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El Camino College – Fall 2015 - Section #2301 

History 101History 101History 101History 101    
Instructor: Dustin Black 

 
    El Camino College Mission statement: El Camino College offers quality, comprehensive educational programs and services to ensure the educational success of 
students from our diverse community. Student Learning Outcomes: Upon completion of United States History to 1877, students will be able to develop and persuasively argue 
a historical thesis in a written assignment that identifies and explains major social, economic, political, and/or cultural historical themes or patterns in United States history to 
1877 and apply appropriate historical methods to analyze primary and/or secondary sources as evidence to support the thesis. ADA Statement: El Camino College is committed 
to providing educational accommodations for students with disabilities upon the timely request by the student to the instructor. A student with a disability, who would like to 
request an academic accommodation, is responsible for identifying herself/himself to the instructor and to the Special Resources Center. To make arrangements for academic 
accommodations, contact the Special Resources Center. 

 
  

Class Meeting Information 
Lecture Meeting Days: M & W  
Lecture Times: 7:45 – 9:10 am 
Lecture Meeting Room: SOCS 211 
 

 

 

 

Instructor Contact Information 
Phone: (323) 523-5193  

Office Location: ARTB 320 
Office Hours: By appointment   
E-Mail: professordblack@yahoo.com   

Course Materials 
Required Text: Making America: A History of  
the United States, Volume 1: To 1877                       
Author: Berkin   

Edition: 6th 
ISBN: 978-0-495-91523-2 
 

 
 

Required Text: Reading the American Past: Selected 

Historical Documents, Volume 1: To 1877 

Author: Johnson 
Edition: 5th  

ISBN: 978-0-312-56413-1 
 

 

 

Supplemental Materials: Two large unmarked Blue Books, two ink pens (black), one 3-ring binder, current student ID, 
Library copy card (with a min. $3 credit), loose-leaf college-ruled note paper (avoid spiral-bound notebooks.) 
 
  
Course Description: This course is a chronological survey of American history from the first Americans to 1877, focusing on American social, intellectual, political, economic, 
and diplomatic institutions. Major topics in the course include colonization, slavery, the American Revolution, Native Americans, the Civil War and Reconstruction. Course 

Prerequisites: Eligibility for English 1A recommended. Course Objectives: 1. Compare and contrast the cultural traditions, values, and life styles of Europeans, Africans, and 
Native Americans in the early colonial period. 2. Asses the American colonial experience under English domination through the political, social, economic, and cultural forces 
that shaped its development. 3. Describe the institution of slavery and the experience of enslaved peoples during the colonial era, and explain why slavery became the dominant 
labor system in the southern colonies and how it impacted American social, political, and economic systems. 4. Compare and contrast the Spanish, French, and British colonies 
in North America. 5. Analyze the major events and ideas that gave rise to the American Revolution against English rule and asses the outcome of the war. 6. Identify the 
competing political philosophies in the early national period and explain how they impacted the creation of the Constitution and the expansion of democracy. 7. Define the basic 
principals of American foreign policy from 1789 through the Civil War era, and explain how those principals were applied to American interactions with foreign nations, 
including Native Americans in the West. 8. Evaluate the evolution of the institutions of family, school, workplace, and community from colonial era through the Civil War 
period. 9. Identify and describe the impact of early nineteenth century European immigration on American culture, society, politics, and the economy. 10. Define the concept of 
Manifest Destiny and evaluate the process and consequences of westward expansion, including the impact of westward expansion on Native Americans and Mexicans. 11. 
Identify the nineteenth century reform movements aimed at the eradication of social ills in American society and assess how they influenced racial relations, gender roles, and 
the social hierarchy. 12. Discuss the following issues in regards to the expansion of slavery in the nineteenth century: the evolving experiences and culture of enslaved peoples, 
the northern reaction to slavery, and the impact of slavery on southern economic and social systems. 13. Analyze the causes, course, and outcome of the Civil War. 14. 
Determine how political conflicts after the Civil War led to the creation of federal and State Reconstruction programs and assess the successes and failure of those programs.    
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Assessment Activities: 
The following activities will be used to assess mastery of student learning outcomes: 
A. Written / activity-based in-class assignments 
B. Written / activity-based homework assignments 
C. Midterm / Final Exams (Final exam will not be cumulative.) 
D. Weekly Quizzes (administered online via Etudes – contact the Distance Education Department for login info.) 
E. Extra credit opportunities may be announced at my discretion – please do not request them. 

