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Introduction to Physical Anthropology 

ANTH 1 

El Camino College Fall 2015 

 
 

 

El Camino College offers quality, comprehensive educational programs and services to 

ensure the educational success of students from our diverse community. 

 

 

CLASS MEETINGS:  Wednesdays 6:00-9:10 p.m.,  

Room ARTB 334 

08/26/2015 – 12/09/2015 

     Course code: 2065 

 

COURSE PREREQUISITE  
(or recommended preparation):  Eligibility for English 1A. 

 

INSTRUCTOR:    Vincent De Setto, MA 

EMAIL:     vdesetto@elcamino.edu 

     anthropology101@earthlink.net  

OFFICE HOUURS:    By appointment. 

 

 

REQUIRED TEXT:  

 
Biological Anthropology. 7

th
 ed. by Park, Michael Alan 2013. McGraw-Hill Publishers 

 

COURSE DESCRIPTION:   
 

This course explores and emphasizes the evolution and physical diversity of the human 

species. Topics include genetics, mechanisms of evolutionary change, human variation, 

and the reconstruction of human evolutionary history through examination of the fossil 

record and comparative studies of the living non-human primates. This is an introductory 

course in anthropology and in the science of biological or physical anthropology.  We 

will explore the varying paradigms and theoretical frameworks that compose the 

scientific knowledge of this sub-discipline. 
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COURSE OBJECTIVES: 

Upon completion of the course the student will be able to: 

 
1. Demonstrate an understanding of the concept of the scientific method and its 

significance to science. 

2. Describe and evaluate the major ideas that preceded and led to the development of 

evolutionary theory and analyze modern theories of Darwinian evolution through 

natural selection. 

3. Identify and describe the processes by which genetic information is transmitted 

from one generation to the next. 

4. Identify and discuss the various components of the DNA molecule and the 

process of protein synthesis. 

5. Explain and assess the mechanisms of evolutionary change and explain how each 

one contributes to the evolutionary process. 

6. Contrast point and chromosomal mutations and discuss the significance of point 

mutations to evolution. 

7. List the major anatomical characteristics of primates associated with movement 

and the senses, and explain how they evolved as adaptations to an arboreal 

environment. 

8. Contrast the major forms of primate social structure and describe their 

relationship to the primate species’ ecology. 

9. Explain the differences between relative and chronometric dating and provide an 

example of chronometric dating using a radiometric technique. 

10. Evaluate the benefits of bipedalism in reference to the particular environment in 

which most hominid evolution occurred. 

11. Compare and contrast the skull characteristics of Australopithecus africanus, 

Australopithecus (or Paranthropus) boisei, and Homo habilis in relation to the 

particular diet of each. 

12. Contrast the anatomical characteristics of Homo habilis and Homo erectus, and 

analyze those contrasts in reference to their respective environments and 

subsistence strategies. 

13. Analyze the characteristics of Homo neanderthalensis in reference to the 

environment in which this hominid lived. 

14. Evaluate the models that account for the origin of Homo sapiens, outlining the 

major criteria and evidence supporting each. 

15. Outline the cultural stages in the evolution of the genus Homo, making reference 

to the particular Homo species, tool industry, and environmental context 

associated with each stage. 

16. Explain the difference between physiological adjustments and adaptations and 

explain skin color and body build as adaptations to particular environments. 
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STUDENT LEARNING OBJECTIVE (SLO)  

 

SLO #1 Natural Selection  
In a written assignment, students will explain how natural selection is related to 

environmental factors by using an example that identifies key processes of natural 

selection and illustrates how selective pressures can change. 

 

SLO #2 Primate Arboreal Adaptation 
In an in-class assignment or objective exam question, students will demonstrate an 

understanding of primate adaptation by describing the major anatomical characteristics of 

primates associated with movement and the senses, and indentifying how they evolved as 

adaptations to arboreal environments. 

 

SLO #3 Human Evolution 

In a written assignment or objective exam question(s), students will demonstrate an 

understanding of human evolution by comparing and contrasting the anatomical and 

behavioral features of modern Homo sapiens with various extinct species of the Genus 

Homo (e.g. H. neanderthalensis, H.erectus, H. habilis). 

 

CLASS ASSIGNMENTS:   

 

Readings: The assigned readings are your major form of homework for this course. I 

expect you to complete all the readings before coming to class.  

 

Exams: There will be three midterms exams, one final exam.  One essay assignment may 

be required by school mandate. Students are responsible to bring a scantron answer 

document and a No. 2 pencil to in-class exams. 

 

Profile of a Hominin Project (optional):  3-5 page paper, multimedia presentation, or 

annotated poster describing one species of the tribe Hominini.  The details of the project 

will be provided after Midterm 2.  The project must be turned in no later than the last day 

of class.  The project can be used to excuse the lowest exam, but cannot be used in place 

of a missing exam. 

 

GRADING: 

 

Your course grade will be based on the following scale.  It is your responsibility to keep 

track of your points and prospective grade. 

 

Assignment Points Your 

Score  

Midterm 1 25%  

Midterm 2 25%  

Midterm 3 25%  

Final Exam (MT4) 25%  

TOTAL 100%  

 
A = 90-100% 

B = 80-89% 

C = 70-79% 

D = 55-69% 

F = 0-54% 
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COURSE REQUIREMENTS: 

 

Attendance:  Attendance is expected to be consistent throughout the semester and will 

be recorded. If you are unable to attend a class, you can obtain the lecture note summaries 

and other supplemental material on the ETUDES website for the course. You are 

responsible for all class material presented including films, power points, discussions, 

and lectures.  There are no excused absences. 

