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Ethnic Studies 1: Introduction to Ethnic Studies  

Fall 2015:  Friday:   9:30-12:40 AM; Three Unit Course 

Instructor:   Gerardo Briceno; Room SOCS 206; Section Number 2282 

E-mail:    gbriceno@elcamino.edu or Gerardobriceno@aol.com 

 

Course Description  

This course provides a multidisciplinary introduction and analysis of ethnic groups in the United 

States.  Various theories and perspectives will be examined to better comprehend the effects of 

institutional racism, marginalization, socio-economic and political discrimination, and 

ethnocentrism on American ethnic and racial groups. 

 

Course Learning Outcomes:   

Upon completion of Introduction to Ethnic Studies, students will be able to develop and 

persuasively argue a thesis in a written assignment that applies interdisciplinary theoretical 

frameworks to analyze socioeconomic and political factors that confront ethnic minorities as they 

interact in American society. 

 

Course Objectives: Students will learn the following: 

1. Define and assess the concepts of race and ethnicity in American society. 

2. Apply theoretical frameworks of race relations to past and present issues in American 

society. 

3. Compare and contrast the major demographic patterns of immigrant groups who entered 

the United States. 

4. Examine the concepts of religion and gender identity and compare and contrast the 

influences on various American ethnic groups. 

5. Outline and discuss the major historical and political developments that have influenced 

and affected specific ethnic communities within the United States. 

6. Assess how attitudes and behaviors of mainstream society are affected by social factors 

such as ethnicity, religion, and cultural differences. 

7. Evaluate factors which may influence assimilation of ethnic minorities into the 

mainstream culture. 

8. Examine contributions of ethnic groups to mainstream society. 

9. Identify and evaluate how ethnic groups have coped with cultural conflict, institutional 

racism, marginalization, social, economic and political discrimination and ethnocentrism. 

10. Evaluate the changing role of government policies with regards to the determination of 

immigrant status in the United States. 

11. Compare and contrast the experiences of European, Asian, African, and Latin American 

immigrants in the United States in relation to stratification and assimilation. 

 

Assigned texts: 

1. Schaefer, Richard T.  Race and Ethnicity in the United States (7
th

 edition).  Boston:  

Pearson, 2013.  

2. Ronald Takaki.  A Different Mirror:  A History of Multicultural America (Revised 

Edition).  Boston:  Little, Brown and Co., 2008. 

3. Students are required to buy three large bluebooks for the tests. 

mailto:gbriceno@elcamino.edu
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Important School Dates: 
Last day to drop a full-semester class without a “W” grade is Friday September 04, 2015. 

Last day to drop a full-semester class with a “W” grade is Friday November 13, 2015. 

There will be no class session on Friday November 27, 2015 (Thanksgiving Holiday). 

 

Classroom Behavioral Expectations:  The diversity of the El Camino College student 

population provides us with a unique opportunity to experience the differences among us.  At 

times we may disagree on a particular point; however, our discussions will always remain 

respectful of these differences.  We will treat others with dignity and respect in the classroom. 

Honesty Policy:  It is expected that you do your own work, both on your assignments and at the 

time of testing.  Plagiarism is not allowed under any circumstances.  At the discretion of the 

instructor, plagiarism will be punishable by a “zero” for the assignment.  Violations of Academic 

Integrity include, but are not limited to, the following actions: cheating on an exam, plagiarism, 

working together on an assignment, paper or project when the instructor has specifically stated 

students should not do so, submitting the same term paper to more than one instructor, or 

allowing another individual to assume one’s identity for the purpose of enhancing one’s grade.  

ADA Statement:  

El Camino College is committed to providing educational accommodations for students with 

disabilities upon the timely request by the student to the instructor. A student with a disability, 

who would like to request an academic accommodation, is responsible for identifying 

herself/himself to the instructor and to the Special Resources Center. To make arrangements for 

academic accommodations, contact the Special Resources Center.  