  
Evaluation Criteria: 
While learning the Who & When of History is vital to success in this course, students should also grasp the Where, How, 
and Why. Assignments will be evaluated by criteria set in the Course Objectives and SLO. Grammar & sentence structure 
are not the primary evaluation criteria for this course, but poorly-written or illegible work is unlikely to earn full points.    

 

Late / Missed Assignment Policy: 
I do not accept late submissions, nor do I schedule alternative exams – please plan accordingly. Out of fairness to your 
classmates, please do not ask for exceptions to this policy. Missed assignments receive zero credit.  

 

* Note: assignment submission deadline is the start of class on the due date – assignments that arrive after the last 

call will incur a point deduction. Unless otherwise noted, email submissions are not accepted.  * 

 

Grading Scale: 
Based on a course total of 100 points, the following grading scale will apply: 
 
          Points Earned    =    Grade Earned 
        90-100                 A 
        79-89        B 
        68-78        C 
        57-67        D 
         0-56        F 
 

Attendance Requirements: 
Students whose absence from class exceeds 10% of the total scheduled class meeting time may be dropped by the instructor 
for “non-participation”. This includes absences, tardies, stepping out of class for long breaks, and leaving early.  

 

Note: 2 tardies = 1 absence 
 

Students may miss up to 10% of the scheduled class meeting time without being dropped. I recommend banking your 10% 
for emergencies, births, deaths, etc. Do not call or text me if you need to miss class, and do not bring a note upon return. 
Simply tend to the matter at hand, and contact a classmate to get what you missed while absent. Please choose carefully 

how & when you spend your 10%, and if you are dropped for non-participation, please do not take it personally.        

 
Student Conduct: 
1) Class discussion topics may be controversial; I expect all opinions to be expressed respectfully (raise your hand, be 
concise, stay on topic, avoid profanity, don’t interrupt others, etc.) 
2) Phone use is not permitted in class – kindly keep them set to silent (not vibrate) and out of sight.   
3) You may take notes with a laptop or tablet. Mute it & stay offline. I may revoke this privilege at my discretion.    
4) Avoid eating in class. Bottled water, and covered coffee or tea are OK. Bring napkins.      
5) Recording in-class activity in any format is not permitted without my explicit consent.    
6) The class seating arrangement is made with student success in mind, and may change at my discretion. 
7) After prepping our in-class material, I will invite everyone to come in and sit down. I may lock the doors after taking 
roll, so if you are tardy, kindly refrain from knocking - I will admit you at an opportune break in instruction. 

 
Small details, Big differences: 
1) Put your name and course info (course name, days/times, section number) on all submitted work.  
2) Include your full name and course info in the ‘subject’ field of any text, email or vm you send me.  
3) Submit written work as a word-processed, proof-read, stapled hard copy. Follow instructions carefully.  
4) Bring all course materials (textbook, handouts, notes, study guides, etc.) to every class meeting. 
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Course Reading ScheduleCourse Reading ScheduleCourse Reading ScheduleCourse Reading Schedule    
I recommend following this schedule to break the semester’s reading into manageable chunks. Be prepared to discuss each 

reading assignment on the day it’s indicated. 

___________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

   

Wk 01 8/24 Course Introduction 
 8/26 Overarching Themes and Theoretical / Methodological Foundations 
    
Wk 02 8/31 Themes / Foundations  
 9/2 Chapter 1: Making a “New” World, to 1588, Homework #1 Due  
     
Wk 03 9/7 Labor Day Holiday – No Class  

 9/9 Chapter 1 
   
Wk 04 9/14 Chapter 2: A Continent on the Move, 1400-1725 
 9/16 Chapter 2 
   
Wk 05 9/21 Chapter 3: Founding the English Mainland Colonies, 1585-1732 
 9/23 Chapter 3 
   
Wk 06 9/28 Chapter 4: The English Colonies in the 18th Century, 1689-1763 
 9/30 Chapter 5: Deciding Where Loyalties Lie, 1763-1776 
 