 

In accordance with ECC policy, a student may be dropped from class when the number of 

hours absent exceeds the number of units assigned to the course.  After three absences a 

student may be dropped from the class.  Two late arrivals or early leaves are equal to 

one absence. This rule also applies to excessive absences or late arrivals due to illness or 

medical treatment. 

 

Instructor Initiated Withdraw/Drop: A student who registers for a class and never 

attends is still responsible for dropping the class. You are responsible for dropping the 

course yourself. Students who do not drop will receive a grade for the course. 

 

Children are not permitted in classrooms while class is in session. Attendance in class is 

limited to officially enrolled students and authorized visitors or guests. In addition, 

students must not allow children to be left unsupervised or unattended anywhere on 

campus. 

 

The use of cell phones and other electronic devices are prohibited in class (this includes 

the sending and receiving of text messages).  Please switch all devices to silent mode 

before entering class.  The use of electronic devices can result in a students being 

dropped from the class. 

 

Participation (seminars only): I encourage all of you to participate in class discussions 

and to be respectful of differing views and varying perspectives.  10% of your grade is 

based on class discussions, worksheets, attendance, film responses, interactivities, and 

quizzes. 

Students with disabilities: Students with disabilities who believe they may need 

accommodations in this class are encouraged to contact the Special Resource Center 

located in the Student Activity Center as soon as possible to better ensure such 

accommodations are implemented in a timely fashion.  Also, please contact the instructor 

privately to discuss your specific needs.  El Camino College is committed to providing 

educational accommodations for students with disabilities upon the timely request by the 

student. 
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Academic Misconduct: Consult the student handbook/catalog for college policies on 

academic misconduct, sexual harassment, and student discipline. Board Policy 5500 can 

be found in its entirety in the catalog and online at: 

 

www.elcamino.edu/studentservices/studentcodeofconduct.asp 

 

DO NOT COPY ANY WORK.  KEEP CELLPHONES ON SILENT MODE. 

RESPECTFUL BEHAVIOR IS EXPECTED AT ALL TIMES.  It is the policy of the 

El Camino Community College District to provide an educational environment free of 

unwelcome sexual advances, requests for sexual favor(s), and other verbal or physical 

conduct or communications constituting sexual harassment as defined and otherwise 

prohibited by the state and federal statute. Sexual harassment is prohibited regardless of 

the status and/or relationships the affected parties may have. You will be asked to leave 

the class if you act in a way that might disrupt the flow of class and/or interrupt the 

learning environment.  

 

Make-up Exams and Assignments: There are no make-up exams unless you are faced 

with an emergency situation.  Make-up exams are a privilege and not a right.  They may 

be given at the instructor’s discretion only if the student can provide sufficient evidence 

of an emergency situation.  I will not accept late papers or assignments without an 

acceptable and verifiable reason.  To be considered for a make-up exam you must 

contact the instructor within 48 hours of the missed exam and present your valid 

evidence at the time of your make-up. 

 

Plagiarism Prevention and Detection: Refer to the College Catalog for a complete 

description of Academic Honesty/Dishonesty. 

Given alleged violation of the Standards of Conduct, any or all of the following actions 

may be imposed: 

1. When there is evidence of cheating or plagiarism in classroom work, students 

may receive an F for that piece of work or may be suspended from all classes for 

that term and the following term if deemed appropriate. 

2. The instructor may assign a failing grade to the examination or assignment in 

which the alleged cheating or plagiarism occurred. This action is based on 

information that the instructor had. 

3. The instructor may dismiss the student from the class or activity for the present 

and/or following class session(s)  

4. The instructor may recommend suspension or expulsion of the student from the 

college as stipulated in BP5138, Section IIB6 and 8. This recommendation must 

be in accordance with El Camino College’s Due Process and Disciplinary 

Procedures. 

5. The instructor will complete the Academic Dishonesty Report Form and submit it 

to the Academic Affairs Office. 
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Web-Enhanced Features 
Students may periodically visit the ETUDES website and log into the section for ANTH-

1, section 2065.  Students can use ETUDES to access lecture note summaries, 

supplemental readings, and to send and receive messages between other students.  

Students who have been officially enrolled in the course will automatically be added to 

the ETUDES class roster.  Students can login using their ECC ID as their username and 

their 2-digit birth month and 2-digit birth date as their password. 

 

Disclaimer Statement:  

The syllabus is subject to change.  Students will be notified ahead of time when or if any 

changes are made. 
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TENTATIVE CLASS SCHEDULE – Revised August 2015 

Week Dates Topic Park - Biological 

Anthropology 7
th

 ed. 

01    08/26 Review Syllabus 

Biological Anthropology in Perspective  

 

Ch. 1  

 

02 09/02 No Class  

Review “Evolution Theory” at your convenience 

Ch. 2 

03 09/09 Genetics Ch. 3 

04 09/16 Mechanisms of Evolution  Ch. 4 

 

05 09/23 Review 

Midterm 1 

Ch. 1-4 

 

06 09/30 Speciation  

The “Cosmic Calendar” 

Ch. 5 

Ch. 6 

07 10/07 Primates  Ch. 7 

 

08 10/14 Primate Behavior Ch. 8 

09 10/21 Review  

Midterm 2 

 

Ch. 5-8 

10 10/28 Paleoanthropology  

Early Hominins 

 

Ch. 9 

Ch. 10 

11 11/04 Early Hominins cont. 

Later Hominins and the Genus Homo 

Ch. 10 

Ch. 11a 

12 11/11 Holiday  

13 11/18 Review 

Midterm 3 

 

Ch. 9-11a 

14 11/25 Evolution of Modern Humans 

Evolution and Human Biological Diversity  

Ch. 11b 

Ch. 12 

15 12/02 Human Biological Diversity and the Race Concept Ch. 13 

16 12/09 Final Exam 

Optional Project Deadline 

 

Ch. 11b-13 
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