Laptop, Cell Phone, Texting Policy and Audio Taping:  Use of laptops, cell phones or text 

messaging during class is prohibited. Turn them off and put them away (and away does not mean 

on top of the desk). Students, who are text messaging, e-mailing or are talking on the cell phone 

during class time, will be asked to leave the room or be suspended for a class session.  If the 

problem continues, further disciplinary action may be taken.  If for some reason you need to 

bring a cell phone to class, please discuss your situation with the instructor ahead of time.  

Students are also asked to put their backpacks, purses, food, other, under their desks and not on 

their laps or on top of the desk.  Students are not allowed to tape class lectures without teacher 

permission.  These rules will be enforced. 
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Course Requirements, Expectations and Grading Policy 

The final course grade will be calculated based on the following components: 

 

Class assignments and participation (200 points possible) 

 

1. Three exams: (105 Points Possible) 
a. There will be three exams each worth 35 points.  Each exam will consist of material 

covered in the class through readings, lectures and videos. The exams will be a 

mixture of short answer questions, identification questions, and one essay.  Each 

exam will have a one hour and 25 minutes time limit.   

 

2. Research paper and group activity: (55 points possible) 
a. Students will participate in one group project that includes write a research paper.  

The instructions for the assignment are attached. 

 

3. Weekly quizzes: (40 points possible) 
a. There will be a weekly quiz.  The quiz will be on either Monday or Wednesday.  The 

quizzes will start one second after the class session begins, and once the quiz starts, 

any student late will not be allowed to take it.  Late students will be asked to wait 

outside the class until the quiz is done.  Therefore, it is important you are in class at 

the appointed time. 

b. Each quiz will be on the assigned reading for that week.  I will make sure the quizzes 

are straightforward.  If you read and take notes, you should be able to know the 

answer.   

c. There will be a total of 11 quizzes, with ten of them counted and one dropped.  Each 

quiz will be graded on a scale of one to four points, with four points being the 

maximum.  The grade will be based on answer development, examples, and content.   

d. Students will receive a zero if they do not take the quiz.   There will be no make-up 

quizzes without a legitimate excused absence (i.e. doctor’s note). 

e. Students will be allowed to use their notes, but not their books for the quizzes.   

f. Students are advised to save every quiz for final class grade purposes. 

 

Grading:  Students will be graded on the following scale: 

  A 180-200 Points 

  B 160-179 Points 

  C 140-159 Points 

  D 120-139 Points 

  F 000-119 Points 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

4 

 

Class Participation:  

Class Attendance:   Attendance will be taken daily.  After a student accumulates in any class 

more than a week’s absences (more than the number of times the class meets per week), 

consecutive or nonconsecutive, an instructor may drop the student according to the drop deadline 

dates.   Students are also expected to be in class on time.   

 

Reading and Preparation:   Students are expected to participate in class discussion.  The 

professor recommends that students take notes when reviewing their reading assignments.  This 

strategy will help students be better prepared and make the class more productive.       

Methodology:  The method of instruction will include class discussion, lectures, cooperative 

learning discussion groups, and individual/group presentations.  The class instruction will also 

include videos, handouts, and the possibility of guest speakers 

 

Instructions for the Class Project & Research Paper 

1. The Project:  

 You are required to join a group of three to four students and chose a topic (i.e. 

education, politics, economics, and/or judicial system) to study, research, write on, 

and present to the class.  Each group will choose their own topic. 

 The topic has to be relevant in contemporary society (post 2000) and one that is of 

concern to a current ethnic group or groups in the United States. 

 The topic will then be broken down and analyzed in different ways by each group.  

For example, if you choose the judicial system, one student can focus on the 

incarceration rates of minorities, while another student can focus on racial profiling 

and minorities, and a third student can focus on racism in the judicial system, and so 

on. 

 

2. Approach to the paper: 

 Students are encouraged to use a wide range of sources to analyze the subject matter.  