Wk 07 10/5 Chapter 6: Independence and a New Nation, 1775-1783 
 10/7 Chapter 7: Competing Visions of the Republic, 1770-1796 
 
Wk 08 10/12 Midterm Review 
 10/14 Midterm Exam 
 
Wk 09 10/19 Chapter 8: The Early Republic, 1796-1804   
 10/21 Chapter 8 
 
Wk 10 10/26 Chapter 8 
 10/28 Chapter 9: Conflict and War, 1805-1815 
 
Wk 11 11/2 Chapter 10: The Rise of a New Nation, 1815-1836 
 11/4 Chapter 10 
 
Wk 12 11/9 Chapter 11: Growth and Expansion, 1828-1848 
 11/11 Veterans Day Holiday – No Class   
  
Wk 13 11/16 Chapter 11 
 11/18 Chapter 12: Responses to the Great Transformation, 1828-1848 
 
Wk 14 11/23 Chapter 13: Sectional Conflict and Shattered Union, 1848-1860 
 11/25 Chapter 14: Civil War, 1861-1865, Homework #2 Due   
 
Wk 15 11/30 Chapter 15: Reconstruction, 1865-1877 
 12/2 Course Conclusion, Extra Credit Due 
 
Wk 16 12/7 Final Review 
 12/9 Final Exam  
 

This schedule is tentative and subject to revision - changes will be announced in advance whenever possible. 

In-class assignments, quizzes, and off-campus activities TBA. 
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Online Quiz ScheduleOnline Quiz ScheduleOnline Quiz ScheduleOnline Quiz Schedule    
 

 This course features one online quiz per week. The online course management program that 

hosts these quizzes is called Etudes, and if you’re not familiar with how to use it, contact the Distance 
Education Department directly, or check out the brief tutorial found at the following link:  

 

http://www.elcamino.edu/library/distancehttp://www.elcamino.edu/library/distancehttp://www.elcamino.edu/library/distancehttp://www.elcamino.edu/library/distance----ed/etudes.asped/etudes.asped/etudes.asped/etudes.asp 

 

For general questions about navigating Etudes, go to:      

 

http://etudes.org/help/students.htmhttp://etudes.org/help/students.htmhttp://etudes.org/help/students.htmhttp://etudes.org/help/students.htm 

 

 Once logged in, explore our course site, especially the section in the far left menu titled 

Assignments, Tests, and Surveys. Plan on visiting each week to complete a quiz based on material from 

our course textbook Making America: A History of the United States. Each quiz is worth three points, 
each may be taken up to three times for a better score (your best score will automatically be recorded), 

and you may complete each week’s quiz anytime between 6am Monday and 11:30pm Friday of that 

week. Further details are found on the site and in the quiz instructions, so log in and take a look as soon 

as you can. 

 

These quizzes will be worth 45% of your overall point total for the course, andThese quizzes will be worth 45% of your overall point total for the course, andThese quizzes will be worth 45% of your overall point total for the course, andThese quizzes will be worth 45% of your overall point total for the course, and    there are no makeups for there are no makeups for there are no makeups for there are no makeups for 

missed quizzes, so I recommend you stay on top of them!missed quizzes, so I recommend you stay on top of them!missed quizzes, so I recommend you stay on top of them!missed quizzes, so I recommend you stay on top of them!    

 

 

Online quizzes will be available for completion as follows: 
 

  

Week 2: Chapter 1 Quiz 

 

Week 3: Chapter 2 Quiz 

 

Week 4: Chapter 3 Quiz 

 

Week 5: Chapter 4 Quiz 

 

Week 6: Chapter 5 Quiz 

 

Week 7: Chapter 6 Quiz 

 

Week 8: Chapter 7 Quiz 

 

Week 9: Chapter 8 Quiz 

 

Week 10: Chapter 9 Quiz 

 

Week 11: Chapter 10 Quiz 

 

Week 12: Chapter 11 Quiz 

 

Week 13: Chapter 12 Quiz 

 

Week 14: Chapter 13 Quiz 

 

Week 15: Chapter 14 Quiz 

 

Week 16: Chapter 15 Quiz 

  

  

  

Though Etudes has a “Private Message” feature, I prefer that you use the email or mobile number 
provided on this syllabus to contact me with questions. 


