and consequences 
Readings: Clark, et al, Who Built America? Chapter 12 
 
Week Fifteen  
 Reconstruction and review  
Readings: Clark, et al, Who Built America? Chapter 13 
 
Week Sixteen  

Second exam (ID and primary source analysis during first class of the week and written essay exam 
during the second class of the week)  