For example, students should look into media outlets (i.e. documentaries, movies, 

television shows and news stations), internet sources (i.e. you tube, government web 

sites), recent books, magazine articles, journals, and newspapers. 

 A bibliography of at least 12 sources that are being reviewed for the project needs to 

be submitted on the scheduled due date.  The bibliography needs to include the names 

of all the students that participated in collecting the information.  Only one 

bibliography should be submitted per group.  Each student should have at least three 

sources to contribute to the bibliography.   

 The bibliography has to be in MLA style, in alphabetical order, and make sure you 

indent the proper lines. 
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3. There are two components for the project: 

a. A five page analytical paper is required per student.   

 Once the group has chosen the topic, each individual student is required to 

write his/her own paper.  The written paper has to be at least four complete 

pages.   

 For the four page paper, the student is expected to objectively look at the 

information at hand, and critically offer insights on what the problem is, how 

it can be dealt with, what has to happen to help solve it, and so on. 

 The fifth page needs to be a works cited page.  Even though it is an analytical 

paper, I still expect students to cite a minimum of five sources. 

 The works cited page has to be in MLA style, in ABC order, and make sure 

you indent the proper lines. 

 

b. A creative class presentation per group    

 Students will combine their research with the rest of the group and together 

prepare a class presentation of 15 to 20 minutes on the topic in a creative 

manner (i.e. debate, political forum, media, other).   

 However, it cannot be only one student presenting for the group.  All students 

are required to participate in the group presentation. 

 

4. Grading the Project 

a. Bibliography:         10 points possible 

 All student names on the bibliography page will get the same grade, so make 

sure it is written and structured correctly.  Review each other’s work. 

b. Paper: Grammar, logic, content, works cited page:  35 points possible 

 Late papers have one week to be submitted for half credit only.   Any paper 

over a week late will not be accepted. 

 If you do not submit a paper, you will not be allowed to present. 

c. Presentation:  Creativity, structure, and content:     10 points possible 

 Any student not participating in the class presentation will receive a zero 

grade for that part of the assignment. 

 

1. Turnitin.com 

a. Students are required to submit their papers to the website:  turnitin.com on or before. 

 The class identification number is:   

 The enrollment password is:   

 

2. Due Dates for the assignment: 
a. Bibliography: October 02, 2015 

b. Paper:  November 13, 2015  

c. Presentations: December 04, 2015 
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Weekly Schedule: 

 

Aug. 28 Introductions, syllabus review, lecture, video 

 

Sep. 04 Review:  Race, ethnicity and prejudice 

Read:  Race and Ethnicity in the United States, chapters 1& 2 

  Quiz #1 

 

 11 Review:  Discrimination and Immigration 

Read:  Race and Ethnicity in the United States, chapters 3 & 4 

  Quiz #2 

 

 18 Review:  Ethnicity and Religion 

Read:  Race and Ethnicity in the United States, chapters 5& 6 

  Quiz #3 

 

 25 1
st
 Exam:  

 

Oct. 02 Review Native Americans:  Pre-colonial to 1850 

  Read:  Chapters 2 & 4 (A Different Mirror) 

Quiz # 4 

 

09 Review Native Americans:  1850 to the present 

  Read:  Chapter 9 (A Different Mirror) 

Quiz # 5 

 

16 Review African Americans:  1619 to 1865 

  Read:  Chapters 3 & 5 (A Different Mirror) 

Quiz # 6 

 

 23 Review African Americans:  1865 to the present  

  Read:  Chapters 13 & 15 (A Different Mirror) 

  Quiz #7 

 

 30 2
nd

 Exam  

 

Nov. 06 Review Mexican Americans:  1821 to 1900  

  Read:  Chapter 7 (A Different Mirror) 

  Quiz #8 

 

 13 Review Mexican Americans:  1900 to the present 

  Read:  Chapter 12 (A Different Mirror) 

  Quiz #9 
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 20 Review Asian Americans: Chinese Americans 

  Read: Chapter 8 (A Different Mirror) 

