
Philosophy 114/ Asian Philosophy 
Fall 2015: Professor Randy Firestone 

 
 3 units; 3 hours lecture; Recommended Preparation: eligibility for English 1A;  
 Credit, degree applicable Transfer CSU    
Professor’s email: randyfirestone@verizon.net 

Professor’s Office: SOCS 114     Phone: 310-660-3593x3762 

Professor’s Office Hours: Monday and Wednesday, 12:45-1:45pm; Tuesday and 

Wednesday 9:00-9:30am; Tuesday: 3:30-5:30pm 

Required Books: A Sourcebook in Asian Philosophy by John & Patricia Koller; 

The Art of War by Sun-Tzu, translated by Thomas Cleary 

 
This course examines the central concerns, historic contexts and foundational themes of the diverse 

philosophical traditions of South and East Asia, including Confucianism, Taoism, Hinduism, 

Buddhism and Jainism. Although some attention is given to Western ideas to which Asian thinkers 

have responded, the main emphasis is given to the different kinds of questions that have engaged 

Asian thinkers.  

 

Course Objectives:  

1. Acquire, and be able to explain, an extended vocabulary of specific terms and concepts related to 

Asian thought.  

2. Analyze the philosophical ideas of Confucius as these relate to both the historical context of his 

thinking and the ideals of human flourishing that he espoused. 

3. Identify and analyze the key contributions of Mencius to classic Confucian ethics. 

4. Explain and evaluate the Taoist conceptions of "reality" and "nature," especially as these relate 

to Taoist notions of the self and of human social life. 

5. Compare and contrast Confucianism and Taoism, in particular as these embody, respectively, 

the formalist and naturalist philosophical traditions of Asia.  

6. Analyze Hindu conceptions of existence as these relate to central questions and reflections of the 

Upanishads.  

7. Trace the historical development of the heterodox Hindu philosophies of Buddhism and Jainism 

from the mystic and ritualistic traditions of the early Vedas. 

8. Compare and contrast the Hindu notion of the "ultimate self" with Taoist and/or Buddhist 

notions of the self.  

9. Compare and contrast the philosophies of early Buddhism (India), Hua-yen and Zen Buddhism, 

especially as these relate to the concepts of "self" and "freedom."  

10. Identify and analyze the Chinese and Western roots of Mao's theories of knowledge and of 

dialectics.  

11. Identify and assess particular concepts and concerns through which Asian and Western 

philosophy may be contrasted.  

 

Student Learning Outcomes for Asian Philosophy:  

SLO #1: Competing Philosophies: Students will be able to explain the different approaches of the 

two major competing philosophies of China—Taoism and Confucianism. 

SLO #2: Ethical and Metaphysical Ideas: Students will be able to explain the major ethical and 

metaphysical ideas of the two major religions of India, Hinduism and Buddhism, and the ways that 

Buddhism departed from Hinduism. 

SLO #3: Contrasting Two Asian Philosophies: Students will be able to compare and contrast two of 

the philosophies/religions of Asia, with particular attention to how these differences will result in 

different lifestyles.  

mailto:randyfirestone@adelphia.net


Grading:    

     1
st
 Exam:                                                                                  30% 

     Paper:                                                                                       30% 

     Final Exam:                      30% 

     Participation, Attendance, & Homework:                           10% 

                                    Total:                                                                   100% 

                                                          

Homework: You are to turn in at least a 1 page summary for each day’s reading. Late 

homework will not be accepted unless you missed that class. Homework is part of your 

grade, and often will be the difference between getting a higher or lower grade. 

 

Exams: Please bring a Scantron form 882ES to each exam with a #2 pencil and a pen. If 

you miss an exam, contact me immediately to schedule a make-up exam. You usually will 

be penalized 2/3 of a grade. For example, an “A” would be reduced to a “B+”. Unless I 

make an exception, if you do not take both exams and do the paper, you will get an “F” in 

the class.  

 

Paper: You will have an approximate 4-5 page paper comparing Taoist and Confucian 

views on one issue of your choosing. I will give you a handout that will explain what is 

required. You will be penalized if your paper is late.                           