  Quiz #10 

 

27 Review Asian Americans: Japanese Americans 

  Read: Chapter 10 (A Different Mirror) 

  Quiz #11 

 

Dec. 04 Student group presentations 

 

11 3
rd

 Exam  

 

Syllabus Subject to Change 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

8 

 

Chapter Discussion and Quiz Questions 

Be ready to discuss or be quizzed on the following questions: 

 

Race and Ethnicity 

Chapter 1:  
 

1. What is the difference between a minority group, a racial group and an ethnic group? 

2. What is an intelligence test (I.Q.)? 

3. What is meant by the “social construct of race”? 

4. What is Pan-ethnicity? 

5. Know the difference between  

a. Functionalist perspective- 

b. Conflict perspective- 

c. Labeling perspective- 

6. What is a “self-fulfilling prophecy”? 

7. What is the difference between emigration and immigration? 

8. What is the difference between ethnic cleansing and colonialism? 

9. What is the difference between assimilation, segregation and secessionism? 

10. What is the difference between Anglo conformity, Melting Pot, and Pluralism? 

11. What is understood by the matrix of domination?  

 

Chapter 2:   
 

1. What is ethnocentrism? 

2. What is prejudice? 

3. What are ethnophaulisms? 

4. What is Merton’s Typology?  

5. What is white privilege? 

6. Know the difference between 

a. Scapegoating theory- 

b. Authoritarian Personality theory- 

c. Exploitation theory- 

d. Normative theory- 

7. What is a stereotype? 

8. What is the difference between racial profiling and color-blind racism? 

9. What is intergroup hostility? 

10. What is the Social Distance Scale? 
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Chapter 3: 

 

1. What is discrimination? 

2. What is the difference between relative deprivation and absolute deprivation? 

3. What is total discrimination? 

4. What is a hate crime? 

5. What is Institutional Discrimination? 

6. What is Environmental Justice? 

7. What is Affirmative Action? 

8. What was/is the Regents of the University of California v. Bakke case? 

9. What is reverse discrimination? 

10. What is the glass ceiling? 

 

Chapter 4: 

 

1. What is chain migration? 

2. What is xenophobia? 

3. What is nativism? 

4. What was the National Origins System? 

5. What was the importance of the 1965 Immigration and Nationality Act? 

6. What is the Brain Drain? 

7. What is Bilingual Education? 

8. What is naturalization? 

9. What is remittance? 

10. What is the difference between an immigrant and a refugee? 

 

Chapter 5: 

 

1. What is ethnic diversity? 

2. According to the book, why don’t we study Whiteness? 

3. What is White privilege? 

4. What is the third-generation principle? 

5. What is pan-ethnicity? 

6. According to the book, what did you learn about? 

a. German Americans 

b. Irish Americans 

c. Italian Americans 

d. Polish Americans 

7. What is civil religion? 

8. What is a creationist? 
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A Different Mirror 

 

Takaki Chapter 2: The “Tempest” in the Wilderness:  A Tale of Two Frontiers 

 

1. What were some of the reasons the English left England? 

2. How were the Irish treated by the English? 

3. Who is Caliban? 

4. According to the English, were the Indians civilized?  Why or why not? 

5. What was the relationship of the original settlers of Virginia and The Powhatan 

Confederacy? 

6. What role did tobacco play in the development of the Indian/colonist relationship? 

7. How did the colonists justify the acquisition of Indian land and the violence against 

them? 

8. According to the colonists, how did Indians contradict Puritan ideals? 

9. How did Thomas Jefferson view Indians overall?  For example, why did he advocate 

Indian removal?  Why did he want to make Indians farmers?   

 

Takaki Chapter 4: Toward the Stony Mountains:  From Removal to Reservation 

 

1. What type of relationship did Andrew Jackson have with Indians? 

2. What was The Trade and Intercourse Act of 1802?   

3. What was The Treaty of Dancing Rabbit Creek?   

4. What was The Indian Removal Act of 1830?   

5. How did the Cherokee resist their forced removal?   

6. What was The New Echota Treaty? 

7. What was The Trail of Tears?  

8. How was the Pawnee way of life changed with the coming of the white man? 

9. What was the Indian Appropriation Act of 1871?  

 

Takaki Chapter 9: The “Indian Question”:  From Reservation to Reorganization 

1. Who was Wavoka?   

2. What was the purpose of the Ghost Dance?  

3. What happened at Wounded Knee? 

4. What did you learn about General George Armstrong Custer? 

5. Who was Francis Amasa Walker?   

6. What was the purpose of The Dawes Act of 1887?   

7. What was The Indian Reorganization Act of 1934?   

8. Why did the Navajo Indians oppose the Indian Reorganization Act of 1934? 
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Takaki Chapter 3: The Hidden Origins of Slavery 

 

A View from the Cabins:  Black and White Together 

1. How were the Africans viewed by the English settlers? 

2. How important was tobacco in early colonial society? 

3. Were the original nineteen Africans in the colonies slaves? 

4. What was an indentured servant?   

5. What kind of relationship did white and African indentured servants have originally?  

6. When punished, did African and white servants get treated the same?  Explain. 

7. When did the Virginia legislature start to institutionalize slavery?   

 

“English and Negroes in Armes”:  Bacon’s Rebellion 

1. What was the expectation of every indentured servant upon finishing his/her agreement? 

2. Who controlled the land, assembly, and legislation in colonial society?   

3. What was the Giddy Multitude?  

4. What tactics were used to break up the relationship between Africans and whites? 

 

“White over Black” 

1. How did Thomas Jefferson view emancipation? How did Thomas Jefferson view 

Africans?   

 

Takaki Chapter 5: No More Peck o’ Corn:  

 

1. Who was David Walker?   

 

“North of Slavery” 

2. What was the general experience of African Americans living in the U.S. north? 

 

Was “Sambo” Real 

1. Was “Sambo” real? 

2. What was the everyday life of urban slaves in the South? 

3. Why were female slaves quick to abandon the southern plantations? 

 

Frederick Douglass:  Son of His Master  

1. Who was Frederick Douglass?   

 

Martin Delaney:  Father of Black Nationalism 

1. Who was Martin Delaney?   

   

“Tell Linkum Dat We Wants Land” 

1. What was the purpose of the 1895 Atlanta Exposition?  

2. Why is Booker T. Washington’s speech remembered? 
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Takaki Chapter 13: To the Land of Hope:  Blacks in the Urban North 

 

1. What was the impact of African American migration to the North? 

 

The Crucible of the City 

1. What was the reaction from whites to African American urbanization? 

 

Black Pride in Harlem 

2. Who was Marcus Garvey?   

3. What was the Harlem Renaissance?   

 

“But a Few Pegs to Fall”:  The Great Depression 

1. What was the impact of the “New Deal” on African Americans during the Great 

Depression? 

2. Who was W.E.B. Dubois?  

 

 

Takaki Chapter 15: Out of the War:  Clamors for Change 

 

Rising Winds for Social Justice 

1. What did A. Phillip Randolph push for in the 1940s? 

2. When and why was the “white” only restriction of the 1790 Naturalization Law 

rescinded? 

3. What role did Rosa Parks and Martin Luther King Jr. play in the Montgomery bus 

boycott? 

4. What were some of the tactics used in the African American civil rights struggle? 

5. What was the African American and Jewish relationship in the South? What was it in the 

North? 

6. What did Stokely Carmichael and other militant blacks propose? 

 

Raisins in the Sun 

1. Who was Malcolm X? 

2. What was (is) the “black underclass”? 

3. What did you learn about the working situation of black men and women? 

 For example:  How has deindustrialization impacted African Americans? 