 

Attendance & Participation: Attendance and participation count. Like the homework, it is 

part of your grade.  Unless the professor grants an exception for you, if you miss more than 

6 classes, you will be dropped from the class and will receive either a “W” or an “F” in the 

class.  

 

Tardiness: Please be on time. Tardiness will be counted against you, as will leaving early. If 

you are late, please see me after class to receive credit (or else no credit). 

 

Class Presentation: Near the end of the term, you will make a class presentation where you 

will inform the class what you have learned and how you have changed or are changing 

your ideas, beliefs, and actions as a result of this course. This is part of your participation 

grade. It is also a celebration of our journey, and we will clap for each other.             

 

ADA Statement: El Camino College is committed to providing educational 

accommodations for students with disabilities upon the timely request by the student to the 

instructor. A student with a disability, who would like to request an academic 

accommodation, is responsible for identifying herself/himself to the instructor and to the 

Special Resource Center. To make arrangements for academic accommodations, contact 

the Special Resource Center.  

 

Student Code of Conduct  
http://www.elcamino.edu/administration/board/boarddocs/5500%20%20Academic%20Honesty.

pdf  

Student Rights and Grievances Procedure 5530  
http://www.elcamino.edu/administration/board/policies.asp 

 

 

http://www.elcamino.edu/administration/board/policies.asp


READINGS & HOMEWORK: ASIAN PHILOSOPHY(Phil. 114) 

El Camino College Fall 2015: Tu/Th Class 

PROFESSOR RANDY FIRESTONE: Randyfirestone@verizon.net 

Books: A Sourcebook in Asian Philosophy by John & Patricia Koller; 

The Art of War by Sun-Tzu, translated by Thomas Cleary 
                                                      

           DATE               TOPIC/ PHILOSOPHERS                KOLLER READINGS/ HOMEWORK  

Aug 25 Introduction   403-405 

Aug 27 Lao-Tzu (Taoism)   444-450 

Sep 1 Lao-Tzu Nature Meditation assigned 

Sep 3 Chuang-Tzu (Taoism)   450-460 

Sep 8 Chuang-Tzu Nature Meditation due 

Sep 10 Confucius: The Analects   407-421 

Sep 15 Confucius: The Analects Single Object Meditation assigned 

Sep 17 Confucius: The Greater Learning   422-432 

Sep 22 Confucius: Doctrine of the Mean   433-443 Single Object Meditation due 

Sep 24      Mencius (Confucian) & Analogies   476-487    Assign Paper 

Sept 29 Hsun-Tzu (Confucian)   487-500     

Oct 1 Mo-Tzu (Utilitarianism/Socialism);  

Han Fei-Tzu (The Legalists) 

  461-475 

Oct 6 Sun-Tzu Read 1
st
 half of book 

Oct 8 Sun-Tzu Read 2
nd

 half of book 

Oct 13 TEST #1  

Oct 15 Vedas & Upanishads    5-32 

Oct 20 Hindu sects   51-52; 64-66; 69; 92  PAPER DUE 

Oct 22 Bhagavad Gita    33-50; Assign karma and soul puzzles        

Oct 27 Questioning Hindu Metaphysics Problems with Karma, Atman, Brahman, 

& Polytheism; Om Meditation assigned 

Oct 29 Gandhi   156-165     

Nov 3 Jainism   129-142    Om Meditation due 

Nov 5 Buddhism   189-207 

Nov 10 Buddhism   207-219; 239-246;  

  Silent Meditation assigned 

Nov 12 The Boddhisatva; Jayatilleke   247-253; 372-379 

Nov 17 Chinese Buddhism: Chan/Zen Buddhism 

& Hui-Neng’s The Platform Sutra 

  361-371; 508-516 

Silent Meditation due 

Nov 19 The Dalai Lama   379-393 

Nov 24 Buddhist Economics: Schumacher Handout 

Nov 26 THANKSGIVING NO CLASS 
Dec 1 Comparing the Philosophies/Religions  

Dec 3 FINAL EXAM  

Dec 8 Class Presentations  

Dec 10 Class Presentations  



 