 

Asian Americans:  “A Model Minority” for Blacks 

1. Why are Asian Americans the model minority? 

2. How did the increase of defense expenditures during the 1980s impact social programs?  
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Takaki Chapter 7: Foreigners in their Native Land:  The War against Mexico 

 

“We Must Become Conquerors or We Are Robbers” 

 

1. What policies did Mexico institute in 1830 that angered Americans and some Mexicans?  

2. What did Stephen Austin urge his countrymen to do? 

3. What happened at the Alamo?  Why is it important?     

4. Why is the Rio Grande and Nueces River debate important to understand in U.S. history? 

5. What was the Bear Flag Republic?   

6. Why did California have a small Mexican population? 

7. What did Ulysses S. Grant, George G. Meade, General Winfield Scott and a Mexican 

Newspaper say about the atrocities committed by Americans during the war? 

8. What was (is) the Treaty of Guadalupe Hidalgo? 

 

Anglo over Mexican 

9. What was the Greaser Act?  

10. What was the Foreign Miner’s Act of 1850?  

11. What was the impact of white primaries and poll taxes on Mexicans? 

12. How did the Court of Private Land Claims in New Mexico and the Land Commission of 

California help or hurt Mexican land owners? 

 

Takaki Chapter 12: El Norte:  Up from Mexico 

 

1. What was the experience of Mexicans in El Norte? 

 

Sprinkling the Fields with the Sweat of Their Brows 

 

1. What kind of labor did Mexicans provide for the United States? 

2. What tended to be the working and living conditions of migrant labor camps? 

3. Why did so many Mexican workers organize strikes in the 1930s?   

 

Tortillas and Rotis:  Mixed Marriages 

1. What were some of the reasons Indian men married Mexican women? 

 

On the Other Side of the Tracks 

 

1. What was the experience of Mexican students in the United States?   

2. What was the Mexican Repatriation of the 1930s? 

 

The Barrio:  A Mexican-American World 

 

1. What is the Mexican experience in the barrio? 
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Takaki Chapter 8: Searching For Gold Mountain 

 

Pioneers from Asia 

 

1. What push and pull factors led to the migration of Chinese to the United States? 

2. What was the Foreign Miner’s Tax of 1852? 

3. How important were the Chinese laborers to the railroad construction?  

4. What was a “coolie”? 

5. What was the experience of Chinese laborers in the U.S. South?   

 Why were they recruited to work there? 

6. Why did many U.S. citizens fear Chinese labor?  

7. What was the purpose of having a “Yellow Proletariat” in the United States? 

8. What is a Nagur?  ? 

9. Define the following cases, laws or persons: 

 People v. Hall 

 Ling Sing v. Washburn 

 Page Law of 1875 

 Yong Chan 

 

Twice a Minority:  Chinese Women in America 

10. What was the experience of Chinese women in the United States?   

 

A Colony of “Bachelors” 

11. What was the everyday life of the Chinese bachelor?  

 

A Sudden Change in Fortune:  The San Francisco Earthquake 

12. What impact did the 1906 San Francisco earthquake have on the Chinese community?   

 

“Caught in Between”:  Chinese Born in America 

13. What did you learn about U.S. born children of Chinese immigrants? 
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Takaki Chapter 10: Pacific Crossings 

 

1. What push and pull factors led to the migration of Japanese citizens to Hawaii? 

 

Pictured Brides in America 

 

1. What was the Gentleman’s Agreement Act? 

2. What was a picture bride?   

 

Tears in the Cane fields 

 

1. How crucial was Japanese labor to the Hawaiian plantations? 

2. Why did the various ethnic groups finally go on strike together?   

3. What was the way of life for the Japanese and other ethnic groups in Hawaii? 

 

Transforming California: From Deserts to Farms 

 

1. Why did Japanese migrants in California become farmers? 

2. How were the Japanese citizens able to obtain land in California? 

3. What was the purpose of the Alien Land Law of 1913? 

4. What did Takao Ozawa try to do?   

 

The Nisei:  Americans by Birth    

 

1. Who were the Nisei and what was their experience in America?  

 


